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A punk rock radio 
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Listen to an hour of 
screaming punk and 
hardcore on Your 
Weekly AA Meeting 
with Aaron and Adam 
every Tuesday night 
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What's your 
revolution and 
how's it going? 


That's the question 
CJSR'S Ben Sures 
asks a mover and a 
shaker every week 
on his eclectic music 
program At One with 
Ben. Ben phones ) 
folks around the =| 
worldtegeta =| 
progress report on 
their revolution. 
At One with Ben, 
Friday's between 1 
and 2 on CJSR. 
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For many First Nations tribes, the grizzly bear was a 
symbol of motherhood. For many urbanites, the 
grizzly is a symbol of everything that’s majestic and 
wild about our forests. And for Tom Roschkov, the 
grizzly —especially the vanishing Swan Hills grizzly— 
is a symbol of Alberta’s callous squandering of its 
own glorious natural heritage « 12 


Cracker gives fans 
more than just 
crumbs off the 
table * 34 


Hockey, revenge 
and sexual 
perversion: 
Cowards Bend the 
Knee e 43 


Trading Hearts 
shouts “Voyeur!” in 
a crowded theatre 
¢ 50 


yourVUE 


Ratner’s star 


Thanks for printing the letters from my 
friends, family and collaborators 
regarding Darren Zenko’s review of 
Moving Malcolm, my directorial debut 
(Moving violation, Your Vue, January 
29-February 4]. It is unfortunate, how- 
ever, that you chose to print only 
quotes from poor reviews in an 
attempt to support Zenko’s harsh com- 
ments. Is this your idea of thorough 
and balanced journalism? You conve- 
niently ignored the glowing reviews 
from some of the nations’ top critics 
readily available on our website at 
www.movingmalcolm.com, and 
neglected to mention that the film 
won a Special Jury Mention for “Best 
First Feature” at its premiere at the 
2003 Montreal World Film Festival. You 
also chose not to mention that the film 
has to date played at over a dozen fes- 


tivals from Kolkata, India to Frederic- 
ton, New Brunswick to Palm Springs, 
California. Additionally, Rebecca Harker 
recently won the Best Supporting 
Actress award from the Vancouver Film 
Critics’ Circle for her portrayal of what 
Zenko called a “poorly formed special 
needs character.” [Technically, Patricia 
Clarkson won the VFCC's Best Supporting 
Actress award for Pieces of April; Harker 
was named Best Canadian Supporting 
Actress, —Ed.] 

My “angry” phone calls to your 
publisher Ron Garth were in fact very 
polite and calm. And while | didn’t 
write a letter to the editor myself, | 
hardly had to “coach” my friends to 
write their letters in response to what 
was a clearly over-the-top, deliberately 
personal attack. | did leave my phone 
number with Mr. Garth, however, and 
asked for Zenko to call me personally 
to see if he could divulge his sources 


for his “inside information” and also to 
see if he had the gall to insult me 
directly, instead of hiding behind his 
byline. He didn’t call. 

My own web research reveals that 
Zenko has a book coming out called 
Ghost Stories of Pets and Animals. Good 
luck, Zenko. I'm sure it’s destined to 
become a cherished contribution to 
Canadian literature. —BENJAMIN RATNER, 
Director, Movinc MaALcoLm 


Vue Weekly welcomes reader response, 
both positive and negative. Send your 
opinion by mail (Vue Weekly, 10303- 

108 Street, Edmonton, AB, TS/ 1L7), 
by fax ((780) 426-2889) or by e-mail 
(letters@vue.ab.ca) 

Preference is given to feedback about 
articles in Vue Weekly; we reserve the 
right to edit letters for length and 
clarity. Please include a daytime 
telephone number. 
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By AMY FUNG 


Triumph of the puck 


Anytime a song by Blue Oyster Cult or 
Queen opens a movie trailer, | brace 
myself; | know that in the next 60 sec- 
onds something terribly wrong will 
befall me. This case was no different: 
rapidly-edited images, fists punching 
through the air and the chorus of “We 
Will Rock You” cranked up to jet-plane 
decibel levels. However, the onslaught 
of vintage arena-rock soon gives away 
to roar of the audience within-the-film 
as the camera sweeps over an ecstatic 
crowd of flag-wavers. That then gives 
way to an inspiring-looking man giv- 
ing an inspiring, impassioned speech 
to a crowd of uniformed onlookers, 
telling them to “Do it for your coun- 
try.” The trailer ends with the Ameri- 
can flag and the word Miracle pasted 
proudly over it. 

What | saw, of course, was the 
extended theatrical trailer for the new 
Disney movie about Team USA's 1980 
underdog triumph at Lake Placid. The 
men’s hockey team beat out the inde- 
structible Soviets for Olympic gold in 
what was, according to ESPN, the 
most-watched sports event in televi- 
sion history. The movie, starring Kurt 
Russell as helmet-haired coach Herb 
Brooks, may be a blast from the past 
for hockey fans, but the only memory 
that came to my mind was the scene 
of Alex strapped down in the theater in 
A Clockwork Orange. 

In that film, the main character was 
forced to watch hours of violence 
accompanied by a dose of nausea- 
inducing serum and the sweet sounds 
of Ludwig Van. Afterwards, anytime he 
experience anything violent or heard 
Beethoven, Alex once again felt nau- 
seous to the core of his being. 


The trailer for Miracle has a striking- 
ly similar effect on me; now every time 
| hear the opening to “We Will Rock 
You” or see Kurt Russell, | have the 
urge to vomit. This is not because | feel 
a surge of violence when | think of 
how Americans have appropriated 
hockey as their sport, but because I’ve 
realized Miracle is no harmless Mighty 
Duck. Every time the trailer comes on, 
a sense of fear washes over me. Ameri- 
can jingoism seems everywhere these 
days, but where’s the line between glo- 
rified patriotism and just plain fascism? 

The trailer for Miracle bares a strik- 
ing resemblance to Leni Riefenstahl’s 
Triumph of the Wilt—the film known as 
both a landmark cinematic achieve- 
ment and the propaganda film that 
Hitler commissioned. Miracle will be 
known for neither of those two things. 
In fact, it will most likely be forgotten 
and broadcast on ABC in two years. 
But the common bond here is not fas- 
cist content, but a fascist aesthetic. 

Susan Sontag’s essay “Fascinating 
Fascism” makes the argument that 
Riefenstahl’s body of work is not totali- 
tizing because of her associations with 
the Nazis, but because of its all-encom- 
passing aesthetic domination. Riefen- 
stahl invented the crane shot and 
beautifully captures her subjects in 
powerful poses. Her later work on the 
Nuba tribes were striking photographs 
of athletically superior bodies, but this 
is precisely Sontag’s argument: Riefen- 
stahl’s beautification of her subject 
dehumanizes them as the ideal object. 

Bill Beard, a professor of film and 
media studies at the University of 
Alberta, recently gave a lecture on fas- 
cism as a part of the university’s 
“Doing It in the Dark” series of film 
talks. Although Beard would agree that 
the trailer’s rhetoric is very similar to 
Triumph of the Will, he points out that 
most of our entertainment these days 
would fall under this category. “On the 
other hand,” he says, “it is also similar 
to what goes on in an awful lot of pro- 
paganda and also to the kind of cheap 
exaltation that lots and lots of Holly- 
wood movies try to achieve on a rou- 
tine basis. The difference here is that it 
is tied to an overtly patriotic aim. The 
closest similarity would then be to 
other patriotic Hollywood movies, all of 
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which share this aesthetic. Interesting 
to note that Sontag identifies Disney as 
another purveyor of this kind of idealist 
aesthetics.” 

Sontag cites Fantasia and also 
Kubrick’s 2001, but these films are 
arguably masterpieces along with Tri- 
umph. Riefenstahl spent the rest of her 
long career haunted by her association 
with the Nazis, but she was neverthe- 
less a great artist. Her work can be 
appreciated for form, not content. Mir- 
acle, on the other hand, is supposed to 
be a slice of uplifting entertainment in 
the mould of such recent Disney hits as 
The Rookie and Remember the Titans. 
Beard carefully notes that while most 
modern films and editing techniques 
are fascist in the sense that they 
attempt to remove of the viewer's abili- 
ty to think rationally about what is 
being shown to them and thereby pro- 
voke an emotional and visceral 
response. But he believes labeling 
them as fascist is questionable. 

“In my view,” he says, “to invoke 
the label ‘fascist,’ you need to look at 
the implicit aims of the work or how 
the work is actually used. If the aims 
are fascist, then the work is fascist. Or if 


it is used to produce fascist effects, 
then it is fascist. If they are populist or 
anti-political romantic idealist without 
a specific political dimension, you may 
be able to say that they are easily co- 
opted for fascist ends, but | wouldn’t 
want to call them inherently fascist.” 

Miracle is not a fascist film, but it 
does indulge unwittingly in fascist aes- 
thetics.-Point for point, it matches Son- 
tag’s description: “[Fascist aesthetics] 
flow from (and justify) a preoccupation 
with situations of control, submissive 
behavior, extravagant effort and the 
endurance of pain; they endorse two 
seemingly opposite states, egomania 
and servitude.” 

Beard’s lecture centred on fascist 
aesthetics,.but in the end was more 
about the loss of aesthetics as an avail- 
able critical category in academia. “In 
contrast to the university environ- 
ment,” he concluded, “aesthetics are 
certainly front and centre in almost 
every dimension of our actual society 
today.” As for Miracle, a film clinging to 
the hope that a modern audience can 
imagine the U.S. as the down-and-out 
underdogs, a closer study of its aesthet- 
ics seems the only appropriate route. O 
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VUE 
NEWS 


SNACKS 


Mmmm... international 
trade disputes 


OTTAWA—As bad as the Canadian- 
American trade dispute over softwood 
lumber has become, you have to admit 
that it really hasn’t affected the lives of 
us, the greater non-lumberjack popula- 
tion, in any major way. But our blissful 
ignorance regarding the world of tariff 
law and trade relations may soon be 
coming to an end, with Canada and 
the United States getting embroiled in 
a dispute over something most of us 
actually come in contact with, much to 
the detriment of our collectively 
expanding love handles: snack foods. 

That's right—apparently in keeping 

with some lesser-known trade legislation 
that stipulates Canada and the U.S. 
must be fighting about some damned 
thing at all times, the latest round of 
trade disputes revolves around, of all 
things, breaded cheese sticks. Washing- 
ton has issued a formal statement of 
protest to the Canadian government 
over a 28-month-old decision to effec- 
tively close Canada’s borders to Ameri- 
can cheese stick imports, according to a 
recent article in the Globe and Mail 
claiming that the Canadian tariff has 
stalled a $10-million-a-year import 
industry. Canada, however, ever vigilant 
in protecting the interests of Canadian 
cheese stick farmers everywhere, is 
refusing to budge, defending the move 
as retaliation to a similar U.S. tariff wall 
against Canadian cheese sticks. 

According to International Trade 
spokesman Pierre Bouchard, Ottawa 
has simply become fed up with U.S. 
cheese stick diplomacy. The tariff was 
implemented by former trade minister 
Pierre Pettigrew, who, as Bouchard 
explained to the Globe, felt he “needed 
to put his foot down to demonstrate 
‘Whoa, that’s enough—we’re not 
going to tolerate any more.’” Under 
Pettigrew’s trade policy, any American 
cheese sticks that try to enter Canada 
will be slapped with an excessively 
high tariff meant to discourage import. 
(No mention is made if the cheese 
sticks will be eaten by trade officials 
along with confiscated ranch dip.) 

Regardless, the cheese stick embar- 
go has gotten serious enough that the 
Office of the U.S. Trade Representative 
(USTR) has tried to sue for peace in the 
matter and threatened to obtain inter- 
vention from the White House if neces- 
sary. A U.S. government report on trade 
barriers made last year says that 
“USTR... is prepared to request that the 
President issue a proclamation to return 
duty- and quota-free treatment to 
Canadian cheese sticks,” but that the 
last word they had heard from Ottawa 
was that “Canada had no intention of 
reducing its duties or entering into 
Negotiations with the United States.” 

If Canada and the U.S. cannot 
reach common ground on the cheese 
stick battlefield, there’s a chance the 
dispute will be brought to the World 


Trade Organization for interpreta- 
tion—a move that will likely result in 
the most-delicious WTO meeting ever 
convened. —Curis Boutet 


POLITICS 


Smoking not allowed 
in the lobby 


TORONTO—As far as anti-smoking 
sentiment goes, few provincial govern- 
ments are more staunchly opposed to 
tobacco than Dalton McGuinty’s Liber- 
als in Ontario. At least that was the 
general consensus until someone 
noticed an advertisement in the Toron- 
to Star this Monday that revealed the 
Ontario government was looking to 
hire a specialist to market and pro- 
mote tobacco use. 

Naturally, the very existence of the 
$75,000 lobbyist position in the 
province's agricultural ministry caused 
more than a few people to call the 
Ontario Libs hypocrites. After all, they 
came into power on a platform that 
promised to outlaw smoking in all 
public places within three years. When 
the posting was brought to McGuin- 
ty’s attention on Tuesday, he claimed 
to be unaware of the situation, stating 
that the job must be a holdover from 
Ontario’s previous government. 

That the position existed in years 
past hardly comes as a surprise. Tobac- 
co farming has long been a lucrative 
industry in Ontario, netting the 
Province more than $1.26 billion a 
year—which almost offsets the $1.3 bil- 
lion that the Ontario Medical Associa- 
tion estimates the province spends to 
treat tobacco-linked diseases every year. 
Because of the enormous revenue gen- 
erated by tobacco crops, the Ontario 
opposition is finding it hard to believe 
that McGuinty was completely unaware 
of the lobbyist position. According to 
the London Free Press, NDP MPP Marilyn 
Churley (Toronto-Danforth) called the 
job posting “a stunning display of 
hypocrisy” that is proof positive that 
the Liberals are saying one thing about 


tobacce and doing another, while Tory 
backbencher John Baird (Nepean-Car- 
leton) accused the Liberals of cozying 
up to big tobacco. 

Amidst all the heat, McGuinty has 
pledged to cancel the position imme- 
diately in favour of a new agricultural 
portfolio mandated to transition 
Ontario farmers away from tobacco 
crops. Ontario Health Minister George 
Smitherman welcomed the decision to 
delete the tobacco specialist position. 
“My job was to put this guy out of 
work anyhow,” he told the Star. — 
Curis Boutet 


MONEY 


Layton wants no credit 
where credit’s due 


OTTAWA—With last week’s throne 
speech setting a rather conservative 
course of action for Prime Minister 
Paul Martin and the federal Liberals 
leading up to an expected election 
later this year, federal NDP leader Jack 
Layton tried to score some direct hits 
for the Canadian left. 

As the Liberals prepared their 
throne speech, Layton proposed that 
Martin pursue policies to protect con- 
sumers from gouging by lenders, 
credit card companies and utility 
companies. He’d like to see Canada 
follow the lead of four U.S. states, 
where citizen-run utilities boards 
oversees the rate system and have the 
power to either approve or deny fee 
hikes. “Under the NDP’s plan,” the 
NDP’s policy paper states, “the board 
would be entitled to communicate 
with other consumers to highlight 
increases in fees, rates or service 
chargés, with information circulated 
through the corporation’s bills. The 
board would also be empowered to 
represent other consumers to regula- 
tory agencies such as the CRTC, and 
be provided with justifying evidence 
for increases in fees such as bank ser- 
vice charges.” 

Who would pay for the boards? 


According to Layton, the chartered 
banks would pick up those costs. 

But the banks aren’t just targets of 
the NDP’s energy-board policy; the 
party also wants the feds to force 
financial institutions and their credit- 
card partners to help relieve con- 
sumers of more than $44 billion in 
collected Visa and MasterCard debt. 
(The combined credit card debts of 
Canadian citizens is currently greater 
than any recorded annual budget 
deficit in the country’s history. It 
appears that governments aren’t the 
only ones being forced to pay huge 
interests payments due to financial 
mismanagement. According to a Sco- 
tiabank study issued at the beginning 
of the year, the average Canadian fam- 
ily owes nearly $67,000 in credit card 
debt, mortgages and lines of credit. 
The Bank of Canada reports that Cana- 
dians spent more than $222 billion in 
consumer credit in 2002.) 

The NDP want to see credit card 
rates—often much higher than 15 per 
cent and, in the case of store credit 
cards, more than 20 per cent—capped 
at five per cent over the prime Bank of 
Canada lending rate. If that plan were 
enacted, no Canadian would be pay- 
ing more than 10 per cent credit card 
interest today. “There is scant justifica- 
tion for maintaining high credit card 
interest rates during a period of steadi- 
ly declining interest rates,” the posi- 
tion paper says, “making the need to 
cap credit card rates at five points 
above prime a necessity.” 

The NDP also wants to see the 
government come down hard on pri- 
vate lenders like Money Mart, which 
offer cheque-cashing services and pay- 
day advances for people who can’t be 
served by the chartered banks. These 
places are alternatives for those who 
can’t get lines of credit from banks or 
need to cash cheques immediately and 
can’t afford to wait for a hold to come 
off. The NDP wants the Bank Act 
changed so the interest rates charged 
by these cheque-cashing, payday loan 
spots is capped. —STEvEN SANDOR 
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Vue 
point 


By DAN RUBINSTEIN 


The Cs were angry 


Who reaily cares about the theoreti- 
cal almighty force and the immov- 
able object—I've got an updated, 
tangible version of the unanswer- 
able question. What’s worse: com- 
puter trouble or car trouble? 

I'm not sure who to thank, but | 
did a direct comparison of two of the 
21st century's biggest technology- 
induced pains in the ass recently. The 
same Gay my laptop went wonky, ny 
car started making an alarming, possi- 
bly very expensive sound. All this in 
the middle of an insurance hassle— 
another modern-day menace—that 
had me waiting for weeks to get my 
deductible waived so | could book the 
body work required after somebody 
slid into my parked car. 

The car thing was potentially 
much more costly. If that belt goes 
and takes the engine down with it... 
Might as well turn up the radio, 
drown out the clicking noise and 
hope for the best. But the computer 
thing put all my work and personal 
correspondence in limbo, making me 
realize how much | rely on that damn 
machine. Gingerly driving to the 
computer shop, | dropped off my 
laptop and returned to my desk to 
await the techie’s call; it was 
like being under the thumb of those 
gods we call auto mechanics. 

| experienced a strong sense of 
car-freedom, however, when | walked 
the hour to work on the day Edmon- 
ton’s high was -33°C. And when | got 
home that night, with no computer in 
the house, | couldn't continue work- 
ing—and | felt liberation, not loss. 

My poor cross-country ski boot, 
with its eyelet ripped out, capped 
my disillusionment with technology. 
| walked into a cobbler shop and, 
expecting the worst, asked the guy 
if it could be saved. He looked at 
the boot, then at me. “Ten bucks,” 
he said. “Give me an hour.” 

The car eventually stopped 
making that noise and the insur- 
ance adjuster tired of my weekly 
calls and relented. The computer is 
still screwed, but I’m adjusting to a 
life less encumbered. And the ski 
boot is as good as riew. 

So car trouble versus computer 
trouble? Like any theoretical ques- 
tion, | guess it really doesn’t matter. 
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MALFUNCTION’ THAT 
CAUSED HER 
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TIME SHOW. 


CRITICS SAY IT WAS JACK- 
SON AND HER ADVISORS 
WHO ORDERED THE C.I.A. 
TO PROVIDE FAULTY BUSTIER 


AND KEY MEMBERS OF 
THE JACKSON TEAM 
SEEMED TO ENTER THE 
PROJECT WITH 
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Haiku Horoscope 


(Sept 23-0ct 22) yy 
: _ Give peace a chance, and “4g? 
While you're at it sample this 


New meat popsicle 


ARIES 
(Mar 21-Apr 19) 
“Rocking for Jesus” 
Could be fun if they toned down 
The “stoning” portion 


™~ 
'° 


TAURUS 

(Apr 20-May 20) 

You will be shocked and 
Appalled by an amazing 
Assortment of hats. 


SCORPIO 
(Oct 23-Nov 21) 
You don’t need drugs to 
Have a good time, just relax 
And we'll pull that tooth 


GEMINI 

(May 21-june 20) 
Simplify your life 
Do you really need eyebrows y 
And some self-respect? Ail know you're upset 
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Valentine’s Day is : » Shoes, ships, sealing wax— 
Coming up—celebrate with ___. This is going to be one 

A deep depression Boring discussion 
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(uly 23-Aug 22) 
The holiday that 
They call “VD” will turn out 
To be all promised 


The time has come for RAW 
You to take off and leave that. 
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three 
dollar 
bill 


By RICHARD BURNETT 


Talkin’ ’bout a resolution 


| find the battles for same-sex marriage in 
developed Western nations like Canada, 
Britain and the United States to be some- 
what embarrassing. It’s not just that social 
conservatives and religious fundamental- 
ists would rather trash their great democ- 
racies in the name of God than protect 
them; it’s that most gay activists in those 
countries are oblivious to the struggle for 
basic gay human rights in nearly every 
developing nation on the planet. 

Take Iran and Saudi Arabia, which 
both have rich, centuries-old traditions 
of same-sex love. Today these countries 
publicly execute gay men for sodomy. 

Then there’s Egypt, which rounds 
up and jails men caught cruising each 
other in downtown Cairo. In Croatia, 
skinheads toss tear-gas canisters at 
activists marching in downtown 
Zagreb’s Pride parade. In Jamaica, 
“batty bwoys” are chased and burned 
to death by ultra-orthodox Boboshanti 
Rastas screaming “Fiyah burn dem!” 

TheGully.com reported last month 
that in Poland “a mob of irate right-wing 
politicians and their skinhead sidekicks 
recently descended on the venerable 
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Jagiellonian University in Krakow, estab- 
lished in 1364, [to target] 66-year-old 
Catholic-educated philosopher [Senator 
Maria Szyszkowska] who dared introduce 
a same-sex civil union bill in the Polish 
Senate.... The leader of the ultra-national- 
ist All-Polish Youth, in a redundant flour- 
ish of medieval misogynistic and 
homophobic imagery, called her a witch 
and presented her with a broom.” 

And in southern Africa, one of my 
gay cousins killed himself because he 
couldn’t bear growing older in a 
homophobic society. While the days 
when homosexuality was blamed on 
whites are over, the days of virulent 
homophobia aren’t. 

Focus on Africa magazine reports a 
recent cover story in “the state-owned 
Daily Graphic [which] read: ‘Four Homo- 
sexuals Jailed 2 Years Each.’ Colour por- 
traits of the shamefaced men, all in their 
early 20s, accompanied the piece. Three 
of them stared awkwardly. The other’s 
head was bowed slightly. He could not 
manage eye contact with the lens — or 
the world.” 

| believe the navel-gazing devel- 
oped world has largely abandoned 


such men and women. 

But next month we have a chance 
to make a difference when the United 
Nations Commission on Human 
Rights will consider a resolution ban- 
ning discrimination based on sexual 
orientation at its 60th session (which 
will run from March 15 to April 25) in 
Geneva, Switzerland. 

“Amnesty International has been 
documenting abuses based on sexual ori- 
entation or gender identity from coun- 
tries all over the world for more than a 
decade,” Al states in a preparation docu- 
ment on the upcoming session. “These 
atrocities have included the death penal- 
ty, imprisonment, torture and cruel and 
ill-treatment (including rape and forced 
medical treatment), attacks on lesbian, 
gay, bisexual and transgender (LGTB) 
human rights defenders, denial of legal 
status to LGTB rights organizations and 
other forms of discrimination. 

“In many countries,” Al continues, 
“the ill-treatment of people due to 
their sexual orientation or gender iden- 
tity provokes little outrage and those 
who defend such cases have them- 
selves been attacked by the govern- 


Win up to 


$10,000 for your 
new home. 


YOUR HOME ON TH 


Starting at $96,478 


1 & 2 Bedroom Condo Homes 


In the heart of The Grange 


Pinnacle Ridge is more than just Edmonton's leading new condominium opportunity. 
We've made it easier than ever to move from renting to owning a home. 


We offer: 

* The RRSP - RHOSP Program that can help you purchase your new home.”* 
Call the sales centre to book a seminar. 

* No-charge legal services” 

* Six appliances 

© Heated underground parking with car wash 

° Billiards & Fitness Rooms plus Guest Suite 


Visit Our Sales Centre Today! 
Mon. to Thurs, 3pm - 8pm, Sat., Sun. & Holidays 1pm - Spm 
Call 483-0343 or visit www.pinnacleridgecondos.ca 


ment or other groups in society. 
Human rights defenders working in 
issues of sexuality have increasingly 
turned to international human rights 
bodies, including those of the UN, to 
seek protection against these abuses.” 
Which is why this UN session is so 
crucial. When this resolution was first 
introduced last year by Brazil and sec- 
onded by Canada, it was killed by the 
collective efforts of the Organization of 
Islamic Conference (led by Pakistan), the 
Vatican, Ireland, China, India and the 
United States. Five amendments intro- 
duced by Egypt, Libya, Malaysia, Pak- 
istan and Saudi Arabia gutted the 
Brazilian text by removing all mention of 
sexual orientation, even from the title 
This year Al, the International Les- 
bian and Gay Association and the U.S.- 
based International Gay and Lesbian 
Human Rights Commission are spear- 
heading a campaign to lobby the 53 
nations that will sit at the UN commis- 
sion’s 60th session. “Key countries to 
target in this mobilization effort 
include South Africa, India, Costa Rica 
and the United States,” IGLHRC states. 
Quite frankly, | don’t think the res- 
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olution will pass this time either. Even 
the United Nations seems wary of rec- 
ognizing gay couples among their own 
employees: it will now grant health 
and other benefits to gay couples, but 
only if their home country allows it. 

UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s 
January 20 bulletin says the UN will first 
request permission from the UN gay 
staffer’s country of origin “to confirm 
the existence and validity of the domes- 
tic partnership contracted by the staff 
member under the law of that country.’ 

That’s like asking George Dubya 
to suck my cock. What gay Saudi or 
Iranian UN staffer will dare ask for 
same-sex benefits? 

But publicizing and drumming up 
support for this resolution will create 
boundary-breaking dialogue not just in 
the hallways of the United Nations, but 
back home in the developing world 
where it really counts, where queer folks 
need our help now more than ever. @ 


Surf to www.ilga.org, www.amnesty.org and 
www.iglhrc.org/site/iglhrc/content. php?type 
=] &id=108 to help fight for gay rights at 
the UN. 
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Voted Exinonton’s #f Spot To Match Hockey By (ZI 


By DAVID YOUNG 
ano JOHN TURNER 


In light of the recent seven-second delay 
imposed on Don Cherry during upcoming 
Coach's Corner segments, Dave and John 
have decided to add their own form of 
censorship (oops, time delay). As this is a 
different medium, just read each sen- 
tence twice, with a seven-second delay 
between each reading. If you find any- 
thing offensive or inflammatory, scratch 
it out. As for the Oilers, the team cruised 
into the All-Star break with two straight 
wins. (2-1 over Anaheim and 5-3 over 
St. Louis). 


John: The Oilers accomplished some- 
thing this past week that they haven’t 
been able to do very often this year: 
win a couple of games in a row. We're 
approaching the home stretch of the 
season and Edmonton is overdue for 
some kind of a winning streak. They 
played well against the Blues last 
Wednesday and Ryan Smyth scored a 
couple of goals, with his second one 
coming after an uncharacteristic give- 
away by Norris candidate Chris 
Pronger. It felt good to watch someone 
that good make a mistake that big. St. 
Louis has been struggling worse than 
the Oil so it was a relief to see that 
they wouldn't be getting back on track 
at the Oilers’ expense. 
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Dave: The St. Louis game was fun 
to watch. The Oilers came from behind 
twice in the game before skating away 
with an eventual two-goal lead. Ryan 
Smyth did pot two goals, but Radek 
Dvorak is the Oiler forward who’s 
impressing me the most. Dvorak 
notched a goal and two assists in the 
Big Winning Streak and, as of the All- 
Star break, was leading the team with 
a plus/minus rating of plus 18. 

John: What was referee Jay Shar- 
rers thinking when he gave Smyth a 
goaltender interference call after he 
crashed into the net during a scoring 
attempt? Blues goalie Reinhard Divis 
was forced to make a save on that 
deflection and it boggles the mind 
how a penalty could have been award- 
ed. What would the call have been if 
the puck had gone in? 

Dave: Who cares? The Oilers won 
the game. Did you see Mike Comrie 
got traded again? The former Oiler 
holdout is now playing in Phoenix 
after Coyote goalie Sean Burke 
returned to Philadelphia. Flyer GM 
Bobby Clarke loves his do-overs. He 
traded Chris Gratton away and got 
him back again. Same with Karl 
Dykhuis. Well, the Oiler fans will now 
get their chance to boo Mike Comrie 
twice at Rexall Place. Phoenix will be 
in town on March 2 and again on 
March 28. After a 3-0 win earlier in the 
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season against Philly, the Oil are 1-0 in 
games against Mike Comrie. With a 
road game in Phoenix later this month 
as well, the Oilers could get six valu- 
able points against Comrie’s new 
teammates. In fact, to guarantee wins 
against the Coyotes, Kevin Lowe 
should call up his entire farm team. 
After all, we all learned from Saturday 
morning cartoons that Coyotes always 
lose to Roadrunners. 

John: | guess at this time of the 
year | have to mention the All-Star 
game. Mark Messier played in his 
1,000th game this year and, like aj| 
previous All-Star matches, it was a 
meaningless game that resembled real 
hockey about as much as Chicago 
Blackhawks hockey does. | guess the 
reason they still play the game is 
because one of the financially strug 
gling athletes playing could use a new 
vehicle. Maybe more of these types of 
games could be worked into the new 
collective bargaining agreement. 

Dave: The NHL general managers 
also met in Las Vegas during the A\l- 
Star break to discuss the state of hock. 
ey, which | found odd considering the 
All-Star game was held in Minnesota 
Apparently Vegas is a much bette 
place to make important decisions 
about hockey than one of the few 
American regions that has actually pro- 
duced NHL players. They did walk out 
of the meeting having made a few 
decisions, however: next season, for 
instance, goalies will no longer be 
allowed to roam behind the net to play 
the puck. They should have done this a 
long time ago. Anything that stops 
Tommy Salo from trying to play the 
puck will help the Oilers. © 
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By CHRISTOPHER WIEBE 


Let’s get Small 


As the 2003 publishing year fast recedes, 
there are still a number of books by Alber- 
ta writers that I'd like to highlight. lan Fer- 
guson’s Village of the Small Houses 
(Douglas & Mcintyre), “a memoir of 
sorts, or sort of a memoir” about growing 
up in Fort Vermilion in the 1960s and 
‘70s, came as an absolutely wonderful 
surprise. | knew of Ferguson as the brash 
promotional and directorial genius 
behind the early years of the improv soap 
Die-Nasty, as well as a playwright and co- 
author of How to Be a Canadian, so | half- 
expected his memoir to be a nonstop 
romp. While it does contain abundant wit 
and wry humour, what stands out is his 
tender handling of character and his 
finesse with tonal shadings and narrative 
structure. Shimmering with the tall tale 
feel of many Robert Kroetsch novels, Fer- 
guson blends fact and fiction (this is 
Twelve Foot Davis country, after all) into 
an amalgam more powerful and truthful 
than either element. 

Fergusonss family came to Fort Ver- 
milion because his father (an extraordi- 
nary character in his own right) was 
fleeing a minor property scam he had 
perpetrated in Edmonton. Village of the 
Small Houses is full of stories involving 
the friends they made there—Lloyd 
Loonskin and Bud Peyen the ferry oper- 
ator among them—and how Ferguson 
was cured of a devastating childhood 
illness by a local medicine man. 

The memoir is also a vivid evocation 
of Fort Vermilion before it was irrevocably 
altered by petroleum exploration and the 
destruction of the small log houses fami- 
lies had been “squatting” in for genera- 
tions. When Ferguson was a child, it was 
a poor fur-trapping frontier town whose 
population was predominantly aborigi- 


nal: Fergusom tells of how: John Wayne 
movies became immediately unpalatable 
after the owner of the local Quonset hut 
movie theatre showed Billy Jack, a film 
with an American Indian as a hero. An 
impoverished, tough-minded communi- 
ty that was far from idyllic, it could gath- 
er its collective strength to purge the 
town of unacceptable elements, such as 
the Catholic priest who tried to eliminate 
traditional religious practices. 

From the opening pages when Fer- 
guson is almost born on a ferry crossing 
the Peace River half-choked with ice to 
the final pages when he leaves northern 
Alberta for the bright lights of Edmon- 
ton, this memoir has an irresistible narra- 
tive energy. Fiction writer and academic 
Warren Cariou did something similar in 
Lake of the Prairies with his boyhood in 
Meadow Lake, Saskatchewan. Ferguson, 
however, doesn’t submit his childhood 
to Cariou’s degree of intellectual prob- 
ing, which makes for a nimbler but no 
less resonant text. Rumour has it that 
Ferguson, now living in Los Angeles by 
way of Toronto, will soon have a novel in 
print. | can hardly wait. 

Calgary-writer Wade Bell’s 1976 
short story collection The North 
Saskatchewan River Book is, to my mind, 
the most fascinating book ever written 
about Edmonton. It obliterates the com- 
monplace pleasantries about Edmon- 
ton’s development penned by 
well-meaning historians like Tony Cash- 
man and Roy MacGregor, who largely 
ignored the brutal dispossession of the 
aboriginal residents and the city’s ethno- 
centric past. The River Book develops by 
interleaving passages of documentary, 
newspaper clippings, oral history and 
personal memoir—each form of dis- 
course shaping the reader/listener’s per- 
ception of experience in a different way. 

Bell’s long-awaited follow-up is A 
Destroyer of Compasses (Guernica), a 
gathering of short stories that explores 
expatriate life in Spain in the late 
1970s. Borrowing some of the formal 
strategies from his earlier book, it con- 
tains stories of widely varying lengths, 
some brief “snapshots” of situations 
that cross the dramatic urgency of john 
Gould's Kilter fictions with Hemingway's 
reportage-infused In Our Time. The 
longest, “The House of the Americans” 
(which centres on a North American 
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English teacher living in a’ commune- 
like house outside of Barcelona), is 
packed with sharply observed charac- 
ters and dialogue. The teacher’s rela- 
tionships with lovers and friends are 
continually being undermined by the 
presence of an airline ticket that will 
allow him to leave at any time 
“Chains” is a razor-sharp story about 
the paranoid thoughts and distrust of 
fellow passengers that ensues when a 
Spanish border guard disappears to 
inspect a foreigner’s passport. 

The fiction in A Destroyer of Com- 
passes is grounded in the viewpoint of 
the visitor to Spain, and doesn’t pretend 
to have an exhaustive purchase on the 
transition from fascist dictatorship to civil 
democracy. They are instead very inti- 
mate, fragmentary and anecdotal evoca- 
tions of time and place viewed through 
particular sets of eyes, and they beauti- 
fully capture the infinite possibility, frus- 
trating suspension and half-hearted 
commitment to place that characterizes 
the predicament of expatriate life. 

And finally, fiction writer Susan Ouri- 
ou, also a Calgary resident, is an accom- 
plished translator whose work was 
nominated for a 2003 Governor Gener- 
al's Award. Her first novel, Damselfish 
(XYZ Publishing) is about two Canadian 
sisters, Hope (a painter) and Faith (a lin- 
guist), living in Mexico City with their 
dysfunctional mother. There they have to 
cope with work, lovers and pregnancy 
while trying to heal the scars left by their 
Mexican father who abandoned them in 
childhood. Despite weak stretches when 
the weight of metaphor and philosophiz- 
ing becomes burdensome, there is much 
to savour here, from the explorations of 
Mexican mythology and contemporary 
society to the dynamic of sisterhood. © 
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How | got obsessed with 
the fate of the SwamHills 
grizzlies— and why you 


should be, too 


By TOM ROSCHKOV 


of the Rocky Mountains and a 

stone’s throw from the geographic 
centre of the province, but that’s not 
what most of us think about when 
we hear the name Swan Hillis. The 
region and town at its heart, located 
200 kilometres northwest of Edmon- 
ton at the crest of a road christened 
the Grizzly Trail, are primarily known 
for their cornerstone industries. 

In the spring of 1956, only a few 
months after the first major highway 
to the area was built, an oil prospector 
named Fred Willock drilied the well 
that led to the third largest oil discov- 
ery in Canada, a boom that defined 
e. Its location amidst 
es means forestry has 
an integral role in the 

And of course, let's 
itroversial Alberta 
Treatment Facility 
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ne provincial govern- 


process hazardous 
rom across the country, it’s 
e to treat all forms of haz- 
waste as well as their residues, 

n’s website proudly proclaims. 
riumphs notwith- 


Industrial 
standing, my interest in the area—my 
obsession, if you will—is much more 
personal. Over the past five decades, 
Swan Hills has become a poster child 
fot the demolition of nature. And the 
animal in the centre of that poster is 
the Swan Hills grizzly bear—perhaps 
the last of the plains grizzlies. 


ENCIRCLED BY Lesser Slave Lake, the 
Athabasca River and the Little 
Smokey River, the peaks of Swan Hills 
rise from the surrounding boreal for- 


Loaded 


est. Like the Cypress Hills in the 
southeastern corner of the province, 
the Swan Hills are an incongruous 
outcrop of Rocky Mountain foothills. 
The land is a unique array of natural 
systems, a transitional gumbo of wet- 
lands, peat and forest. With its 1,210- 
metre elevation and rare flora and 
fauna not found anywhere else in the 
province, biologist John Stelfox in 
1958 called Swan Hills “a natural 
museum for zoologists, botanists and 
geologists.” Roadmaps show a vast, 
untouched, “green” landscape, yet 
nothing could be further from the 
truth. Viewed from the air, the region 
is shown to be pocked with clearcuts 
and carved up by cutlines that make 
it resemble the remnants of Christ- 
mas turkey. Within the span of one 
human life, a spectacular sub-alpine 
panorama has been devastated. 

“This place was a gold rush boom 
town in every respect, except the peo- 
ple moiled for liquid black gold,” 
Aubrey Kerr wrote about the burst of 
development in 1999’s Judy Creek and 
Beyond. “It was an explosion of skid 
shacks, trailers and trucks, drilling 
rigs and people from all over, all 
recently arrived in the middle of a 
pristine wilderness.... Bears roamed 
freely through town and a hook into 
any stream would immediately catch 
a grayling or trout.” But that was 
before health authorities issued warn- 
ings that young children and preg- 
nant women should avoid eating 
wild game and fish from the area, 
before the once-thriving and leg- 
endary population of grizzlies was 
struggling to merely exist. 

Before the arrival of European set- 


Pall \. 
a 
_ 
a 
=> & > 
aie 
; . . 
tt ge 
ent 
i 
err 
pct Ong a 
$ De * 
- jpre® 
-r oe 
al 
N ' 
wv t 
: : . 
‘ 
: 
- - 
+ 


tlers, grizzly bears ranged over all of 
what’s now called Alberta. There were 
three significant hot spots: the Rocky 
Mountains, the Cypress Hills and 
Swan Hills. Rough estimates (calculat- 
ed using population densities) in Sta- 
tus of the Grizzly Bear (Ursus arctos) in 
Alberta, a report published by Alberta 
Sustainable Resource Development 
and the Alberta Conservation Associ- 
ation in January 2002, suggest there 
were 6,000 grizzlies in the province in 
the 1880s. By 2000, there were fewer 
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than 850, plus 200 or so in Alberta’s 
national parks. Although the convo- 
luted provincial system of Bear Man- 
agement Areas makes it difficult to 
come up with precise counts for spe- 
cific areas, my best estimate is that 
there are around 80 grizzlies in and 
around the Swan Hills today. 


JULY 2000. According to the weather 
report—not the band—it was going 
to be a splendid weekend. Perfect 
chance to go camping, I thought,:an 
activity I’ve shaped into a science. 
Painting, drawing, photography: I 
had a plan. For me, a musician and 
artist, camping is all about observing 
nature and the age-old pursuit of 
relaxation. I might have brought 
along my guitar (I don’t remember) 
but I definitely had some 12-year-old 
single malt liquid of the gods. 

For many Albertans, leisurely 
opportunities like this lead due west 
to the mountains. But I’m interested 
in more subtle delicacies. So I went 


north—straight north, Wabasca way. 
After a few days of boreal self-indul- 
gence, I grudgingly packed up my lit- 
tle camp and split. Wearing my 
coffee-stained T-shirt, I headed south 
and found myself winding through 
the Swan Hills. I recall being in Penn- 
sylvania as a kid; Swan Hills remind- 
ed me of that state. | was ina 
daydreaming state that day (although 
I kept my eyes on the road). Because 
the word “grizzly” is affixed to almost 
every sign in Swan Hills, my thoughts 
naturally turned to bears—grizzly 
folklore, in particular. 

Dozens of local legends, both 
aboriginal stories and European 
yarns dating back to the 1840s, 
describe encounters with mammoth 
grizzlies. Early 20th-century photos 
show settlers (with great names like 
Olaf Monson, John Utas and trapper 
George Leas, the “Wolf King of Alber- 
ta”) posing outside their cabins with 
grizzly hides. In a journal about his 
western sketching excursions, itiner- 
ant portrait painter Paul Kane writes 
about dining on grizzly cub on the 
banks of the Athabasca River: “The 
cubs proved to be fine eating.” Swan 
Hills grizzlies were also regarded as 
fine trophy hunting. The Kinosayo 
Museum in the town of Kinuso, just 
up the highway, has a stuffed bear on 
display (taken legally by David Grif- 
fin on May 9, 1981). The 19-year-old 
female grizzly was 2.3 metres tall and 
weighed 892 pounds; it was listed as 
the 64th largest grizzly in the world 
at the time. 

Swan Hills grizzlies, in fact, are 
known for their size. As the interpre- 
tive display at the museum notes, 
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plains grizzlies had easy access to 
food, few enemies and lived in a tem- 
perate climate, which resulted in 
“maximum growth.” Other than the 
Rockies, the Swan Hills are the 
wettest part of the province, produc- 
ing bountiful foods like sage grass 
and berries that inevitably attracted 
grizzlies. Of course, the “sweep of civ- 
ilization drove him from these 
plains,” as the museum plaque reads, 
and researchers eventually concluded 
that the plains grizzly is not a distinct 
species, that they're “taxonomically” 
like all other grizzly bears in Alberta. 
Although technically not a sub- 
species, plains grizzlies are different, 
however, because they live on differ- 
ent terrain from the mountains 
where the vast majority of the conti- 
nent'’s grizzlies have battened down. 
And the Swan Hills, thanks again to 
the sweep of civilization, are regarded 
as their last, albeit dwindling, refuge. 


SEVERAL WEEKS AFTER my fateful 
camping trip, I found myself brows- 
ing through the shelves at Edmon- 
ton’s main public library. I dashed 
over to the reference desk and inno- 
cently asked for some info on the 
grizzlies of Swan Hills. Surely there 
must be a book or two about these 
legendary bears, I said. There wasn't. 
Nothing. Only a great void and a 
thorough feeling of uneasiness which 
booted me upside the trousers. 
Another fortnight or two passed 
and I couldn’t stand it. The bears 
were inside my brain. Why? Because 
this province is my home, my local 
environment, and I saw the Swan 
Hills situation as a symptom of 
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something terribly wrong. I had to 
get some information, to take a closer 
look. So I did the logical thing and 
phoned the conservation officer 
responsible for the region at his office 
in Swan Hills. He was a decent 
enough chap, helpful even, and 
divulged a few facts: there was indeed 
a small population of grizzlies in the 
area, the Swan Hills weren’t what 
they used to be, the dump was a 
problem, and so on. He seemed con- 
cerned but lamented that this whole 
‘plains grizzly business” was a bunch 
of nonsense. And that was pretty 
‘uch the end of it. For him, anyway. 
[t was just the beginning for me. 

I still had too many unanswered 
questions, you see. I wondered what 
would happen to these grizzlies? 
Sure, the provincial government reg- 
ulates grizzly hunting and enforces 
(at least in theory) environmental 
aspects of the energy and forestry 
industries. But who's in charge of the 
destiny of the Swan Hills bears? I 
decided to poke around a little more. 

In fact, I soon launched a full- 
Scale investigative flurry. I phoned, 
wrote letters and e-mailed everybody 
who could’ve helped: scientists and 
Professors across North America, gov- 
emmment bureaucrats, wildlife officials 
and every single environmental 
agency I could track down. I read arti- 
cles and books, sought out academic 
collections, hounded and snooped 
around clearcuts and industrial instal- 
lations. In short, I was annoying as 
hell. “Who are you?” I was asked Teg- 
ularly. “What are you doing? Why the 
interest?” I was looking for informa- 
tion, unsure how I'd be treated as an 


ordinary citizen asking questions. 
Mostly, I was ignored. 


1 WANTED TO LOOK at these bears 
from every possible angle, so I took a 
trip to see Andy Russell. A legendary 
conservationist, mountain man, cow- 
boy and wilderness guide, Russell has 
published 12 books (including the 
best-selling Grizzly Country) and pro- 
duced a pair of feature-length movies. 
He also lives in my own backyard, in 
an log cabin just outside the bound- 
aries of Waterton 
National Park. 

After asking 
for directions at 
a roadside diner 
where the chairs 
were surprisingly 
comfortable old 
tractor seats, I 
showed up at the 
cabin. I banged 
on his door and 
there he was, 
nearly 90 years 
old, a big man, a 
little thin now, 
wearing a griz- 
zly-claw necklace. I told Russell I 


was concerned about the Swan Hills* 


grizzlies and wanted to ask him 
some questions. He invited me in 
and, well, we talked about bears. He 
told me about some of his experi- 
ences, that he often sees bears right 
outside his cabin. 

At one point, Russell asked me 
outright if I’d ever seen a grizzly 
bear. No, I hadn't. Not then, anyway. 
I felt like a character on The Flint- 
stones, like I was shrinking right 


there in front of him. His last words 
to me, just before I left, were “never 
run from a bear.” He wasn’t joking. 


BEFORE NORTH AMERICA was colo- 
nized, grizzlies roamed much of the 
continent. The term “indicator” is 
used often when they’re discussed by 
scientists. According to my Oxford 
Dictionary, an indicator is a “device 
giving a measurement or showing a 
condition or status.” So the health of 
our grizzly population—or lack 
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thereof—speaks volumes. (Salmon 
and bald eagles, by the way, are also 
thought of as indicator animals.) 
Grizzlies are considered the great 
monarchs of the wilderness. That's 
true enough, but their role goes 
much deeper than that. Bears, in 
general, are linked deeply to the 
human psyche. “The bear’s role in 
the birth of human consciousness is 
found in archaeological relics, in the 
residue in belief today in tribal cul- 
tures, and in the structure of the lan- 


guage we use,” Paul Shepard and 
Barry Sanders wrote in 1985's The 
Sacred Paw. In the same book, 
archaeologist Marija Gimbutas writes 
that “the maternal devotion of the 
female bear made such an impres- 
sion upon European peasants that 
she was adopted as a symbol of 
motherhood.” 

Humans have existed side by side 
with these creatures for centuries. Our 
own destiny has been shaped by their 
presence; we've coexisted and learned 

from them. But 
the bickering of 
today’s grizzly 
politics—debates 
over the upcom- 
ing 2004 spring 
grizzly hunt in 
Alberta, for 
instance—is 
unbelievable. 
This is a touchy 
subject: govern- 
ments don’t like 
to be questioned, 
especially by 
their own scien- 
tists, corpora- 
tions don’t like to see their bottom 
lines in jeopardy, ranchers have dif- 
fering opinions on how to deal 
with grizzlies. In other words, 
neighbours are divided, careers are 
jeopardized, court battles are 
fought.... It never ends. 

Why all the fuss? Because, in a 
sense, it’s an admission of guilt. 
Because we're guilty of recklessly 
chewing up the planet. 

Critiquing Alberta's bread and 
butter industries is a grueling and 


difficult task, especially with many 
of my close friends and acquain- 
tances employed in these business- 
es. All the same, the stark realities 
of our ever-consuming, disposable 
and short-sighted society are 
becoming almost comically obvi- 
ous, Sadly, the Swan Hills grizzlies 
have slipped to the bottom of the 
political slagheap. We know that a 
major population lived there until 
the 1950s and today they are a 
skeletal version of their former sta- 
tus, beaten down, demoralized and 
virtually isolated. If past examples 
hold true, then the Swan Hills griz- 
zlies are destined to disappear. 
Sometimes, in some places, small 
populations of bears do survive. And 
over the years, a few individuals 
have gone to bat for the Swan Hills 
grizzlies—people like Al Oeming, one 
of the province's earliest field zoolo- 
gists and a key figure behind the 
Alberta Game Farm. But these people 
have been a drop in the bucket. And 
do we really want a glorified zoo of 
bears fitted with radio collars? To 
rejuvenate a battered land, a battered 
species, a collective effort is required. 
Ultimately, I think we need to 
stop asking if the Swan Hills grizzlies, 
if Alberta's grizzlies, should be classi- 
fied as a threatened species. We 
know the answer already. @ 
Tom Roschkov is an visual artist and a 
member of the Edmonton band SMAC. 
To read more about his obsession with 
the grizzly bears of Swan Hills, go to 
www. brassmonkeyproductions.com, or 
for more general information go 
www.grizzlybear. 
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BILLINGSGATE SEAFOOD MARKET 
AND LIGHTHOUSE CAFE 

7331-104 St. * 433-0091 

5506 Tudor Glen (St. Albert) * 460-2222 
The smell of sea-dwelling lifeforms fills 
the air, and the East Coast music in 
the background makes me feel as 
though I’ve been suddenly transport- 
ed to the Rock. I’m searching for the 
words to describe the dining area, a 
compact section featuring artistic 
depictions of fish and unsurprisingly, 
lighthouses. Then it hits me: "rustic 
oceanic atmosphere." (Okay, so that's 
what it says on the menu. So sue me.) 
Speaking of menus, I’m loving the 
Lighthouse’s lunch edition. The level 
of sophistication is greater than I’d 
anticipated, what with the red Peru- 
vian trout and Cajun prawn pizza. And 
the dinner menu is even more in- 
depth, featuring a list of stuff that 
makes my mouth water—paella, 
Hawaiian bigeye tuna, bouillabaisse 
and California striped bass with a 
mandarin fennel glaze. Very nice. And 
the wine list seems reasonably priced, 
too—t see a bottle of Australian Rose- 
mount shiraz-cabernet is $23 and | 
know the same bottle will run you 
about $14 or so in the liquor store, so 
Billingsgate obviously isn’t going crazy 
with the markup. Being the soup 
junkie that | am, | start off with a small 
bowl of lobster bisque. The lovely 
orange mixture is described as having 
been prepared in the traditional 
French style, with cognac, cream and 
rich lobster broth. Topped with some 
finely chopped fresh parsley, it’s 
incredibly flavourful. Rich yes, but it 
doesn’t weigh me down at all, which 
is good because | have a pickerel fillet 
on the way. (Note: you can get a big- 


call 945-4737 


and ask about our 
“room for lovers” 


for only *89 


ger portion of the bisque as a meal. | 
saw one come out of the kitchen. 
Huge.) "That’s a good choice," the 
server tells me as | order the fish, pre- 
pared in a tangerine butter and served 
with green apple relish. The large, 
colourful plate features the northern 
Alberta pickerel, a side of rice and a 
medley of vegetables. Not just your 
cheap, run-of-the-mill veggies, either, 
but a mix of red pepper, snow peas, 
zucchini, cauliflower, broccoli, carrots 
and squash. The pickerel is good and 
tender, the white meat flaking apart as 
you gently prod it with the fork. I’m 
missing something, though. And 
unfortunately, it doesn’t dawn on me 
until later that there was no green 
apple relish on the side. Damn. It 
would've tasted great with the picker- 
el... which is probably why it appears 
on the menu in the first place, right? 
Still, | douse the fish with some lemon 
and it’s just fine. Average Price: $$$ 
(Reviewed 11/13/03) 


82 BBQ AND NOODLE HOUSE 
9118-82 Ave * 448-9988 

With the growing tickle in my throat 
letting me know sickness would over- 
take me soon, | decided | needed a 
big, spicy bow! of some type of Asian 
soup. Steve had heard there was a 
new noodle house down Whyte—and 
it seemed like the perfect remedy to 
the evil brewing inside me. The menu 
is packed with all sorts of standard 
Chinese fare and it’s too bad we’re 
just a pair popping in for a quick bite 
because the BBQ duck dinner for four 
(at what seems like a reasonable 
$65.75) looks tasty. Instead, we split a 
few dishes: the empire chicken, a BBQ 
pork chow mein and, to curb my 
spicy soup craving, a medium-sized 
bowl of the seafood hot and sour 
concoction. The server brings me a 
huge pot of loose leaf jasmine tea, 
helping me soothe the irritation in my 
throat prior to the main event. The 
food arrives quickly, starting with the 
soup. This hot and sour version has 
your typical tofu and strands of thinly 
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PREVIOUSLY REVIEWED RESTAURANTS 


sliced Chinese mushrooms, along 
with peas, shredded carrots, calamari 
and baby shrimp in an ultra-thick 
almost gelatinous broth. For the short 
while that the soup remained hot 
(temperature-wise), my throat feels 
much better. After getting through a 
bowl or two each, the empire chicken 
and the chow mein arrive. The for- 
mer, served on a small, oval platter 
with breaded chicken chunks, mush 
rooms, green peppers, Carrots, water 
chestnuts, baby corns and peanuts, i: 
supposed to be spicy. (It had the little 
red chilis beside the name on the 
menu, for Crissakes.) It’s good, yes, 
but provides little in the way of a kick 
| have to be honest—I wasn’t too 
impressed with the chow mein plat- 
ter, either. The amount of BBQ pork 
amongst the bok choy and other veg 
gies looks scant and upon further dig 
ging, we find our initial assessment to 
be correct. | did like the crunchy noo- 
dles, however, a nice contrast to the 
rest of the dish. Average Price: § 
(Reviewed 01/08/04) 


FLAVOURS MODERN BISTRO 
10354-82 Ave * 439-9604 

You want brave? Try opening a 
restaurant a few weeks before Christ- 
mas, which is exactly what the own 
ers of Flavours Modern Bistro have 
done on the famous Old Strathcona 
stretch. Sure, you get the Christmas 
push, but January is downtime for 
most establishments. Then again, 
there’s a reason rents on Whyte are so 
high: never-ending traffic. | walked 
into Flavours (kudos to them on the 
inclusion of the "u," by the way), the 
former location of the Bagel Tree, and 
was immediately impressed by the 
look of the swanky new spot, what 
with the cozy blue chairs, dark hard- 
wood décor (both tables and floor) 
and the high ceiling complete with 
oddly-shaped alcoves on the walls. | 
have an intelligent, concise menu in 
front of me, offering a selection of sal- 
ads, apps, "flavourwiches" and a few 
tasty-looking entrées (oh, and two 
varieties of eggs Benedict). | almost 
bite on the braised lamb shanks with 
a white bean and lentil ragout but | 
always get lamb, so | go instead for 
the chicken pancetta sandwich (sorry, 
flavourwich), featuring a grilled chick- 
en breast, pancetta, smoked moz- 
zarella with a roasted red pepper and 
garlic mayo on multi-grain bread. 
Basically, it’s a high-end "club." In a 
fowl mood himself, Steve selects the 
five-pecan crusted chicken, a real 
earthy-looking dish that was served 
with a brown pommery mustard 
sauce. More people begin to file in 
and | decide that Flavours is a solid 
addition to Whyte’s dining scene and 
not just because people are trudging 
along in minus-40 weather to get 
there. | can’t think of many, if any, 
places on the strip that combine such 
an obvious level of sophistication with 
so little in the way of pretension and 
overly expensive items. The well-pro- 
portioned dishes top out at about 
$16 or $17 while the top price on the 
wine list is about $40 or so, instead of 
a starting point. You could easily 
spend more for less. Average Price: 
$$ (Reviewed 01/29/04) 


wuEewEEKLY @Y> 


FEBRUARY 12-18, 2004 


Griddle management 


Filling up on 
pancakes at the local 
branch of venerable 
White Spot chain 


By DAVID DiICENZO 


nad a big day ahead of me—lots to 

write and a rare game of hoops in 

the evening. I’m notorious for being 
a non-breakfast guy, but that’s some- 
thing I’m slowly trying to change, so 
I thought it would be the perfect time 
to get an early fuel-up that would last 
me well into the night. Where to go, 
where to go? I hopped in the car and 
started driving down Calgary Trail 
when I remembered the White 
Spot. I'd never eaten there before but 
1 do recall writing up a brief descrip- 
tion of the place for some city website 
and I knew for a fact they served 
breakfast. So in I went. 

White Spot is a chain—but a 
western Canadian one, which isn’t 
so bad. Founder Nat Bailey was a 
crafty Vancouver entrepreneur who 
got the business up and running way 
back in the '30s, a few years after 
opening the country’s first drive-in 
restaurant following a car ownership 
boom in the Lower Mainland. Smart 
guy. It’s since expanded throughout 
B.C. and into Alberta, with the Cal- 
gary Trail locale being the only one 
of its kind in Edmonton (and the 
farthest east of any White Spots). 

This particular branch under- 
standably has a bit of a hockey motif 
going on, with Original six jerseys 
displayed alongside some old-school 
metal blade skates and various pic- 
tures adorning the walls. I figure 
they must have that new Joe station 
tuned in on the radio. Someone told 
me it’s a mix of all sorts of crap and 
when the rotation goes from old 
Depeche Mode to Macy Gray and 
then to Phil Collins’s “Easy Lover,” 
I'm convinced. Where the hell’s 
Andy Travis when you need him? 


One nearby table of two business 
guys are boring the hell out of me 
with their pseudo-wheeling-and- 
dealing (the salesman is a particular 
annoyance) so I gaze out through 
the open Venetian blinds. Unless 
you're heavy into parking lots (or 
the Zellers), the view isn’t what 
you'd call engaging. 

Doesn't matter, though—I’m 
here to fill the tank. 

I go big, passing up on some of 
the staple breakfast items in favour 
of the renowned pancake sandwich, 
which the menu describes as a stack 
of buttermilk pancakes with an egg 
on top and a choice of bacon or 
sausage on the side. Funny thing, 
that’s exactly what it was. 


RESTAURANTS 


Whenever I indulge in some pan- 
cakes, I tend to wanna eat ‘em up 
real fast. The reason being, pancakes 
get cold quickly. That’s not the case 
at White Spot, however. Your syrup 
comes to the table in a little personal 
dispenser—and get this: it’s warmed 
up in the kitchen. That's such a sim- 
ple touch but it honestly cures the 
one and only problem I have with 
pancakes. It’s like those glasses filled 
with fluid that you put upside-down 
in the freezer—the only problem 
with beer is that it gets warm but in 
one of those glasses, it only gets 
colder as you drink it. 

These are ingenious ideas, people. 


1 TACKLE MY pancake sandwich, 
topped with an over-easy egg and a 
couple slices of bacon. I got a nice cup 
of fruit on the side and for once in my 
life, I honestly had no beef with 
pineapples—the cubes in my small 
bowl, like the melons, orange slices 
and seedless red grapes, were bursting 
with moisture and sweetness. The 
heap of yummy pancakes in front of 
me was proving to be a far greater 
challenge than I'd anticipated. Don’t 
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get me wrong: they were great (albeit a 
step below the buckwheat banana 
variety I had at a Calgary spot called 
Break the Fast once, the most fantastic 
pancakes I’ve ever experienced in my 
entire life). They were crisp enough on 
the outside and fluffy in the middle, 
but I had two problems. For one, I’m 
not used to eating that early in the day 
and I was getting full in a hurry. Sec- 
ond, even though I knew I needed to 
eat, I was scared to do so because the 
tingling throat and increasingly itchy 
face I had been experiencing all morn- 
ing prior to trekking to the White Spot 
suggested that my second allergic reac- 
tion in the past few months, to God 
knows what, was on the horizon. 

It’s actually tough eating breakfast 
when you're preoccupied with figur- 
ing out how you'll get your carcass to 
a hospital on a moment's notice, 

I eventually ripped through every- 
thing but half the stack and the gener- 
ous heap of butter before I was ready 
to call it quits. I hadn't succumbed to 
the allergies yet, so I thought it was 
best to get outta Dodge quickly. “It 
was bigger than I thought,” I tell the 
waitress clearing my plate, who fully 
admits the trademark pancake sand- 
wich is “a lot of food.” 

That’s western Canadian hospital- 
ity for ya. And Nat Bailey was certain- 
ly all about satisfying the people. © 
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MILL CREEK CAFE 

9562-82 Ave ¢ 439-5535 

Other than a bevy of nice-looking sweets 
and baked goods, sandwiches are pretty 
much the order of the day at Mill Creek 
Café. Kate orders the Montreal smoked 
meat sandwich, while | eventually get 
around to choosing the salmon salad. 
Then come the questions. "Swiss, ched- 
dar or cream cheese?" the counter girl 
asks. Kate says Swiss, | say cream. "Toma- 


VALENTINE'S DAY 
MENU 


Choose one of the 
following entrees... 


A NEW SIMPLE FORMULA 
TO CASUAL FINE DINING 


Featuring jazz in our casual dining room on weekends Why go anywhere else 


Brett Miles Feb.13&1h “""""9 


to, cucumber and sprouts?" Yup. "Pick- 
les?" Sure. "Hot, honey or Dijon mus- 
tard?" Kate says yes to the former and 
after a bit of deliberation, | pass, figuring 
there’s no need to add mustard to the 
salmon. "Mayo and butter?" Neither. Mill 
Creek bakes everything fresh each day 
and as | attempt to wrap my mouth 
around the massive slices of grainy whole 
wheat bread with pieces of carrot in it, | 
think to myself that it looks awfully invit- 
ing. | had taken note of the fact that Kate 
asked for hot mustard and | patiently 
awaited her reaction. Sure enough, it 
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South Western 


a Spice Crusted Chicken 


Breast 
Stuffedwith Avocado, Baby Shrimp, Weiss Cheese 
 - Mango Habanero Di 


Grilled Salmon 


with Sundried Pesto Cream Sauce 


Chicken Proscvitta Cotto, 
Diced Roma Tomato, Button Mushrooms, Fresh 
Spinach Green Basil Curry Rose Sauce 
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KITCHEN & BAR 


14921 Stony Plain Rd 


came. "Whoa," she says after the first or 
second bite. It’s actually really hot stuff—1 
try a nibble and some of the mustard 
actually burns a small nick on my lip. 
These sandwiches are huge and because 
baked goods are in our immediate 
future, we pack up the remainders and 
head back to the counter. This time, I’m 
only slightly more decisive—a piece of 
chocolate cherry loaf (a mere buck and 
change) and a slice of lemon meringue 
pie, though the chocolate peanut butter 
bars were crying out at me. Average 
Price: $ (Reviewed 12/04/03) 


‘ p in the palm 
of your hands? 


Included... 


Choice of Desserts 
Blueberry Cheesecake 
Raspberry Mousse 
Black & White Mousse 
Glass of Champagne 
Roses for the ladies 


All entrees served with... 


side caesar, 
choieof , 
potatoes or rice 
market fresh 


vegetables, 
and unlimited 
fresh baked bread 


SMOKEY JOE’S HICKORY 
SMOKEHOUSE 

15135 Stony Plain Road o 413-3379 

| figure—er, | mean, | reckon—Smokey 
Joe’s was conceived as a replica of old- 
fashioned prairie cuisine, or at least an 
homage to it. License plates from all 
over the continent dot the walls and 
the menu, bound in wood, has head- 
ings like "Samwiches" and "Young Un’s 
Dinners." The ranch theme is a little 
schmaltzy but for a guy soon to vacate 
the province, it’s enough to bring a 
small tear to my eye. The coolest thing 
has to be the pink butcher paper they 
use for tablecloths—that’s a nice 
touch. My comedic dining buddy 
Steve is along for this trail ride and he 
busts a gut when he spots the veg- 
gieburger on the menu. "| bet you it’s 
never been ordered," he says. Well, 
neither of us are gonna be the first so 
instead, we put all our eggs in one 


_high-cholesterol basket: the sampler 


for two. It includes; in no particular 
order, two roasted quarter chickens, 
pork ribs, turkey, ham, beef and two of 
Smokey Joe’s famous ultra-hot wings. 


pee 


eas 


offersa 


Special 


Valentine’ 


Saturday Night 
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Oh, and garlic toast. "We’re out of 
wings tonight so I'll give you another 
quarter chicken. Is that okay?" our host 
asks. Deal! You get your choice of three 
sides with the sampler so Steve and | 
agree on cornbread, beans and potato 
salad. | don’t notice much green any- 
where in the restaurant so we see no 
sense in having any on our plate. Back 
a century ago, a cowboy wouldn’t 
have been clamouring for a side salad, 
right? | swear there's a strained look on 
our server’s face as she lugs out the 
plate with what Steve refers to as "a 
pile of meat" on it. "There, go wild," 
she says. All of the homemade barbe- 
cue sauces are lined up in front of us— 
Smokey Joe’s sells them on the 
premises, along a variety of the meats, 
including jerky—and it’s time to get to 
work. On this snowy, frigid night, the 
platter gives me a much-needed dose 
of summertime. The ‘spicy taste of the 
smoked meats, the richness of the 
beans and the creamy potato salad 
make me forget that it got dark at 4:30 
p.m. that day. Average Price: $$- 
$$$ (Reviewed 12/11/03) 
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“A modem world-class resort that still feels like the locais’ little secret” 


By RICK OVERWATER 


¥i 


Photos by Tina Mirwald 
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w Can you accurately gauge the 
Hest: of a ski resort on a bluebird 
ay with the temperature barely 
below the freezing point? There’s little 
doubt that the marketing gurus pimp- 
ing increasingly expensive lift tickets 
and all-inclusive packages at most 
resorts will bristle at this question— 
but if the snow is good, the sun is out, 
the hill is steep enough and you're 
having the time of your life, you 
could be on almost any ski hill, right? 
This, as I blast full-tilt down the 
Milky Way, a wide-open blue cruiser 
between the Silver Star resort’s Sum- 
mit Chair and Comet Six-Pack 
Express, is the dilemma I face when 
it comes time to recount my visit to 
others. What is it that sets apart this 
little gem at the north end of British 
Columbia’s Okanagan valley? 
One clue comes very soon, during 
a lunchtime conversation with Jeff 
Homer, the director of Silver Star’s ski 
and snowboard school. He points out 
that though there’s still plenty of 
powder stashes to be found, you have 
to take into account the fact that it 
hasn't snowed at Silver Star for sever- 
al days. Yet the snow, which initially 
fell in the form of B.C.’s much-bally- 
hooed “champagne powder,” is still 
soft, loosely packed and easy to set 
even the most neglected snowboard 
edge into. I have to admit that the 


BREWERY 


Big Rock reminds you not to drink and ski 


snow would usually be a bulletproof 
sheet back home in Alberta by now 
“I think interior snow is better,” says 
Homer. “The snow is different than 
Whistler-Blackcomb where y 
get rain and snow a 


ou can 
ll in one day or 
Banff where you get good snow but 
it’s really cold. What sets Silver Star 
apart is that it provides excellent 
snow quality from November all the 
way through to March.” 

Homer is an ex-Ontario native 
who relocated to Vancouver but 
found himself visiting Silver Star so 
often he decided to simply move here 
and get a job. He pauses, mid-explana- 
tion, as our Long John burgers, named 
after the popular on-hill pub we're sit- 
ting in, arrive at our table. I’m later 
told this watering hole is where most 
of the beer flows after the hill closes— 
perhaps that’s because you need to 
offset the rather arresting bite of their 
Signature burger’s jalapefio mustard. 
When our conversation about Silver 
Star’s snow resumes, I learn that it’s 
important to consider not just the 
snow itself, but where it falls. 

At 1,915 metres, Silver Star sits low 
enough that summers reveal the hill 
as more of a beautiful flower-strewn 
grassland than an actual mountain. 
“Our runs are summer-groomed,” says 


SEE NEXT PAGE 
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Zag GET- INTO SUBARU ALL-WHEEL DRIVE TODAY! 


20042.5XFORESTER 
* Symmetrical full-time AWD © 2.5L SOHC, 4-cylinder « 165hp « 5 speed manual transmission 


(standard) ¢ ABS * Dual airbags (front & side) ¢Flat folding rear seats (60/40 split) © Heated front seats 
° A/C * Cruise control * 6-way adjustable driver's seat « AM/FM weather band CD * And much more 
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10120-178 ST. EnMonton 484-7733 


2004 IMPREZA 2.5 TS SPORT WAGON 


‘© Symmetrical full-time AWD * 2.5L SOHC 4-cylinder * 165hp «5 speed manual 
transmission (standard, EAT optional) * ABS * Dual front airbags + Active front seat head 
restraints * Keyless entry * Cruise control * Air Conditioning * AM/FM/CD.» Embroidered 

floor mats Fiat folding reer seats (60/40 split) « Roof rail © And much more. 


| 9404-34 ave 989-0700 


2004 OUTBACK ANNIVERSARY EDITION 


* Symmetrical full-time AWD ¢ 3.0L DOHC, 6-cylinder * 212hp © 4 speed automatic transmission 
(standard) + ABS + Heavy-duty raised suspension * Dual front airbags * Cruise control * Air Conditioning 
* Fog lights * Roat rack systems * 16" aluminum alloy wheels « AM/FM weather band CD * 6-way power 

adjustable driver's seat » Heated front seats * Rear seats (60/40 split) « And much more 
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Silver Star 


Single or Continued from previous page 
wuble Row = - 
Seating Homer. “We’re out there cutting the 
grass at fall so when we do get the first 
snowfalls, we can ski on very little 
base because we're skiing on a mead- 
Onboard ow as opposed to rocks.” 
segs But don’t let all this talk of grass, 
flowers and meadows fool you into 
thinking that Silver Star is all easygo- 
Self-Serve ing terrain. Hell no. The hill basically 
cote divides into two areas, the Putnam 
Creek area, serviced by the Powder 
Gulch express high-speed quad, and 
Self-Serve 


Hot or Cold 
bh Beverages 


SCHOOL 
TRAVEL 


Ask about our 
STUDENT TICKET PACK 
and our other great 

discount offers. 


1.800.232.1958 
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Calgary 

Red Deer 
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Fort McMurray 


www.redarrow.ca 


va 
Sunny Gladess 


SAVE TIME SAVE MONEY 


SKI BY THE HOUR 


the Vance Creek area immediately 
accessed from the day lodge area or 
your hotel. Only 20 per cent of the 
resort’s 107 marked runs are green, 
with 50 per cent blue and 30 per 
cent either black diamond or double 
black diamond. And almost half of 
those blue runs are in the Putnam 
Creek area of the mountain, noted 
on the ski-area map as being “steeper 
and more challenging than the blue 
runs in the Vance Creek area.” 

Not that you'll get to sample 
enough of them in one day to get a 
true sense of things. There’s too many 


tuns and some of them are too long. 
The snow is in too good of shape to 
bother with the terrain park, an assort- 
ment of rails, spines and funboxes at 
the end of the Middle Dipper run in 


_the Vance Creek area. Instead we try 


to use up the last of the powder stash- 
es in the perfectly spread-out glades 
alongside the blue Whiskey Jack and 
Spruce Meadow runs. Homer figures 
there are still some-powder lines that 
can be found in the Attridge face area 
to the left of the resort village, but we 
opt for high speed down in the Put- 
nam Creek area. 


eat ' 
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Indeed, the blue runs are steeper 
over there and lengthy routes like the 
Gypsy Queen and Sunny Ridge offer 
more velocity than most riders and 
skiers will willingly muster. It’s easy to 
catch sizable air over the occasional 
rollers that punctuate those runs and 
it’s almost a shame that it doesn’t 
allow you much time to marvel at the 
incredible view of the Okanagan Val- 
ley, lightly layered with gauzy clouds 
and rimmed by snow-capped moun- 
tains. By the time we pick our way 
through the steeps offered on a few 
black diamond runs, some littered 
with unforgiving moguls and some 
freshly groomed, the day is done. 


OUR ONLY OPTION NOW is to do 
some night skiing off the Summit 
chair, an almost surreal experience 
due to the eerily lit trees, all stark, ice- 
encrusted white against the black 
nighttime sky. Followed by some mid- 
to-high-end dining at Putnam Station, 


the more affordable of Silver Star's two 
fine-dining restaurants (just two of the 
14 different places you can eat 
depending on the time of day) it’s the 
perfect way to wrap up a long day. 

And it’s here, over a rack of damn 
good ribs and a pint of Okanagan 
Springs Pale Ale that the individuality 
of Silver Star finally registers. With 
2,725 skiable acres (1,135 hectares), it’s 
not the largest hill around but it’s set 
up with enough amenities to service 
all comers on a busy day and the runs 
are laid out in an easy-to-access, almost 
intuitive manner. Accommodations— 
in our case a comped room at the mid- 
priced Silver Lode Inn, a Swiss-style 
hotel—are mere steps from food, beer 
and lift tickets. It’s a convenient resort, 
boasting the recognizable attributes of 
your favourite mega-hill. Yet somehow 
Silver Star, a modern world-class resort 
that still feels like the locals’ little 
secret, is just plain different. 

It’s as simple as that. © 
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Drinking and chair masters: a day at Silver Star 


So the night crews found four full 
kegs stashed on one of the runs at Sil- 
ver Star, the story goes. No word 
how they got there, or what exactly 
could be done with four kegs of beer 
on a ski hill. And who'd be doing it. 

The sun rose cold over the moun- 
tain. The fantastically old two-seat 
Summit chair bobbed us up, at times 
within throwing distance of the adja- 
cent Comet Express, a brand-new 
sixer chair. “New chair?” | asked. 

“Yeah,” replied my chairmate, 
“Biggest chair in Canada.” 

“There was a quad there before?” 

“Yep.” 

“And | heard the old quad on the 
back side of the mountain was 
replaced with a new quad?” 

“Yep. | heard the two old quads 
were sold to some place in Iran.” 

“ran?” 

“Yeah.” 

We were silent for a while, our 
chair swaying far above the ground. 
“Why aren't we on the fast one?” | 
asked. “Do you think | could jump 
from here?” he responded, about 15 
feet up. 


FOR ME, the rush here at Silver Star 


~wasn‘t'in the speed, or the air, or 


even the descent. It was in the critical 
turning moments, when you jab your 
pole into the snow and sort of hop 
around the mogul. The rush was in 
that lift you got between the time 


you made the turn and spotted the 
next one. It’s a very methodical, 
thoughtful descent. Of course, the 
more experienced do it quickly, hop- 
ping around these lumps that 
matched their size with fluid ease. 

The gigantic moguls and a good 
share of the more challenging runs 
are on the back side of the mountain 
here. The new Powder Gulch quad 
services the back runs, with a T-bar 
from the lift station back to front-side 
access. The old chair, the Putnam 
Creek Express, was also a quad. An 
article on canadiansnowpatrol.com 
says the new chair is “much smoother 
and more comfortable. Skiers and 
boarders alike have complemented 
the ease of loading and the shorter lift 
lines.” The only visible difference 
between the new and old chair is an 
electronic gate which prevents skiers 
from rushing to the chair too quickly. | 
would hope the chair is faster, too, 
but I didn’t notice any difference. 

“Do you think it’s money?” | 
asked, 

“| know it’s money,” my chair- 
mate replied. “Money money.” 

We couldn’t figure out why they 
upgraded two of the fastest chairs on 
the mountain but left the old doubles 
in service. But we were certain there 
was a good reason. “That guy’s ski 
just fell off,” | pointed. A few chairs 
up, a couple was peering into the 
snow bank below. 


“My face is going to fall off,” my 
chairmate said. 


A HANDFUL OF PEOPLE are sliding 
or side-stepping down White Ele- 
phant, a black run with one particu- 
larly vertical stretch. Someone has 
lost his ski and walked to the base of 
the run, where it flattens out. His ski 
is stuck in a patch where it’s hard to 
notice until you've gone past it and 
look back up. You can’t see very far 
though, because the horizon is quick 
to intersect here, where it’s so Steep. 

“This is hard,” a man says. There’s 
a pack of us clustered near the top, 
trying to pick our track. “It’s like a sea 
of deadly breasts,” he says. “Deadly, 
frozen breasts.” 

| picked a particularly cold day to 
go to Silver Star. After lunch, | skied to 
the bottom of the six-chair and began 
the lengthy trip to the back side. Two 
older men rode up with me. | hitched 
my scarf up over my nose and was 
totally thrilled when it stuck to my 
upper lip with a wet sort of glop. 

“Shotta schnapps?” one guy 
asked the other, producing a plastic 
flask from nowhere. The other took it. 
“Little fire for the trip ahead,” he said, 
then drank. 

“Yeah,” the first said, taking it 
back. “Little fire in the belly.” | was 
jealous. | recommend a flask of your 
own if it’s any colder than -10°C, — 
BRENDAN Proct 


All four properties feature: Free Evening 
Shuttle Service to downtown shops, 
restaurants and night clubs; The Best of 
Banff Discount book, providing exclusive 
discount offers to our guests from Banff’s 
best Shops and restaurants; 
complimentary underground parking; and 
the Caribou Snow School, which provides 
Private ski and snowboard lessons from 
some of Canada's best instructors. 
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Ski Panorama! 
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2 day Ski & Ride packages from: $238 per person 


all inc. full kitchens, 
BBQs, and fireplaces. 


FREE hot tubs and § 
Saunas! 


Choose your ski vacation and check availability at 
www.highcountryproperties.com 
or Cali toil free 


1 800 665 1801 


for details and information. 


CAR RACK SYSTEMS 


_ 


AVAILABLE AT 


[IACESETTER 


10054 -167ST. 483-2005 


Will our writer beat 
the experts to the 
bottom, on her 
bottom? 


By CAROL MIYAGAWA 


you're gliding along, effortlessly 

sailing over the bumps, manipu- 
lating the turns with great ease, 
when suddenly you fall flat on your 
bum and start skidding out of con- 
trol. That’s what happened to me 
on a recent ski trip to Mount 
Norquay, one of Canada’s oldest 
and most historic ski areas. Thanks 
to the quick action of one of the 
resort’s snow hosts, however, I 
walked away at the end of the day. 

The morning started out with 
much promise. As my husband and I 
drove west towards Banff, a thick fog 
lifted just as the peaks came into 
view. I was excited about skiing at 
Norquay, located just minutes from 
the Banff townsite. Until the 1990s, 
the ski area consisted of a single 
double-chair leading to the steepest 
terrain on the mountain. Not my 
idea of a fun day on the slopes. 
Today, though, Norquay is more my 
speed, boasting one double-chair, 
three quads and more than 30 runs 
gracing one of the most magnificent 
mountains in the region. 

Linda and Blaine, the competent 
and enthusiastic snow hosts assigned 
to give us a tour, greeted us at the 
entrance with smiles and a warm 
welcome. “So, what kind of skiing 
do you like to do?” Linda asked. “No 
black diamonds, please,“ I replied 
hastily, remembering that Norquay 
is renowned for its challenging dou- 
ble black runs. After a quick swoosh 
down Speculation, a green run 


[ is like skiing. Some days 


which provides plenty of entertain- 
ment for skiers on the chair lift over- 
head, our next destination was the 
Spirit chair. Just then, the sun broke 
out, the clouds disappeared and it 
was a perfect blue sky day. 


THE BEAUTY OF SKIING at Mount 
Norquay is that you rarely get cold 
on the chairlifts. All the lifts are in 
the trees and the slopes run down 
the lee side of the mountain, shelter- 
ing you from the effects of windchill 
on a frosty day. According to Linda, 
you almost never encounter a white- 
out on the slopes either, even when 
it’s snowing heavily. 

The first hint my day was about 
to hit some rough patches came as I 
was exiting Spirit. As I slid off the 
chair, I accidentally bumped against 
Linda while struggling to stay on 
my skis. (Things like that always 
happen when you have an audi- 


ence.) After successfully skiing Abra- 
cadabra, one of the resort’s steep 
blue runs, my hosts thought I was 
ready for the Mystic Express. As we 
rode the chair, we caught glimpses 
of Banff and the beautiful Bow River 
valley spread out below us. 

Although Norquay staff groom 
all blue and green runs every night, 
a serious lack of snow in December 
and January meant conditions were 
far from ideal. At the top of Imp, I 
was the last to start down the run. 
After my first turn, I accidentally 
crossed my tips and sent myself tum- 
bling onto my stomach, my legs 
splayed out beneath me. Soon I was 
rocketing downhill, feet first, com- 
pletely out of control. 

Not knowing what else to do, I 
tried hard to dig in my edges and 
drag my poles in the snow, but I 


Photo courtesy of Mount Norquay 


_ MountNorquay 


continued to slide. Racing down, 
Blaine attempted to slow me but |! 
slid right past him. With my hus- 
band still below me, I said a secret 
prayer that he’d try to rescue me, 
but he didn’t. (I’m still not speaking 
to him.) It was beginning to look as 
if, for the first time in my life, | 
would beat everyone down a steep 
run, even the experts. But, sudden- 
ly, my skis hit something solid. 
Another skier? A tree? Blaine? For- 
tunately, it was the latter and I was 
safe on the slope. 


FEELING AS WOBBLY as a novice 
skier after too much snowplowing, | 
suggested a break. Over lunch at 
Norquay’s luxury lodge with Rob 
Cote, the resort’s director of market- 
ing, he chuckled when I joked that 
perhaps I should learn how to self- 
arrest. Full of good food (Norquay 
has its own chef), we were soon 
ready to be on the hill again—the 
bunny hill, that is, a chance to test 
out the Sundance conveyor lift, 
which is new to Norquay. 

In the afternoon I fell twice get- 
ting off the Cascade chair and nearly 
tripped over a doorstop while enter- 
ing the lodge, conveniently blaming 
all this on a leg muscle Id recently 
pulled. For safety’s sake, I opted to 
sit in the sun where the worst thing 
that could happen to me was sun- 
burn. The beauty of Mount Norquay. 
and Cascade Mountain soon made 
me forget the bad ski day I was hav- 
ing. Engrossed in the scene before 
me, I watched experts maneuvering 
the double black diamond and 
novices struggling down the green 
runs, while young and old rode up 
the bunny hill together. Above 
them, daring snowboarders flew off 
the halfpipe. 

They all seemed to be having a 
great time. I was too—now that I'd 


stopped skiing. © 
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It’s all fun and shames on the hill 


Halley's Special Blend jacket,. Special Blend toque and Burton cargo pants from Easy Rider * Grayson’s NFA Eshelon jacket, 
Vulcom "Heat Seeker" pants, Burton toque and Arnette Catfish sunglasses from Easy Rider 


Photos and styling: Francis Tétrault * Photo assistant: Lisa Model agency: Mode Models * Location: Snow Valley « Additional 
styling from Easy Rider's Mike Ethier and Miranda Watson and Doug from Pacesetter 


Best Western Fernie_ 
Mountain Lodge 
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Purchase Our Valentine’s Day Gift Certificate which includes... 

*Two 1 hour massages *Two nights accommodation in our luxurious 4 star hotel 
*A romantic room, complete with fireplace One In-Room Breakfast for two 

All for only $350.00, (Redeemable Until June 30th, 2004) 
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THE BEST NEWS. y 
FRESH YOURSELF 


THE BEST OF EVERYTHING. 
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Kuweseecs: a <M) TECNICA 


IASPER’S ONLY Hin oes 


NON-SMOKING BAR WALKWAY ACROSS FROM STEAM ENGINE 
CONNAUGHT DRIVE, JASPER 
TELEPHONE: 1-888-242-3343 
EDGE@INCENTRENET 


FAK780-852-5802 EMAL: 
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Jasper-National Park 


StS National Park 
is ERTA * CANADA 


wall bebe of character & charm 
Base CAW WMP 


For your outdoo 
sports § activities 
Located tn the centre of the village 
adjacent to shops, dining, aotivit 
Great package rates § promotions 
Toll free 1-800-661-7345 
www.astoriahotel.com 


_ Friendly Pub > 
Cozy Alpine atmosphere 
Outdoor Rooftop Hot tub 
Great Restaurant and Pub Fare 
Rates starting from 


A 
Cy, ) Cr. Toll Free 1-800-282-9919 
M4 ey Nature. Email info@whistlersinn.com 
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A Heritage Hotel since 1929 — 4 510 Patricia St. Jasper, AB* (780) 852-3386 


JAPANESE RESTAURANT yu AB.CANADA 
52) 


- aM Sik marmot youl 
tt sex RESTALRAAT ip jasper, alberta, canada. - 


column 


\] | 
D | 


WINTER ’03 -’04 
Book now to take advantage of 
these great new offers! 


Silva Welimetmurc mr crm tag 
program ... 


eee 
Mon-Fri ho ee 


Package includes a 3 day lift ticket 
for Sat. Sun and Mon with 
All room rates Monday’s ticket being 
include a 


T jfk YX AR! 
CONTINENTAL oatteel! Sat. with ad tal 5 E 
BREAKFAST! Till era 


rack rate ... ae . 
ZYasS rl AL/ RE . 
Jasper National Park, AB marmot basin, j ae f=) =) - GINNER | ICT 
Phone: 780-852-4461 ‘ Al 
JA Fax: 780-852-5916 
www. ee com 
ia hae OR JASPER, ALBERTA 


1-800- 661: 193 933 


JASPER’S GREAT INDOORS! 
AMAZING PACKAGES! Seeger 


SKI AND SPA 
*BED & BREAKFAST PACKAGES FROM S5 4 00 p.p. PACKAGES 


*MID-WEEK BED & BREAKFAST PACKAGES FROM 34.900 p.p. 
Ss 


Call today for reservations or info, or check our website! 
THE SAWRIDGE ¢ Packages are per-person_per-night 


O availabli Leeeg ts ly. 
INN AND CONFERENCE CENTRE eee ee ae PPy 


¢ Marmot Basin lift tickets. ‘ave ailable for 
% chy aay ite es purchase from our front desk. 


1-800-661-6427 are Aeroplan 


WWW.SAWRIDGEJASPER.COM aeaG 


1-866-952-3816 skimarmot.com 
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Local 
Rabbit Hill - 70cm base, Ocm of new snow, all lifts and runs open 
Snow Valley - 70cm base, Ocm of new snow, all lifts open 


Alberta 

Castle Mt. - 100-248cm base, 20cm of new snow, all lifts and 59 runs open 
C.O.P - 90cm base, Ocm of new snow, all lifts open 

Fortress - 120-142cm base, 0cm of new snow, 5/5 lifts open 

Lake Louise - 122-184cm base, Ocm of new snow, all lifts open 

Marmot Basin - 72cm base, 14cm of new snow, 7 lifts and 82/84 runs open 

Mt. Norquay - 126-164cm base, Ocm of new snow, 5/5 lifts and 28/28 runs open 
Nakiska - 85cm of new snow, 3cm of new snow, 5/6 lifts and 32/32 runs open 
Sunshine - 159cm base, 8cm of new snow, 12 lifts and 107 runs open 


B.C. 

Apex - 147cm base, 67/67 trails and 5/5 lifts open 

Big White - 215cm base, 112/112 trails and 13/13 lifts open 

Chrystal Mt - 137cm base, 3/3 lifts and 24/24 trails open 

Fernie - 240cm base, Ocm of new snow, 10/10 lifts and 107/107 runs open 

Kicking Horse - 143cm base, 1cm of new snow, 96/97 runs open 

Kimberley - 115cm base, Ocm of new snow, 6 lifts and 75/75 runs open 

Mt Washington - 289cm base, 45/50 trails and 6/8 lifts open 

Panorama - 104cm base, Ocm of new snow, 9/9 lifts and 120 runs open 

Powder King - 294cm base, 2/3 lifts and 24/24 trails open 

Powder Springs - 165-300cm base, 31cm of new snow, all lifts and 26/26 trails open 
Red Mountain - 191cm base, Ocm of new snow, 4/5 lifts open 

Silver Star - 162cm base, Ocm of new snow, 107/107 trails and 11/11 lifts open 

Sun Peaks - 129cm base, 0cm of new snow, 9/10 lifts and 117/117 trails open 
Whistler Blackcomb - 210cm base, 30cm of new snow, 33/33 runs and 200/200 trails open 
Whitewater - 220cm base, Ocm of new snow, all lifts open 


U.S.A. 

Big Mt - 206cm base, 5cm of new snow, 8 lifts and 86 runs open 

Big Sky - 203cm base, 7cm of new snow, 17/18 lifts and 150 trails open 
49 Degrees - 144cm base, Ocm of new snow, 52 runs open 

Great Divide Ski Area - 152cm base, 80/139 trails and 4/6 lifts open 
Lookout Pass - 208cm base, 0cm of new snow, 3/3 lifts and 23 runs open 
Mt Spokane - 111cm base, Ocm of new snow, 44 runs open 

Schweitzer Mt - 172cm base, Ocm of new snow, 6 lifts open 

Silver Mt- 167cm base, Ocm of new snow, 6/7 lifts open 

Sun Valley - 162cm base, Ocm of new snow, 19/19 lifts open 


All conditions accurate as of Feb 11, 2004 
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KICKING 
eG RSE www.kickinghorseresort.com 
1 800 SKI-KICK 


Ww WINTER While! * NELSON, BC 
Pure, Simple & Real... DEEP 


INFO:1 .800.666.9420 


-skiwhitewoter. 


Ke, ae 4 (8) G10 OB = (0) 3-39 
SKI & STAY PACKAGE 


@ NORQUAY 


New Kitchen suites, Poo!.Waterslide, 
Hot Tub, Sauna & Mtn Shuttle. Golden, BC 


YOU CAN HAVE THIS SPACE 
EVERY WEEK FOR PEANUTS!!* 


ASY RIDE 


Edmonton, Alberta 


SNOWBOARDS www. TheEasyRider.com 


Toll Free 1-866-Go4-Snow 
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By ALEXA LOO 


Pitztal opera 


Whenever the Canadian snowboard 
team is in Europe for a long time—five 
weeks in this case—we look for inexpen- 
sive diversions to stay sane. Fortunately, 
Sabine, the lady who rented us an 
apartment, was also keen to get out 
and practise her English. So she took me 
to Hochzeiger, one of the ski hills in Aus- 
tria’s Pitztal valley where we were train- 
ing, to watch a weekly event staged by 
local snowboard and ski instructors. 

The evening kicked off with a 
torchlit ski parade. As music played, a 
second wave of Pitztal instructors came 
down the mountain in formation. In 
North America we usually consider for- 
mation skiing a bit, er, dorky. But this 
was surprisingly cool! The instructors 
were doing a great job of actually carv- 
ing their skis and skiing in a pattern. 
After the skiers, the snowboarders 
came down on freestyle boards. They 
were:followed by snowboarders on 
alpine boards, again in formation. 

Off to the side was a jump where 


- the crowd of 1,200 people was wowed 


by ski and snowboard instructors doing 
backflips and spins. Near the bottom 
of the run was a rail on which the 
instructors performed “rail slides,” 


where they skid sideways along the 


rail. (1 tried this once and landed bent 
over the rail. cursirig my own stupidity 
for trying such a crazy stunt.) 

| was a little alarmed when a guy 
on a natural luge came tearing down 
the hill heading right towards the 
crowd. At the last minute, however, he 
pulled up on the front of his luge and 
came to a halt just before careening 
into the crowd. 

The show wrapped up with fire- 
works and another torchlit parade, 
except this time the torches were 
pseudo-rockets mounted on the backs 
of the skis. Afterwards everyone retired 
to the bars to share a drink and catch 
the final of the men’s World Cup ski 
race in Schladming, Austria. Much to 
everyone's delight, Pitztal racer Benni 
Raich won the slalom that evening. 
Naturally | stayed in the bar to help 
the locals celebrate. 

Our hostess, Sabine, also thought it 
would be nice if we spoke with the 
children in her son’s English class. On 
our last day in Pitztal, my coach and | 
went to the elementary school and 


answered a multitude of questions, 
ranging from “Is Austrian food better 
than Canadian food?” to “Can | have 
your cellphone number and send you 
text messages?” We were quite 
impressed with how well the 10-year- 
olds spoke English. 

After the question period and near- 
ly three weeks training in the Pitzta! 
valley we loaded up the car and head 
ed off to Maribor, Slovenia for a World 
Cup race. As we entered Maribor, the 
sky was dominated by the race hill bril- 
liantly lit up for night skiing. The smeii 
of coal permeated the air; there’s defi 
nitely an eastern European feel to the 
place. The slope is fairly steep and even 
from top to bottom with firm snow, 
which promised a good race. The 
bleachers set up at the bottom of the 
race hill for a retent women’s World 
Cup ski event were being dismantled 
as we arrived. Even though the snow- 
board World Cup would be a crowd- 
pleasing night final, it seemed that the 
snowboard event wasn’t expected to 
draw the same crowds. 

Getting to our hotel in the centre 
of Maribor was interesting. We turned 
the car into a little alley, where an 
attendant sitting in a red booth 
pressed a button and the pillar barring 
our way sank into the ground. The car 
rumbled over the cobblestones 
through the centre of town, which 
looked like through a pedestrian-only 
zone. Only cars belonging to hotel 
guests, in fact, are permitted into the 
town centre. 

Jasey-Jay Anderson was quite 
happy with the location of our hotel 
“Look!” he exclaimed. “We're right 
next door to the Canadian embassy!” 
We looked around bewildered. Then 
we saw the McDonald's. Before the 
end of our four-day stay, nearly every 
World Cup racer was spotted in the 
McDonald’s at least once. How could 
you not be in prime racing shape with 
fuel like that? 

Once we got settled at the hotel it 
was time to do a little exploring and 
find somewhere other than “the 
embassy” to eat. After a few minutes 
I'd already snapped about 20 pictures 
of churches, buildings and sculptures. 
4 also found Rostov, an interesting little 
restaurant that specializes in “interna- 
tional cuisine,” including Slovenian, 
“ex-Yugoslavian,” Greek, Italian, Thai 
and Japanese specialties: | chose some 
Slovenian items, not just because they 
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Ski 
tlos 
By COLIN CATHREA 


Everything sold is new again 


Last week | was looking at a picture of a 
ski racer taken in 1960, when, all of a 
sudden, | noticed how similar his body 
position was to what I'd witnessed earli- 
er in the day during a World Cup GS 
race televised from Austria. The GS 
descended down a tough, ice-covered 
pitch with all the visibility of a frosted 
window. These guys were fighting for 
their lives going down a hill most of us 
would have given up on. Sure, their skis 
were parabolic beauties with razor- 
sharp edges, but what remained consis- 
tent was the stance they took over their 
skis to edge, turn and, most important- 
ly, avoid falling on their asses. 

The guys skiing in 1960 would 
have been about five minutes slower 
than their present-day counterparts, 
but only because of their equipment. 
Whenever | complained about my 
equipment back in the day, my coach 
would reply, “Give that crap to anyone 
on the World Cup circuit and they 
would kick your ass so bad you'd cry.” 

| guess that’s true for most sports. If | 
traded clubs with Tiger there wouldn’t 
be a snowball’s chance in Hell | would 
get anywhere near his score. So back to 
the matter at hand. What’s remained 
consistent from 1960 to 2004? Gravity, 
for starters. Ditto for the hills, the snow, 


the wind and everything except your 
equipment. And let me say this: it’s way 
more fun to ski nowadays than it was 40 
years ago, especially with improvements 
like warm, dry clothing, comfortable 
boots, high-speed quads, excellent 
grooming equipment... the list goes on. 

Riding a clean, hard edge is the best 
thing about skiing today. In the ‘60s, 
when you put that extreme edge on 
your Simpson’s Sears specials by tipping 
Over your rubber lace-up ski boots, you 
got the skis on edge all right, but noth- 
ing much happened. A controlled skid 
from side to side. Skiing sounded differ- 
ent back then. Almost every turn sound- 
ed like you were cleaning your driveway 
with a metal shovel. That’s why powder 
skiing was as good as sex. Or was it? 

Average intermediate skiers and 
boarders can now lean way over and 
Carve a groove into the snow that sup- 
ports a tremendous amount of weight. 
When you master this type of turn, it 
feels like you’re being shot out of a 
cannon across the hill. When the con- 
ditions have been just right, I've left 
my poles at the lodge and tried carv- 
ing those big “lie so far over that your 
hip and hand are on the snow” turns. 

The game of progress has been a 
simple process of aligning your body 
structure to allow maximum power to 
flow through it. This was true 40 years 
ago and it remains true today. It’s just 
plain mechanics. Skiing on a big edge is 
big fun. Ski equipment manufacturers 
are hip to this. Look what they’re offering 
today: snowblades, radical carvers, all- 
mountain carvers, race carvers and on 
and on. They all have one common ele- 
ment: they provide immense fun provid- 
ed you're willing to put them on edge. 
You no longer have to cruise at Warp 10 
to get the exhilaration associated with 
this equipment. There’s a miracle waiting 
and it’s Tight under your feet. @ 


“OUR BIGGES T SALE 
Ui THE Y 


were the cheapest, but eae | like 
to get a real taste of the places | travel 
to. | discovered that Slovenian food is 
not particularly distinctive; the veg- 
etable soup and roast pork, although 
tasty, were no different from dishes 
I've eaten at home. 

By 11 a.m. the morning of our 
snowboard event, many athletes were 
wandering around in front of the hotel 
wondering what to do with.themselves. 
The qualification for the race began at 
2 p.m. and the finals weren’t until 7 
p.m. All of the Canadians had decent 
first runs and made it into the second 
round of qualifications. Aimee Newton 
and | had pretty good second runs, 
except for a few mistakes which caused 
Us to narrowly miss finishing in the top 
16 and qualifying for the finals. | came 
in 17th and Aimee was 19th—our best 
World Cup results in a long time, but 
Not quite what we were hoping for. 

Once again Jasey-Jay was the lone 
Canadian in the finals with the rest of 
us cheering at the finish line. He did 
not disappoint. He systematically 
knocked out his competitors in each 
Successive round. In the final against 
world champion Sigi Grabner, Jasey-Jay 
was ahead after the first run by more 
than one second. In the second run, 
Sigi made up some ground and was 
given the victory when Jasey-Jay fell on 
the second-to-last gate. We departed 
Maribor celebrating our personal bests 
and were determined to be better in 


rene Germany. And what do 
you know—Jasey-Jay won his first gold 
medal of the season there. © 


Alexa Loo races for Canada’s national 
snowboard team 


Purchase your 2004/05 
Snow. Valley Season Pass 
ski & board 
if 2003/04 
for FREE! 
119 st off whitemud dr. 
2" www. eee ab. ca 
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Undress for success with lingering looks 


PHotos By FRANCIS TETRAULT 


Photos and Concept 
Francis Tétrault (blacklabphotography.com) 


Model 
Amanda 


Agency 
Select Models 


Hair (wig) 
Holly for Fields and Comhouse of London 


Makeup 
Sonia Romeo for Beauty Concepts (City Centre Mall) 


Clothing 

Night Owl Imports (lingerie) 
Mayfair Shoes (shoes) 

Henry Singer (mens suit jacket) 
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restaurant & bar 


With a plethora of would-be superstar rock acts prowling bar stages around the Saturday Feb 14 

city every weekend, it might be hard to distinguish one from the next. However, ark . . 

when you're a band like Vedanta, that shouldn’t be much of a worry. Over the ~ i “ 

past couple of years, they’ve become a group to watch, with an appealing hard 
rock sound that wouldn’t sound out of place on the radio. Check them out at the 


Urban Lounge, where they’re sharing the stage with Willisbong. 


Alex Murdoch is certainly moving up the ladder of success. With his last album, 


a RAKE, PORTAL AND 
Polyphonic, the former Edmontonian caught the ear of the music industry, which : ' >) ’ f 
led to a deal with the heavy hitters at Aquarius/EMI. A new EP is on its way, and ff zs ‘ ; SUPERSEED 
Murdoch is bringing his band—also called the Polyphonics—back to town, this ae 


time at the Sidetrack Café. Also on the bill are Ann Vriend, Alun Pigguns and 


another hot property, Matt Masters. cee , : Saturday Feb 21 


Ah, Valentine’s Day—an entire 24 hours devoted to romance and chocolate addic- 
tion. So after that romantic dinner, get down to Spruce Grove’s Horizon Stage for 
a taste of some saucy Cajun and zydeco zing with Alberta native Crystal Plam- 
ondon. Check out Jenny Feniak’s conversation with the francophone sensation in 
this week’s Root Down column on page 37. If you want to rock out, you could 
always go to the Powerplant and check out the local boys in Rake. 


« “ jinen wo 
WHEATMONKEYS 
W/ KOAN AND CORDOBA 


It’s a house music lover's paradise tonight. Halo is Presenting Chicago native Diz Saturday Mar 6 

alongside resident Junior Brown and Vancouver's Todd Omotani. Fans of progres- 

sive sounds should get down to the Century Grill for a unique, intimate party enti- 
tled A Stellar Night of Passion, featuring David Stone, DJ Tag and downtempo from 


Malfunkt. And it’s all about the techno at Escape Ultra Lounge, when America’s DJ 
Dan hits the decks with local Neal K. 


= 4 7 "4 , 
Got a hankerin’ for some blues? Then head over to Blues on Whyte for their week- “ H i Ky) @)) RELEASE 


ly jam session, featuring Tim Lee and the Revelators. An Ontario native, Lee 


moved west after years playing with groups like the Severe County Allstars and | * iis : | W/ JOHNNY B FAMOUS ANN) 


Mel Brown and the Homewreckers, perfecting his bottleneck slide along the way. ~ 3 
He’s also got an impressive musical scope that includes funk and R&B, as well as a cao THE SESSIONS 
all your favourite foot-stompers. 4 


Saturday Mar 13 
7 : G/WACOMING CMMINEEARISS 
Years of touring and performing have begun to Pay off for Vancouver roots act wy 9 on x Ky EROMIHAMILTON 


The Clumsy Lovers. After several indie records sold off the side of the stage, the 
band have signed up with Nettwerk to release their latest rockin’ Celtic bluegrass 
opus, After the Flood, which you can find in better stores everywhere. And you can 
see them live when they hit the Sidetrack Café tonight with Paul Bellows. 


WARSAWPACK 
W/ NEVERTHELESS AND GUESTS 


Award-winning Maritime trio The Ennis Sisters bring their kitchen party to St. 


Albert’s Arden Theatre tonight. The charming, dynamic, good-natured team of " 2 ‘“ 
Maureen, Teresa and Karen has delighted audiences around the world, and their : ” Saturday Mar 27 
recent album, 2003’s Can’t Be the Same, sees them revisiting the roots of their - , il 


sound. The Glengarry Bhoys will add some Scottish flavour to the night. 


Sarah McLachlan and Nelly Furtado top the nominations for The 2004 Juno Awards with five nods a piece, while 
Edmonton’s John Stetch and Sandro Dominelli are both nominated in the Traditional Jazz Album of the Year category; the 
awards will be broadcast on CTV from Rexall Centre on April 4.... After months of speculation, The Pixies will begin their 
reunion tour in Winnipeg on April 14, and will perform in Edmonton on April 18 at Red’s.... The 2004 Juno Weekend in 
Edmonton will kick off on April 2 at the Agricom with The Juno Cup, a charity hockey match between Canadian music 
Celebrities and NHL alumni, which will benefit the CARAS Music Education Program; tickets will be available starting 
March 4 at all Ticketmaster locations... Canuck bands Billy Talent, Lillix and Simple Plan will join Bad Religion, the 
Sounds, Thursday and NOFX on the 2004 Vans Warped Tour, which will stop in Calgary on July 15; pre-sale tickets 
are available at warpedtour.com.... British DJ Judge Jules has rescheduled his appearance at Escape Ultra Lounge for 
April 1, after being forced to remain in England during a freak snowstorm earlier this month. 


ALEX MURDOCH co recast 
W/ GUESTS 


048 or visit WWW.su.Ualberta.ca/events vy 
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ENTERTAINMENT, 


Reds « BIG TIME FUN! 


WEST EDMONTON MALL «+ PH: 481-6420 


CRACKER BEETHOVEN 


18+ NO MINORS / DOORS: 7:00 PM 

TICKETS @ TICKETMASTER, FS, RED'S, LISTEN, MEGATUNES, 
FREECLOUD AND BLACKBYRD 

GENERAL ADMISSION 


DOAN STOKE 
PLUS A LIVE PERFORMANCE BY GOLDE RAY 
FEE PE PALM ROSY JEL WL 


ISAT FEB: a 


ALL AGES WITH LIGENSED AREA <° 


nats mia ial Al ‘amusin OUTLETS 
} -OY- PHONE 451-2008 BR WWW TICKETMASTER Ca © 
isn AT MERATBRES, USTEI, BLASEBY RB, FS, FREECLOUS AND RES 


(ore) aal o 
PIXIE ES (all original members) _ 
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Music 
notes 


By PHIL DUPERRON 
ano JERED STUFFCO 


Stabbing westward 


The Daggers ¢ With the Skinny 
and the Twin Fangs ° Sidetrack 
Café ¢ Thu, Feb 12 While most folks 
are looking for love at this time of the 
year, the Sidetrack is out for blood. 
What better way to celebrate Valen- 
tine’s Day, they figured, than a theme 
party based on Stephen King’s Carrie? 
Heart-shaped cards are for wusses— 
instead, dress to impress in your 


1/2 PRICE 


MARTINIS tn 


_ MIDNIGHT 


2 eco 
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favourite bloody dress while sucking 
back cheap Bloody Marys with the 
Daggers. The Calgary-based foursome 
are making the trip north to pierce our 
hearts with the glorious sounds of 
punk rock ‘n’ roll. 

The last time these boys were in 
town, New City was in its old digs and 
their 2002 disc, Right Between the Eyes, 
was hot off the presses. They were in 
the midst of recording a follow-up disc 
this summer when guitarist Graham 


Evans decided to call it quits. “It took a_ 


” 


while to replace Graham,” says 
singer/guitarist Brad “Spaz” Paffe. 
“He'd been with us since the begin- 
ning and had a lot to do with putting 
together the songs that are going to 
appear on the [new] CD. Rather than 
release a new disc with an ex-member 
only, we figured we’d work in the new 
guy as well. So we just held off on the 
recording for a while until [new gui- 
tarist Kevin O’Brien] was ready to go in 
and do some recording, which he’s 
done now. So we’re just putting the 


Gan . : 

to 

Aye. sas am ree sur 
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| THUPSDRYS 


finishing touches on it now.” 

A fresh guitarist wasn’t the only 
new thing in store for the Daggers. 
Down in Cam Hayden’s basement 
studio, the band made its first foray 
into the digital age and were pleas- 
antly surprised. “It’s the first time I’ve 
ever recorded without tape,” Paffe 
says. “You can actually fit a whole stu- 
dio in a guy’s basement, believe it or 
not, because you don’t need a huge 
mixing room. You just need a guy sit- 
ting there with a computer.” Every- 
one knows computers'save time and 
money in the recording process, but 
does it sound as good in the end? “| 


-actually can’t hear the difference,” he 


replies. “If | can’t hear the difference, 
| don’t really care.” (PD) 


The self-righteous brothers 


Married to Music * With the Floor 
and Fake Cops ¢ Seedy’s ¢ Fri, Feb 
13 Self-righteousness isn’t something 
that most rock ‘n’ roll bands will readi- 


HOT CHICKS 
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r flailing 

nth t 

house there’s gu 
flailing and a lot 
fofom (olmelicel(- mel]! 
t once Nik Kozub leaves 
us for ? The Whiz must go on 
A little later, Vancouver's Riff Randells 
took t e and blasted out a 
killer set of estrogen-laden bub- 
blegum punk. Three-part harmonies, 
tattoos and power chords all 
wrapped up in skin-tight jeans — 
what’s not to like? Not surprisingly, 
the riot grrris in the crowd were doing 
their best to prove they're tougher 
than the boys. ’Course, most of the 


leleyy too busy leering up at the 
biceyal@n com are) (ex=Pa (ad BD) 


ly admit to. However, when Adam 
Slack of Vancouver's Married to Music 
describes his band, he doesn’t pull any 
punches. “We're not self-righteous as a 
people,” he explains over the tele- 
phone from the V-Dot, “but | think we 
are a self-righteous band.” 

So what does that mean, exactly? 
Can we expect Slack and his mates to 
bring a white flag and some “make 
trade fair” pins on tour with them? 
Not quite. “I say ‘self-righteous’ in the 
sense that we want to be positive and 
stand up for the things we believe in,” 
he says. But Slack says MTM prefers to 
tackle personal politics rather than the 
social issues/legislative debates/inter- 
national diplomacy kind. “We're not 
really heavily into the political side of 
things. A lot of bands talk about mate- 
rialism and stuff, but we try and focus 
on the positive, like standing up for 
yourself and not doing things that are 
going to run you into the ground. We 
try and stay away from the downers.” 

With an outlook like that, it’s no 
wonder many listeners have mistaken 
the band for a bunch of Christian rock- 
ers. “We get that a lot,” shrugs Slack. 
“None of us are religious, but our music 
seems to touch on similar ideas—we 
have a song called ‘Miracles’ which has 
nothing. to do with religion, but people 
always seem to bring that up.” 

Religious or not, they must be 
doing something right. Despite form- 
ing only a year ago, the young trio 
has already released a debut CD, The 
World’s Gotta Go Round, which piqued 
the interest of Watchdog, a subset of 
SL Feldman and Associates, a mega- 
agency devoted to booking newer 
bands. Still, don’t expect Slack and 
his bandmates to sign the first record 
deal that comes their way. “If there 
was a magic record deal out there,” 
Slack says, “we might do it. But see- 
ing as compromise is such a huge 
part of signing, especially with a 
major label, it doesn’t really enter into 
the picture for us.” (JS) 


Dial M for Murdoch 


Alex Murdoch and the Polyphonics 
¢ With Ann Vriend and the 
Dropouts, Alun Pigguns and Matt 
Masters ° Sidetrack Café Fri, Feb 


13 It’s been quite a year for Edmonton 
ex-pat Alex Murdoch. In just 12 months, 
not only has the young singer/song- 
writer completed a whack of touring 
gigs and completed a full-length album, 
but he’s also inked a major-label record 
deal with Aquarius/EMI. 

“I'm getting pretty tired,” admits 
Murdoch, while still managing to 
sound energetic. “I’ve been living out 
of a suitcase and wearing the same 
clothes for the past nine months.” 
Despite Murdoch’s busy schedule, with 
the album due out in April and a hot 
single to be delivered to radio by the 
end of the month, let’s hope that he’s 
got some power bars stashed some- 
where. “I’m pretty stoked about the 
album, though,” he chimes. “Once it 
comes out, I'll be fine. It’s just this time 
waiting for the record to come out 
that gets tiresome.” 

Murdoch and his band the Poly- 
phonics laid down 12 tracks for the 
disc, which was recorded at Vancou- 
ver’s Mushroom Studio last October 
under the watchful eye of Dale Penner 
(Holly McNarland). “I’m really excited 
about the record coming out,” Mur- 
doch says, “because then we'll be able 
to hit the road, and I-love playing 
live.... About half of the vocal tracks 
[on the disc] were cut right off the 
floor, and most of the instruments 
were totally live.” 

And as any local music fan will 
attest, Murdoch and the Polyphon- 
ics’ live show is tighter than Dave 
Navarro’s leather pants and just as 
shiny. With any luck, the CD will 
finally land him on the playlists of 
radio stations everywhere. “I’ve 
never tried to make something that 
would fit in on radio, though,” Mur- 
doch says. “Melody is such a beauti- 
ful thing—it’s just what | do.” (JS) 


The neverending Cory 


Cory Danyluk and Sarah Card 
With Mike Lent, Maria Dunn and 
John Gorham * Masonic Hail 
(10318-100 Ave) * Thu, Feb 19 
After spending years as a denizen of 
Edmonton’s thriving music scene, 
Cory Danyluk has seen his fair share 
of new albums come out. Most bands 
find a willing bar, invite their friends 


Phil Duperron 


down for a musical party, hopefully 
sell a few discs and that’s the end of 
it. So when he and partner Sarah 
Card were planning an event to high- 
light the music from their new album 
Jaybird they decided to do something 
different. Normally, Danyluk and Card 
perform as a duo—he plays guitar 
and harmonica while she handles the 
fiddle—but for this show they've 
invited some of the players who 
helped turn Jaybird into a reality to 
share the stage with them. 

They also chose an intriguing 
venue—the downtown Masonic Hall, 
which used to host gigs of all kinds, 
but has fallen strangely silent of late. 
Danyluk says the inevitable jokes 
about having to learn secret hand- 
shakes in order to get into the show 
have even added an air of mystery to 
the evening. In fact, though, it’s a 
perfect venue for an intimate perfor- 
mance. “We wanted to get it out of 
the bars,” Danyluk says, “and put it 
into more of a listening room envi- 
ronment where we could have can- 
dles on the tables and sort of put 
people closer to the stage. | think it’s 
that kind of music. It’s danceable and 
it rocks when it needs to, but we’re 
more interested in folk clubs and fes- 
tivals and things like that.” 

Jaybird was recorded by engi- 
neer/producer Colin Lay at Beta 
Sound last winter. It’s a beautiful mix 
of folk and country music shot 
through with a healthy dose of the 
blues. “When | was about 15 or 16 
the first instrument | learned to play 
was harmonica,” Danyluk says. “I had 
lots of influence from James Cotton 
and stuff like that. That bluesy sort of 
thing, that’s why it’s got that feel to 
it, That’s how | play—it’s not really 
folk harmonica.” 

Their previous disc, Wooden Nickel 
(released under the name Prairie Soul), 
had more instruments like drums, 
piano and Chapman stick filling in the 
sound. But with Jaybird the duo decid- 
ed to employ a simpler live aesthetic. 
“With this one,” Danyluk says, “we 
stripped it down and based it around 
the harmonica interplaying with the 
violin, the acoustic guitar and the 
vocals. That’s what we wanted to build 
the sound around.” (PD) 
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Fri. Feb. (3th 
St. Valentines Day Massacre! 
10's/30's Gangster Part 
Lounge Singers! Burlesque Show! 


pe He 
FACTORY 
$7.00 HIBALLS ALL NIGHT! 
$2.50 JAGER SHOTS! 
NO COVER!! 


Fri. Feb. 20th 
LENE 


Black Market Inc. 
The Blame Its 
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Fri. Feb. 27th 
Sex In The New City 
Fetish Party 
Prizes for Dressing up 


ee EE SS a ESS a 


Fri. March 5th 
Uncas Old Boys 
The Agriculture Club 
& E-towns Grassroots Deviation 
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4. Air — Talkie Walkie (emi) 


cat 


FOR THE WEEK ENDING FEB 12, 2004 
1. Corb Lund Band — Modem Pain (corb lund) 

2. The Flatlanders — Wheels Of Fortune (new west) 
3. Blackie & The Rodeo Kings — Bark (true north) 


5. Incubus — Crow Left Of The Murder (sony) 
6. Ani Difranco — Educated Guess (righteous babe) 
7. For You — Tribute To Compromise (united edge) 


“* ~ 8 Lhasa—The Living Road (select) 


9. The Swifty’s — S/T (riverdale) 
10. The Floor — Autonomy Off/On (the floor) 
11. Johnny Cash -— The Man Comes Around (american) 


12. Martyn Joseph — Whoever It Was That Brought 


13. Oneida — Secret Wars (jagijaguwar) 


14. Steve Pineo — Around The Hom (Stamp) 


15. Joe Strummer & The Mescaleros — Streetcore (helicat) 


16. Fantomas — Delirium Cordia (ipecac) 
17. Livin’ Lovin’,Losin’ —-Songs Of The Louvin Brothers (universal) 
18. The Lost Pairol—Songs About Running Away (ouming heart) 


¢ 19. The Unintended — S/T (biueeon) 


20. The Special Goodness — Land Air Sea (epitaph) 


21. The Faunts — High Expectations/Low Results (faunts) 


22. Just Because ’m A Women — Songs Of 
Dolly Parton (sugar hill) 
23. Robert Randolph — Unclassified (darecords) 

24. Front Line Assembly — Civilization (metropolis) 
25. The Notwist — Different Cars And Trains (domino) 
26. Viktor Vaughn — Vaudeville Villain (sound ink) 

27. Pinback — Offcell (absolutely kosher) 

28. The Dixie Hummingbirds — Diamond Jubilation (rounder) 


29. Al Green — Cant Stop (biue note) 


* — 30. Tarbox Tamblers — A Fix Back East (rounder) 


eA 0355 Whyte Ave. Shop online at megatunes.com 


AIR 


TALKIE WALKIE 


French group Air's new offering is 
a breath of fresh album,both a 
return to thier old pop simplicity 


and an extension of thier 
experiments in production. 


People might like this. 
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LIVE MUSIC 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL 
Jimmy. Whiffen 

BLUES ON WHYTE Craig 
Horton 

CASINO (YELLOWHEAD) 
Randy Friskie (Elvis and Garth 
Brooks tribute) 

COOK COUNTY SALOON 
Battle of the Bands; 9:30pm; no 
cover 

DUSTER'S PUB jam hosted by 
Brian Petch 


FOUR ROOMS (DOWNTOWN) 
Dan Skakun 


}-F'S Open stage with cover 
band 


KINGSKNIGHT PUB Freeburn 


NAKED CYBER CAFE Open 
stage 

POWER PLANT Rake, Portal, 
Superseed 

RATTLESNAKE SALOON 
Appaloosa 

RYTHYM AND BREWS Open 
stage/jam with the River City 
Rhythm Kings; 8:30-midnight 
SHERLOCK HOLMES 
(DOWNTOWN) Tony Dizon 
SHERLOCK HOLMES 
(CAPILANO) Deborah Lauren 


SHERLOCK HOLMES (WEM) 
Tim Becker 


SIDETRACK CAFE Valentine's 
Day Massacre Party: The Skinny, 
The Twin Fangs, The Daggers; 
9pm; $7/S5 (if in costume) 


URBAN LOUNGE Willisbong, 


Vedanta; $5 


THE ARMOURY Lo Ball Night: 
top 40 


BILLY BOB’S LOUNGE Big 
Mouth Entertainment 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
Thump: intronica with the DDK 
Soundsystem 


ELEPHANT AND CASTLE ON 
WHYTE Sieeman Method 
Thursdays: hip hop, downtempo 
with Dj Headspin 


FILTHY McNASTY’S Punk Rock 
Bingo: with Dj S.\WA.G. 

GAS PUMP Ladies Nite: Top 
40/dance with Dj Christian 
GUILTY MARTINI NORTH 
Grooveology 

GUILTY MARTINI SOUTH 
Grooveology 


LONGRIDERS Hot Latin Nights; 
free dance lessons 8-9:30pm 


NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 
Rub-A-Dub Thursday: rocksteady, 
dub reggae with Dj Jeebus and 
the Operation Redication Sound 
System 


NEW CITY SUBURBS Progress: 
electro/new wave with Dj Miss 


SAVOY Funk w/Bob Trampoline 
and Ben 


SEEDY’S Kicked in the Teeth 
Thursdays with Dj Liloyd 


THE STANDARD Spin 
Thursdays: House with 
Tripswitch, Nestor Delano, Luke 
Morrison and guests 


VELVET LOUNGE Urban 
Substance: hip hop/R&B end of 
exams jam with Spincycle, 
Invinceable, |-Money, Sean B 


YOUR APARTMENT Thursday 
Night Shake Down: Motown, 
northern soul, funk, ‘60s pop 
with Djs Travyd and Alex Zwolf 


FRI 


LIVE MUSIC 


A STARS Main Room: 
Tempered, Plaque, Thorazine 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL 
Ben Rose 


BLUES ON WHYTE Craig 
Horton 


(CAPITAL HILL PUB johnny 
Bourbon 


CASINO (EDMONTON) Gypsy 
and the Rose (country/rock) 
PIANO BAR: Jo Ann Paul; 
5:30pm-8pm 

CASINO (YELLOWHEAD) 
Randy Friskie (Elvis and Garth 
Brooks tribute) 


FANTASYLAND HOTEL 
BALLROOM Mordi Gros: The 
Dangerous Guise; 7pm (door), 
9pm (dance), 7:30-9:30pm 
(buffet); semi-formal; $40 (with 
buffet, adv only)/$60 (door)/$40 
(couple, after 9pm, dance only); 
tickets available by phone at 
473-7217 


FATBOYZ Mr. Lucky (blues, 
boogie, R&B); 9:30pm-1:30am; 
no cover 


FOUR ROOMS (DOWNTOWN) 
Simon Rettie 


HIGHRUN Crush 


HORIZON STAGE Tal Bachman, 
Russel deCarle (Prairie Oyster), 
Sue Foley, Jacksoul's Haydain 
Neale, Lynn Miles, Alana 
Levandoski; hosted by Shari 
Ulrich, Blair Packham; 7:30pm; 
$20 (adult)/$15 (student) 


J.J." River City Riot (rock) 


JEFFREY'S CAFE AND WINE 
BAR jim Tigner Trio and quests; 
8-11pm 


KINGSKNIGHT PUB 
Superhoney 


LEGENDS Wayne Allchin and 
Blue Gator; no cover 


LONGRIDERS Bonafied; 7pm 
(door); $4 (after 9pm) 


GUILTY MARTINI SOUTH A 
Valentine's Salsa; Ipm (door); $5 
(adv)/$8 (door) 


MULTICULTURAL HERITAGE 
(CENTRE Cabin Fever Series: 
Mary Kieftenbeld; 8pm; $6 


NEWCASTLE PUB Grand 
Opening weekend featuring The 
Haymakers 


NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 
St. Valentine's Day Massacre, 
'20s/'30s Gangster Party: Jerry 
Jerry (of the Sons of Rhythm 
Orchestra) 


SEEDY'S Fake Cops, The Floor 


SHERLOCK HOLMES 
(DOWNTOWN) Tony Dizon 
SHERLOCK HOLMES 
(CAPILANO) Deborah Lauren 


SHERLOCK HOLMES (WEM) 
Tim Becker 


SHERLOCK HOLMES (WHYTE) 
Jimmy Whiffen 


SIDETRACK CAFE Alex 
Murdoch and the Polyphonics, 
Ann Vriend and the Dropouts, 
Alun Pigguns, Matt Masters; 
9pm; $9 

THE SUGARBOWL 
Devilsplender; 9:30pm; $5 


URBAN LOUNGE FBI; $5 


WOODCROFT COMMUNITY 
HALL Tom Wilson, Jim Hepler, 
Thaneah, Al Brandt; presented 
by the Uptown Folk Club; 
7:30pm (door), 8pm (concert); 
$10 (adv/member)/$12 (door); 
tickets available at Myhre's 
Music, Southside Sound, TIX on 
the Square 420-1757 


ZENARI'S ON 1ST iBomba! 
DUS 


THE ARMOURY Top 40/dance 


BILLY BOB'S LOUNGE Big 
Mouth Entertainment 


BOOTS Retro Disco: retro dance 


BUDDY’S NIGHTCLUB Top 40 
with Dj Arrowchaser 


CALIENTE NIGHTCLUB Urban 
with Invinceable, Q.B. and 
guests 


COWBOYS Ladies Night: top 40 


CRISTAL LOUNGE Affaire 
Micite: industrial noise, neoclassi- 
cal with Verlaag and Xerxes 
DANTE’S WORLD PUB 
Powerhouse Fridays: dance and 
retro with Zack and johnny 
Staub (Power 92); Upstairs in 
the Skylounge: soulful house 
music; over 23; dress code 


DECADANCE Get Out of the 
Box: House with Avrum Gold, 
Brisco Wells and guests 


DONNA Silk: house with 
Winston Roberts and quests 


ESCAPE ULTRA LOUNGE 
Freedom Fridays: House, Euro 
house, club anthems with The 
Peoples Dj 


FILTHY MCNASTY’S Shake Yo’ 
Ass: with Dj Serial K 


GAS PUMP Top 40/dance with 
D] Christian 


GUILTY MARTINI NORTH Diva 
Night 


GUILTY MARTINI SOUTH Diva 
Night 


HALO Camaro retro with Dj 
Davey James P 


THE JOINT Fresh Fridays: Urban 
by Urban Metropolis Sound 
Crew 


MANHATTAN CLUB R&B 
Fridays: hip hop/R&B with Dj 
Mad Noise 


RATTLESNAKE SALOON D) 
Butter 


THE ROOST Upstairs: Euro 
Blitz: best new European music 
with D] Outtawak, Dj jazzy and 
male stripper; Downstairs: 
female stripper; $4 (member)/$6 
(non-member) c 


ROXY ON WHYTE Babylon 
Fridays: retro/R&B/dance with Dj 
Extreme 


with Tripswitch, Sureshock, MC 
Flopro, LP, Juicy, Derkin, Old 
Bitch 

YOUR APARTMENT House 
with Dj Tomek 


SAT 


LIVE MUSIC 


A STARS Upper Room: Nikola 
Tesla, Cassidy, Rum Runner 
Main Room: Valentines Day: 
Fresh beatz: Dusty Grooves, 
Johnny Five, Quinn the Eskimo, 
Villain 


ARTS BARNS Latin Valentine's 
Day Dance: America Rosa, D} 
Moreno and Dj Spice; 7:30pm 
(intermediate dance lessons), 
8:30pm (beginners dance 
lessons); $15 (adv)/$25 (door); 
tickets available at TIX on the 
Square 420-1757 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL 
Ben Rose 


BETTER BE ROCK LOUNGE 
Pound of Cure (rock) 


BLACK DOG Hair of the Dog: 
Alun Pigguns and the Quitters 
(Toronto); 4-6pm 


BLIND PIG PUB AND GRILL 
Open Stage; 3-9:30pm. 
BLUES ON WHYTE Craig 
Horton 


CAFE SELECT Anna Beaumont 


CAPITAL HILL PUB johnny 
Bourbon 


CASINO (EDMONTON) Gypsy 
and the Rose (country/rock) 
PIANO BAR: Jo Ann Paul; 
5:30pm-8pm 


CASINO (YELLOWHEAD) 
Randy Friskie (Elvis and Garth 
Brooks tribute) 


COAST EDMONTON PLAZA 
HOTEL BALLROOM Volentine 
Ball: Rollanda Lee and the 
Canadian All-Stars jazz Band 
featuring Alan Muirhead 
(trumpet); 5:30pm (door), 7pm 
(dinner), 8-midnight (music); 
$35 (dinner/dance)/$20 (dance 
only) 


DRUID Harpdog Brown; 3-7pm 


FOUR ROOMS (DOWNTOWN) 
Valentine's Day: Simon Rettie; $5 


HIGHRUN Crush 


HORIZON STAGE Crystal 
Plamondon (Cajun/country); 
7:30pm; $20 (adult)/$15 
(student/senior); tickets available 
at Horizon Stage box office 962- 
8995, TicketMaster 451-8000, 
door 


J.4J.'S River City Riot (rock) 
KINGSKNIGHT PUB 
Superhoney 

LEGENDS Wayne Alichin and 
Blue Gator; no cover 


LONGRIDERS Bonafied; 7pm 
(door); $4 (after 9pm) 


NEWCASTLE PUB Grand 
opening weekend featuring The 
Haymakers 


O'BYRNE'S Chris Wynters and 
Scott Peters; 3-6pm 


PEPPERS Love junk 


QUEEN ALEXANDRA HALL 
Songwriters in the Round: Steve 
Pineo, Thomas Slaymaker, Karla 
Anderson; presented by the 


Mannered and guests LA P'TITE SCENE Open stage; Northern Lights Folk Club; $14 
RATTLESNAKE SALOON Dj 8pm-3am SAVOY Eclectronica with Djs (adv)/$16 (door); tickets 
B i : Bryana, Chris available at Acoustic Music Shop, 
al pe PEPPERS Love juni THE STANDARD Tiple X Myhres Music and TIX on the 
THE ROOST Rotating shows: RATTLESNAKE SALOON a Square 420-1757 
Ladonna’s Review, Sticky’s open bine ep anaes 
i, Appaloosa 
: stage and the Weakest Link | STARS NIGHTCLUB Live Metal RATTRESMAKE SALOON 
ae game with Dj jazzy second and | RED'S Cracker, Camper Van Night with Brian ured 
& last Thursday; $1 (member)/$4 Beethoven; no minors; 7pm . 
On sale now. (non-member) (door); $24.50 (adv); tickets STONEHOUSE PUB Alternative, Katee Mirah 
available at TicketMaster, FS, house, hip hop, top 40 with Dj 
ton RUM Urban Substance: Urban Red's, Listen, Megatunes, Rage and Dj Weezle; 9pm SHERLOCK HOLMES 
4 with Invinceable, Spincycle, Freecloud, Blackbyrd (DOWNTOWN) Tony Dizon 
434 6342 Echo, Shortround, MC J-Money Y AFTERHOURS House/trance 
fos 
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SHERLOCK HOLMES 
(CAPILANO) Deborah Lauren 


SHERLOCK HOLMES (WEM) 
Tim Becker 


SHERLOCK HOLMES (WHYTE) 
Jimmy Whiffen 


SIDETRACK CAFE The George 
Bushes, Robin Hunter, Six Foot 
Bullies 


URBAN LOUNGE FBI; $5 


CLASSICAL 
a 


HELLENIC-CANADIAN COM. 
MUNITY HALL Those Dancin’ 
Feet: Presented by Edmonton 
Vocal Minority; 7pm (door), 7:30 
pm (performance); $15/$10 
(low income); tickets available 
TIX on the Square 420-1757, 
door 


WEST END CHRISTIAN 
REFORMED CHURCH Storie: 
Presented by Kokopelli; 2pm and 
7pm; $14 (adult)/$12 
(student/senior)/$7 (child 12 
and under); tickets availabl 
TIX on the Square 420-1757, 
door 


WINSPEAR CENTRE Love, 
Edmonton Style: Presented by the 
Edmonton Symphony Orchestra 
8pm; tickets available at 
Winspear box office 428-1108 


DUS 


THE ARMOURY Top 40, dance 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR 
Flava: hip hop with Shortround 
and Echo 


BILLY BOB'S LOUNGE Big 
Mouth Entertainment 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
Brendan’s Sausage Party: 
obscure indie rock with Dj 
Ballhog 


BOOTS Flashback Saturdays: 
retro dance, house with Derrick 


BUDDY’S NIGHTCLUB Animal 
dance with Dj Arrowchaser 


CRISTAL LOUNGE Urban with 
Invinceable Bomb Squad and 
quests 


DANTE’S WORLD PUB R&6, 
Dance, and Retro with Frank the 
Tank; Upstairs In the 
Skylounge: soulful house; over 
23; dress code 


DECADANCE Soul Heaven: 
House with Tripswitch, Sweetz, 
T-Bass, Alvaro, Femme Funk, 
Rezidnt Funk 


DONNA Deep lounge house 
with Sam Pillar, Bryan Beca and 
guests 


ESCAPE ULTRA LOUNGE 
Evolution Saturdays: House, retro 
dance 


FILTHY McNASTY'’S Shake Yo" 
Ass: with Dj D-Lusion 


GAS PUMP Top 40/dance with 
Dj Christian 

GUILTY MARTINI NORTH 
Guilty Groove Party 


GUILTY MARTINI SOUTH 
Guilty Groove Party 


HALO House with Junior Brown, 
Remo 


THE JOINT Get a Nightlife: Top 
40/dance/urban 


LATITUDE 53 53 Ways to Leave 
Your Lover: Music by Matt 
Masters (Toronto), Dj Bryana, 
karaoke; 423-5353 


MANHATTAN CLUB Sinful 
Saturdays: top 40/dance 

NEW CITY SUBURBS Saturdays 
S.U.C.K.: punk/alt/pop/dance 
with Blue Jay and Nikrofeelya 
RATTLESNAKE SALOON Dj 
Butter 


at 


RED'S Valentine's Day Bash: With 
Goldie Ray, Dj Kenny K, Dj David 
Stone 

THE ROOST Monthly 
theme parties with Dj Jazzy; 
New music with DJ Dan and 


ae 


Mike: Downstairs: Rettolmbsie;# ff 


$4 (member)/$6 (non-member) 


ROXY ON WHYTE Session 
Saturday: dance/R&B, hip hop 
with Dj Extreme 


SAVOY Deep house with 
Winston Roberts 


SEEDY'S Heart Attack: Pulse FM 
3rd Anniversary Party: Drum ‘n’ 
bass with MC Deadly, guest Djs 


STARS NIGHTCLUB Volentines 
Day Dance: Dusty Grooves, 
johnny Five and Quinn the 
Eskimo 


STONEHOUSE PUB Top 40 with 
Dj Clay 


TONIC AFTER DARK 
Uncensored Saturdays: R&B, hip 
hop, old school with Urban 
Metropolis Sound Crew; all ages 
event; 8pm-midnight 

Y AFTERHOURS Mayhem 
Staurdays: With Anthony 
Donohu, Luke Morrison, Ryan 
Wade, Donovan, Juicy, D-Man 


YOUR APARTMENT Nordic 
foundations: DJ Dennis Zaz and 
Rackman Powers 


LIVE MUSIC - 
 — = SS 


A STARS Upper Room: WWE 
PPV: No Way Out 

BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
Reclaim; 9pm-midnight; no 
cover 


BLIND PIG PUB AND GRILL 
Patrick Sean Earl; 7pm; no cover 


BLUES ON WHYTE The Big 8-3 
Funk Jam 


FATBOYZ Open jam session 
hosted by Imaginary Friend 
(blues, roots); 7-1 1pm 


O'BYRNE'S Joe Bird's Irie jam; 
9:30pm 

PROVINCIAL MUSEUM 
THEATRE Aboriginal Magic ‘n’ 
music; 2pm and 7pm; $14 
(adult)/$9 (child 5-10 yrs); 
tickets available at TIX on the 
Square 


SIDETRACK CAFE Under the 
Covers Sundays; Rotting Fruit, Dj 
Dudeman; 9pm; $6 


A STARS Upper FI, 10545-82 
Ave, 439-1422 


ALL SAINTS ANGLICAN 
10035-103 St, 409-3852 


ARDEN THEATRE 5 St. Anne 
Street, St. Albert, 459- 
1542/450-8000 

THE ARMOURY 10310-85 
Ave, 702-1800 


ARTS BARNS 10330-84 Ave, 
420-1757 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL 
7704-104 St, 432-4611 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR 
10324-82 Ave, upstairs, 436- 
4418 


BETTER BE ROCK 8216-175 
St, 481-9988 


BILLY BOB’S LOUNGE 
Continental Inn, 16625 Stony 
Plain Road, 484-7751 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
10425-82 Ave, 439-1082 


BLIND PIG PUB AND GRILL 
32 St. Anne St, St. Albert 


BLUES ON WHYTE 10329-82 
Ave, 439-5058 


BOOTS 10242-106 St, 423- 
5014 


BUDDY’S NIGHTCLUB 
117258 Jasper Ave, 488-6636 


CAFE SELECT 10018-106 St, 
428-1629 


CALIENTE NIGHTCLUB 10815 
Jasper Ave, 425-0850 


CAPITAL HILL PUB 14203 
Stony Plain Rd, 454-3063 


7055 


CASINO 
Argyll Rd, 463-9467 


VENUE GUIDE 


“CLASSICAL 


ALL SAINTS ANGLICAN Piano 
Plus Series featuring Saint 
Crispin’s Chamber Ensemble, 
Don Ross (clarinet), Janet Smith 
(soprano), Jeremy Spurgeon 
(piano); 7:30pm; $10 (adult)/$5 
(student/senior); tickets available 
at door 


(CAFE SELECT Thomas Mead 
(lute); 5:30-9pm 


SORRENTINO'S (DOWN- 
TOWN) Music for the Soul: din- 
ner cabaret presented by Opera 
Nuova; tickets available by 
phone at 487-4844 


WINSPEAR CENTRE Sundays at 
Three: British Brilliance featuring 
Clive Driskill-Smith on the Davis 
Organ; 3pm; $19 (adv)/$20; 
tickets available at TIX on the 
Square 420-1757, Winspear box 
office 428-1414 


DUS 


ARMOURY Polka Dot Long 
Weekend Party: Top 40/dance 


CALIENTE NIGHTCLUB Ladies 
Night: urban with DJ Invinceable 


CENTURY GRILL A Night of 
Passion: House with David 
Stone, Dj Tag, Malfunkt; 10pm 
(door); $8 (door) 


DECADANCE Worship Sundays: 
Mixed with Big Daddy, OTOR 
and quests; 10am-close 


ESCAPE ULTRA LOUNGE Techo 
with Dj Dan (US), Neal K; no 
minors; $15; tickets available at 
TicketMaster 


HALO House with Di (Chicago), 
Todd Omotani (Vancouver) 


THE JOINT Glamour Long 
Weekend a&b Dance Party: With 
Dj Majess (Montreal), Urban 
Metropolis Sound Crew; no 
minors; 8pm 


MANHATTAN CLUB Industry 
Sundays: top 40, dance/R&B 


NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 
Atmosphere: funk, rare groove, 
hip hop with Dj Cool Curt 


THE ROOST Betty Ford 
Hangover Clinic Show Beer Bash: 
every long weekend with Dj 
Jazzy; $2 

SAVOY French Pop: mixed with 
Deja Dj 


STANDARD Element: House/top 
40 with Nestor Delano, Rob 
Allen 


URBAN LOUNGE Sexybeaast, 
Dj Gilligan; no cover 


CASINO (YELLOWHEAD) 
12464-153 St, 463-9467 


CENTURY GRILL 3975 Calgary 
Trail, 431-0303 


COAST EDMONTON PLAZA 
HOTEL BALLROOM 10155-105 
St, 488-5043 


COOK COUNTY SALOON 
8010 Gateway Blvd, 432-2665 


COWBOYS 10102-180 St, 481- 
8739 


CRISTAL LOUNGE 10336 
Jasper Ave, 426-7521 


DANTE'S WORLD PUB 170 
St, Stony Plain Road, 486-4448 


DECADANCE 10018-105 St, 
990-1792 


DONNA 10177-99 St, 429- 
3338 


DRUID 11606 Jasper Ave, 454- 
9928 


DUSTER'S 6402-118 Ave, 474- 
5554 


ELEPHANT AND CASTLE ON 
WHYTE 10314-82 Ave, 439- 
4545 


ESCAPE ULTRA LOUNGE 
WEM, 489-1330 


FANTASYLAND HOTEL 
BALLROOM WEM, 473-7217 


FATBOYZ 6104-104 St, 437- 
3633 


FILTHY McNASTY’S PUB 
10511-82 Ave, 432-5224 


FOUR ROOMS RESTAURANT 

Edmonton 
Centre, 102 Ave, Entrance, 
426-4767 


GAS PUMP 10166-114 St, 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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LIVE MUSIC 


BLIND PIG PUB AND GRILL 
Patrick Sean Earl; 7pm; no cover 


BLUES ON WHYTE Blue 
Mondays: Jam with Tim Lee and 
the Revelators and special quests 


L.B.'S PUB Open stage with 
Randy Martin; 9pm-2am 


PROVINCIAL MUSEUM 
THEATRE Aboriginal Magic ‘n’ 
music; 2pm and 7pm; $14 
(adult)/$9 (child 5-10 yrs); 
tickets available at TIX on the 
Square 


SHERLOCK HOLMES (WEM) 
Jimmy Whiffen” 


SUDETRACK CAFE Open stage 
Mondays: Ben Spencer; Ipm; no 


cover 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE indie 
rock with Penny and the jets 


DUSTER’S Dj Dan 


FILTHY McNASTY’S Metal 
Mondays: with Dj S.WA.G. 
O'BYRNE’S Hip Mondays 
Industry night with D] Finnegan, 
live music 


TUE 


LIVE MUSIC 


BLIND PIG PUB AND GRILL 
Patrick Sean Earl; 7pm; no cover 


BLUES ON WHYTE The 
Perpetrators 


DRUID Open stage with Chris 
Wynters 


LEGENDS Open jam hosted by 
Gary Thomas 


O'BYRNE'S Celtic night with 
Shannon Johnson and friends; 
9:30pm 

SHERLOCK HOLMES 
(DOWNTOWN) Sam August 


SHERLOCK HOLMES (WEM) 
Jimmy Whiffen 


488-4841 


LE GLOBE 14921 Stony Plain 
Rd, 489-1022 


GLOBE 10045-109 St, 426- 
711 


GUILTY MARTINI NORTH 
12536-137 Ave, 478-3599 


GUILTY MARTINI SOUTH 
10338-81 Ave, 433-7183 


HALO 10538 Jasper Ave, 423- 
HALO 


HELLENIC-CANADIAN 
COMMUNITY HALL 10450- 
116 St, 420-1757 


HIGHRUN 4926-98 Ave, 440- 
2233 


HORIZON STAGE 1001 
Calahoo Rd, Spruce Grove, 962- 
8995/451-8000 


J-'S 13160-118 Ave, 489-7462 


JEFFREYS CAFE AND WINE 
BAR 9640-142 St, 451-8890 


THE JOINT WEM, 486-3013 


KINGSKNIGHT PUB 9221-34 
Ave, 433-2599 


L.B.’S 111-23 Akins Dr, St. 
Albert, 460-9100 


LATITUDE 53 10248-106 St, 
423-5353 


LEGENDS 6104-172 St, 481- 
2786 : 


LONGRIDERS 11733-78 St, 
479-7400 


MANHATTAN CLUB 10345- 
105 St, 423-7884 


McDOUGALL UNITED 
CHURCH 10025-101 St, 401- 
$485/420-1757 


MULTICULTURAL HERITAGE 
CENTRE 5411-51 St, Stony 
Plain, 963-2777 


SIDETRACK CAFE The Clumsy 
Lovers, Paul Bellows; 9pm; $8 


YARDBIRD SUITE Tuesday jam 
Session: hosted by Thom Golub 
Combo; 8pm (door), 9pm 
(show); $3 


YOUR APARTMENT Open 
Stage with Gypsy Ray and 
Melissa Ann; 9pm 


DUS 


BILLY BOB'S LOUNGE Karaoke 
and DJ Tues with Run Riot 
Professional Music Productions 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
Digital Underdogg 


BUDDY’S NIGHTCLUB Top 40 
with Dj Stephan 


CALIENTE NIGHTCLUB 
Bashment Tuesdays: hip 
hop/R&B/reggae/dancehall with 
Bomb Squad, D] Invinceable, 
QB, ~ 


DECADANCE Too Cool For 
Tuesdays: Psy/techo/drums ‘n’ 
bass with Galatea, Bitsream, 
Residnt Funk, Transient 


DUSTER’S D) “Name a Tune” 
Dan 


FILTHY McNASTY’S Twisted 
Trivia: with Dj Whit-Ford 


GAS PUMP Karaoke contest 
with Dj Gord 


NEW CITY SUBURBS 
Resurrektion 
industrial/EBM/electro/goth with 
Nik Rofeelya 


THE ROOST Hot Butt Contest 
with Dj Janny; 8-midnight; $1 
(member)/$4 (non-member) 


SEEDY’S Electro-trash: 
electro/punk funk with Dj Miss 
Mannered 


LIVE MUSIC 


A STARS Upper Room: Fresh 
Beatz: Dusty Grooves, johnny 
Five and Quinn the Eskimo Main 
Room: Tuffhouse: Reno and Mr. 


ARDEN THEATRE Ennis Sisters 
(Celtic); 7:30pm; $22.50; tickets 
available at Arden box office 
ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL 
Open mic; 8:30pm 

BLIND PIG PUB AND GRILL 
Wednesday night jams; 7-1 1pm 


NAKED CYBER CAFE 10354 
Jasper Ave, 425-9730 


NEWCASTLE PUB 6105-90 
Ave, 461-9775 


NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 
10081 Jasper Ave, 413-4578 


NEW CITY SUBURBS 1008) 
Jasper Ave, downstairs, 413- 
4578 


O’BYRNE’S 10616-82 Ave, 
414-6766 


LA P’TITE SCENE 8627-91 St, 
469-4401 


PEPPERS Westmount Shopping 
Centre, 451-8022 


HALL 
10860-57 Ave, 434-5997 


POWER PLANT U of A 
Campus, 492-3101 


PROVINCIAL MUSEUM THE- 
ATRE 1 2845-102 Ave, 420- 
1757 


QUEEN ALEXANDRA HALL 
10425 University Ave, 438- 
2736/420-1757 


RATTLESNAKE SALOON 
9261-34 Ave, 438-8878 


RED'S WEM Phase ill, 481- 
6420 


RENDEZVOUS 10108-149 St, 
444-1822 


THE ROOST 10345-104 St, 
426-3150 


ROSSDALE HALL 10135-96 
Ave, 429-3624 


ROXY ON WHYTE 10544-82 
Ave, 439-7699 


RYTHYM AND BREWS 4990- 
92 Ave, Sun Building, 490-5504 


RUM Phase Il, WEM, 486-9494 


SAVOY 10401-82 Ave, 438- 
0373 


NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 
Whitey Houston, Skinny J, fl 
Frenchy (glam, punk, indie rock) 


O'BYRNE'S Chris Wynters and 
friends; 9:30pm 


PLEASANTVIEW HALL 
Northern Bluegrass Circle Music 
Society bluegrass jam; 7:30pm 


ROSSDALE HALL Little Flower 
open stage hosted by Brian 
Gregg; 8pm 


SHERLOCK HOLMES 
(DOWNTOWN) Sam August 


SHERLOCK HOLMES (WEM) 
Jimmy Whiffen 


SIDETRACK CAFE The Neckers, 
The Rockin Mexicans; 9pm; $7 
(door) 


URBAN LOUNGE Time Circus 
Long Way Down; $5 


CLASSICAL 


HORIZON STAGE The Borealis 
String Quartet (chamber music); 
7:30pm; $20 (adult)/$15 
(student/senior); tickets available 
at Horizon Stage box office 962 
8995, TicketMaster 451-8000, 


DUS 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR Wild 
Cherry: deep house/progres- 
sive/breaks with Tripswitch and 
quests 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
Glitter Gulch: country, roots 


BUDDY’S NIGHTCLUB Top 40 
with Dj Stephan 


DECADANCE Vivid Wednesdays 
Tech-house with Arie! and Roel, 
Greg Wynn, Neal K and quests 


FILTHY McCNASTY'S Mix Tape 
Bar Star College Nite: with Dj 
Rock ‘n’ Rogers 


GAS PUMP Karaoke contest 
with Dj Gord 


LE GLOBE Latin rhythms with D} 
Moreno 


THE ROOST Amateur Suip: 
Weena Luv, Sticky Vicky with Dj 
Alvaro; $1 (member)/$4 (non 
member) 


SEEDY’S Rockabilly Wednesdays; 
Hotrod Heehaw 


STARS NIGHTCLUB Main 
Room: Appreciation 
Wednesdays: Hip hop, R&B, reg- 
gae, soul with Reno and Mr. “O" 
Upper Room: Fresh Beatz: 
Dance music with Djs Johnny 5, 
Villain, Dusty Grooves, Quinn 


YOUR APARTMENT Big Rock 
indie Rock Night: indie rock with 
D| Shouldbeinaband 


SEEDY'S 10314-104 St, 421- 
0992 


SHERLOCK HOLMES PUB 
Capilano Mall, 1136, 5004-98 
Ave, 463-7788 * Rice Howard 
Way, 426-7784 * 10341-82 
Aye, 433-9676 * Bourbon St 
(WEM), 444-1752 


SIDETRACK CAFE 10333-112 
St, 421-1326 


SORRENTINO'S 
(DOWNTOWN) 10162-1090 St, 
487-4844 


THE STANDARD 6107-104 St 
438-2582 


STARS NIGHTCLUB Main Fi, 
10551-82 Ave, 432-7977 


STONEHOUSE PUB 11012 
Jasper Ave, 420-0448 


THE SUGARBOWL 10922-88 
Ave, 433-8369 


TONIC AFTER DARK 9920-62 
Ave, 408-4686 


URBAN LOUNGE 8111-105 St, 
439-3388 


VELVET LOUNGE 10041-170 
St, 930-4222 


WEST END CHRISTIAN 
CHURCH 10015- 
149 St, 420-1757 


WINSPEAR CENTRE 9720-102 
Ave, 420-1757 


WOODCROFT COMMUNITY 
HALL 13915-115 Ave, 436- 
1554/420-1757 


¥ AFTERHOURS 10028-102 
‘St, www.yafterhours.com 
YARDBIRD SUITE 10203-86 
Ave, 432-0428 


YOUR APARTMENT 8120-101 
St, 433-3337 


ZENARI'S ON 1ST 10117-1017 
St, 425-6151 
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Holdover Beethoven 


“What the world 
needs now is 
another Cracker 
and Camper Van 
Beethoven tour 


By PHIL DUPERRON 


ery’s musical pedigree is a 

demanding job. 

But here goes. Since forming 
Camper Van Beethoven back in 1983, 
Lowery has had his fingers in a host 
of musical pies. Probably best-known 
for their college radio mega-hit “Take 
the Skinheads Bowling”—recently 
used by Michael Moore in his docu- 


THE 


Te: singer/guitarist David Low- 


mentary Bowling for Columbine— 
Camper released more albums than 
most artists do in a lifetime before 
calling it quits in 1990. Lowery then 
went on to form Cracker, a more tra- 
ditional roots/rock outfit, and 
enjoyed further underground and 
mainstream success with hits like 
“Teen Angst (What the World Needs 
Now)” and “Low.” In 1999 Lowery 


E 


got together with his old CVB band- 
mates for a Clash tribute project and 
went on to re-release some old CVB 
material on Pitch-a-Tent, the label he 
started up to put out their quirky 
music before signing to Virgin 
Records America in the late ’80s. 
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Once they rekindled a comfort- 
able relationship, Lowery took mem- 
bers of both bands out on the road 
as the Cracker Traveling Apothecary 
and Revue. “We just weren’t really 
sure if we wanted to call it Camper 
Van Beethoven,” Lowery says during 
a stop in Jackson Hole, Wyoming. 
“We didn’t really want to doa 
Camper reunion tour or anything 
like that until we felt like we were 
doing new songs, and we've been 
working on a new record right now 
for probably over a year.” 

In the meantime and the in- 
between-times Lowery has produced 
and collaborated with a plethora of 
other artists, including Counting 
Crows, Sparklehorse and Leftover 
Salmon. “I like playing music all the 


me,” he says. “When I first started 
getting into this with CVB, we'd put 
out a record every eight or nine 
months—as soon as we'd record 
something, y’know what I mean? 
And once we got into the major 
labels, they were like, ‘No, no, no. 
We gotta basically think about this,’ 
and stuff like that. So in a way what 
I ended up doing to deal with the 
major-label stuff is I would do my 
collaborations or produce other peo- 
ple’s records. So really, I was still 
doing a record every eight or nine 
months but the Cracker or CVB 
albums were coming out every year 
and a half or two years, the way the 
major labels like you to do it.” 
Now Lowery is pulling double 
duty with both bands on tour 


eoaicketmaster, 
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together, reintroducing fans young 
and old to the weird world of 
Camper Van Beethoven. “It’s a lotta 
work,” Lowery says, “but man, we're 
having a blast. Lot’s of people have 
been coming out to the shows. It’s 
turning a lot of people onto what 
Camper did, which is good, ‘cause | 
think a lot of Cracker fans kinda 
knew Camper Van Beethoven but 
they've never really seen them live. 
I don’t know how they know about 
Camper but there’s definitely a sort 
of punk rock, emo kind of following 
for CVB and it’s nice to see a lot of 
people like that at these shows too. 
It's interesting.” 


THE BOWLING FOR COLUMBINE 
exposure probably didn’t hurt either. 
“That's definitely part of it,” Lowery 
agrees, “but I think it probably start- 
ed before that. I’m not sure why.” In 
fact, “Skinheads” was already so 
ingrained in the back of people’s 
psyches Lowery once got in a heated 
discussion with a group of drunken 
Danes who were convinced it was 
really a Manic Street Preachers song. 
“Never argue with drunken Scandina- 
vians,” Lowery warns me. “They 
turn back into Vikings.” 

CVB fans will have to wait until 


later this year to hear a new album, 


but they can make do in the mean- 
time with a recently unearthed, newly 
available recording the band made of 
Fleetwood Mac’s Tusk back in March 
of 1987. Cracker fans, meanwhile, can 
content themselves with Countrysides, 
which came out last year. It’s a collec- 
tion of gritty southwestern country 
covers the band came up with while 
playing incognito under the name 
Ironic Mullet. “Cracker and CVB have 
always had a strong thread of country 
and roots music through our rock,” 
Lowery says, “so we wanted to do 
more of a specifically redneck country 
album. So what we did was play 
under a pseudonym just to work up 
our repertoire. Most of the people did- 
n’t even know who we were or what 
we were doing. We were just playing 
covers as far as they were concerned— 
y'know, ‘Play some Skynyrd’ and stuff 
like that. What we did was really a 
kind of method acting to develop the 
set and the Countrysides record is a 
result of that experience.” © 


CRACKER 
With Camper Van Beethoven ¢ 
Red’s ¢ Fri, Feb 13 
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By DAVID STONE 


Chilly scene in winter 


Perhaps winter is dragging on a bit 
much, don’t you think? Haven’t we had 
enough? At least the cold doesn’t seem 
to have stopped the clubs from jam- 
ming up our calendars with quality 
shows. Good thing it’s Valentine’s Day 
this Saturday—with so much love from 
the DJs and the clubs, you can’t help but 
fall in love with the music all over again. 

The weather did, however, stop 
judge Jules from making it to Edmon- 
ton a couple of weeks ago. A freak snow- 
storm froze up air travel from England, 
preventing the hard dance Dj from mak- 
ing the journey to play at Escape Ultra 
Lounge on January 29. Nevertheless, the 
massive crowd at the club didn’t seem to 
mind, as they partied hard right to the 
very end with Neal K and myself on the 
decks. Happily, the Judge has resched- 
uled his gig for April 1, and Neal and | 
are back on the bill. If you've still got 
your ticket, hang onto it because it will 
be honoured at the new show. . 

As well, the kind folks at United also 


opted to allow people to use those same 
tickets to come back to Escape this Sun- 
day to see American techno king Dj Dan. 
The boy is back in town after a lengthy 
absence to promote his new Mixed Live 
disc for Moonshine, and he’s packing a 
box of new body-jackin’ tunes. Neal K is 
also on the bill providing some meaty 
tech-house flavour, so if you like your 
music hard and jumping, this is the place 
to be. And Escape is a wonderful space 
can hardly wait to play there again. 

Of course, some people like it deep 
and soulful. Junior Brown at Halo is 
good at that sort of thing, and he’s 
invited a couple of friends back to town 
to share the booth with him on Sunday 
night as well. Coming all the way from 
Chicago is Diz, who's probably one of 
the most down-to-earth DJs working 
the house circuit, while Vancouver’s 
Todd Omotani is coming down to jam. 

Perhaps you’re looking for some- 
thing different and intimate. Local pro- 
moters Stellar have decided to follow up 
the breakthrough success of their much- 
buzzed-about New Year’s Eve party at 
the Citadel Atrium—presented alongside 
Halo and Donna, by the way—with 
another cool happening, this time at the 
Century Grill (3975 Calgary Trail). The 
event, entitled A Stellar Night of Pas- 
sion, features yours truly spinning some 
techy progressive flavour, while Dj Tag 
drops a mixed bag of funky flavour and 
Malfunkt starts off the night by supplying 
some quality downtempo grooves. 
Doors open at 10 p.m., and cover is $8. 

The Stellar events have been going 
on for a year now, but it wasn’t until 


NYE that the group found itself on the 
map. Throughout their history, though, 
they’ve concentrated on challenging 
stereotypes about dance parties, plan- 
ning events around the mantra of “good 
concept, good music, good party” 
rather than relying on a big-name Dj to 
sell the night. They deliberately seek out 
unique venues, and this year they are 
planning several more events on the 
scale of their NYE triumph. This Sunday’s 
party will be an excellent opportunity to 
get a taste of what they're about. 

Also on Sunday down at the Stan- 
dard, Nestor Delano and Rob Allen are 
putting together a mix of top 40 and 
house with the club’s Elements Long 
Weekend Party. The Connected crew 
are going to be busy over the next few 
weeks, starting with their co-promotion 
of the legendary DJ Sneak with Red's in 
West Edmonton Mall on Friday, February 
20. Unfortunately, Junior Brown will be 
unable to play that night—and he’s pret- 
ty bummed about it—but Nestor and | 
will try and make up for it. Following that 
party comes the long-awaited arrival of 
Om sensation Kaskade to the Standard 
on Thursday, February 26. If you dig the 
sound of Mark Farina, than you must get 
your boogie in order and get a ticket. 

Finally, it’s good to see Ariel and 
Roel back into the scene with their new 
Wednesday night at the reopened 
DecaDance. Fluid is the brainchild of 
United’s Greg Wynn, who wanted to 
create a weekly that featured the duo 
back behind the decks, weaving their 
deep and funky tech-house action. 
Welcome back, guys. @ 
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By JENNY FENIAK 


Crystal gazing 


Crystal Plamondon ° Horizon Stage 
« Sat, Feb 14 One of the world’s most 
renowned Francophone musicians hails 
from the tiny northern Albertan town of 
Plamondon, which was founded by her 
family after they moved north from the 
United States in an effort to preserve 
their unique culture. “When we get 
together for family reunions and parties 
and when we’re playing music and 
telling stories, [it’s] the only way you can 


= i i 


keep your culture,” says Crystal Plamon- 
don with just a hint of a French accent. 
“In Louisiana they‘ve kept their culture 
[alive] by music and by their food... so 
for French people anywhere in the 
world, music and food are a big thing.” 
Plamondon’s dream from a very 
young age was to be a professional 
singer, and music has always the one 
constant in her life, through marriage, 
motherhood, divorce and now the 
“empty nest syndrome.” She kicked 
off her professional career with a 1989 
performance on CBC’s The Tommy 
Hunter Show, which led to an Alberta 
Recording Industry Association (ARIA) 
Award in 1992 for her cassette-only 
debut. She released her first indepen- 
dent CD, Carpe Diem!, in 1993, but 
after a self-titled release in 1996, Plam- 
ondon needed to remove herself from 
the hectic music business. In 1999, the 
CBC helped Plamondon accomplish 
precisely that when a project twinning 
French-speaking countries transplant- 
ed the singer/songwriter to the West 
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African country of Benin to collaborate 
with a local musician for a special 
broadcast. “After my Africa show,” she 
says, “| started getting calls again for 
some great stuff that | couldn’t resist. 
So | started taking them and then of 
course, | had to realize it was either 
pull out completely or get a new 
album and get going.” She chose the 
latter, releasing Plus de Frontiéres (No 
Borders) in 2002. 

Even though she hails from north of 
the border, Plamondon’s music has been 
most warmly embraced in Louisiana, 
perhaps because her Acadian Cajun 
sound is so similar to zydeco. Most of 
her lyrics are in French, her first lan- 
guage, but lately Plamondon has been 
concentrating on writing more songs in 
English and has just returned from 
recording a few of them in Nashville. It 
will be a while before those songs make 
their way onto a full album, but in the 
meantime Plamondon will release an 
entire album of her upbeat “Zyde- 
Cajun” tunes in Louisiana later this year. 


That awkward age 


The Clurnsy Lovers ¢ Sidetrack Café 
¢ Tue, Feb 17 It’s been a slow and 
steady haul for the Clumsy Lovers but 
this week, after eight years of playing 
their twisted assortment of rock-based 
Celtic bluegrass tunes, the five-piece Van- 
couver band has made its biggest turn 
yet. Somewhere in Omaha, Nebraska, 
just hours before their new disc After the 
Flood was slated for release, singer/qui- 
tarist Trevor Rogers was wondering him- 
self if the band’s foray into the world of 
major labels would actually manifest itself 
at the stroke of midnight. 

And apparently it did. The morning 
after | finish my chat with Rogers, his 
band’s quaint and personal website is 
replaced with a slick, polished site offer- 
ing more than just daily diary entries 
from the band’s founder and bassist, 
Chris Jonat. The biggest addition was a 
merchandise section hawking everything 
from posters and T-shirts to, naturally, 
copies of After the Hood, the Lovers’ sev- 


enth album and their first for Nettwerk. 

The Lovers have come a long way 
since the mid-’90s when they were playing 
occasional gigs at Irish pubs followed by 
weekend jaunts around the West Coast. “It 
was more like a hobby band up until three 
or four years ago,” Rogers explains. “Basi- 
cally it just became economically viable at 
that point. We were able to opt out of our 
jobs as the shows got more successful and 
more people started coming.” These days, 
the Clumsy Lovers spend nearly 300 days a 
year performing mostly south of the bor- 
der, where they attract audiences from a 
multitude of genres. That eclectic crowd is 
probably inevitable, given their habit of 
drawing upon everything from Celtic, 
bluegrass and rock to old-time country bal- 
lads, pop tunes and ska riffs 

“Y'know, we can fit in at an Irish fes- 
tival or we can fit in at a bluegrass festi- 
val, but it’s not exactly either or both,” 
says Rogers. “We'll get hippie kids out at 
the shows, we'll get old bluegrass guys 
with big grey beards, we'll get college 
girls—y’know, like a whole mixture. © 
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My life as a Fake Cop 


You can argue about 
their true influences, 
but the Fake Cops’ 
post-punk is 

the real thing 


By JERED STUFFCO 


at is it with all the post-punk 
Pierre in the alternative 
music media lately? With the 
explosion of New York dance-punk 
weighing heavily on critic’s minds, it 
seems that every music scribe with a 
copy of Substance in their iMac and a 
hard-on for.Gang of Four pulls out 
the same list of influences every time 
a new record crosses their desks. 


HORIZSN 


S TA G E 


Performing Arts Centre 


According to Jon Hopkins, gui- 
tarist with Calgary rockers Fake Cops, 
with all the post-punk referencing 
going on, it’s been easy for critics and 
younger rockers to forget about the 
past decade and a half of American 
indie rock. “We hear a lot about Liars 
and the Rapture and the Ex Models 
right now,” he says over the phone 


eIROCK 


from Calgary, “and that makes sense 
because they’re popular and doing 
pretty well. But from where I sit, I’m 
going off about the Jesus Lizard more 
than any of those other bands. A lot 
of the mid-’90s Touch and Go indie 
rock—that stuff was pretty much 
missed the first time around. This 
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Bluebird North Tour 


Where Writers Sing and Tell 

Friday, February 13th, 7:30 p.m. 

Eight singer songwriters, Tal Bachman, Lynn Miles, 

Shari Ulrich, Sue Foley, Alana Levandoski, Haydain 

Neale, Blair Packham & Russell deCarle from 
Prairie Oyster, share an intimate evening at Horizon Stage. These 
talented writers & singers will perform together and interact with their 
audience in a workshop setting - GREAT SEATS STILL AVAILABLE! 
Tickets: $20 Adults, $15 Students & Seniors 


Crystal Plamondon Dos 


: h 
Saturday, February 14", 
Spend a hot and spicy Cajun Valentine’s Day 
with your sweetheart. 


7:30 p.m. 


' § Alberta-born Crystal Plamondon’s music is 


: 


influenced by the country music she grew up listening 
to, the French Canadian songs that were sung in her 


family, and the Acadian/Cajun rhythms that surrounded her. She has 
created her own identity through French, English and Cree music. A 
dynamic entertainer, Crystal is known for her tremendous energy and 


“Joie de vivre”. 


www.crystal-plamondon.com 


rickets: $20 Adults, $15 Students & Seniors 


String Quartet 

Wednesday, February 18th, 7:30 p.m. 
Lighting up the skies of the Canadian chamber music scene, these 
second-place winners in CBC’s Great Canadian Music Dream, “put 
jon a more dynamic performance than most contemporary rock 


bands...” 


www.borealisstringquartet.com 


Tickets: $20 Adults, $15 Students & Seniors 


Box Office: 962-8995 
TR Pare, 


Theatre: 1001 Calahoo Road, Spruce Grove, AB 
Box Office: 420 King Street, King Street Mall 
www.horizonstage.com 


stuff coming out now is the result of 
at least 10 or 1S years of music, not 
just one period of it.” 

Still, Hopkins admits that the 
current post-punk revival has inject- 
ed some much-needed energy into 
the rock scene, which seemed to be 
all but dead at the end of the ’90s. 
“It’s getting reinvented in a pretty 
interesting way,” he says, “by a lot of 
good bands right now who write 
good songs and play well.” 

Likewise, as tempted as you 
might be to compare them to Wire 
and the Birthday Party, a listen to 
Fake Cops’ debut EP is just as likely 
to inspire allusions to Big Black and 
Six Finger Satellite. “Six Finger Satel- 
lite is a perfect example,” agrees Hop- 
kins. “You haven't heard their name 
come up through all this commo- 
tion, but it seems pretty obvious to 
me that Liars have listened to quite a 
lot of that stuff, and yet there’s been 
no mention of them. Either way, 
we're talking about all great bands.” 

Recorded at Calgary’s Sundae 
Sound, Fake Cops’ EP plays out like a 


history lesson in left-of-centre guitar 
music. Combining the discordant 
melodic sensibilities of indie rockers 
past and present with a bouncy, bass- 
heavy rhythm section, Fake Cops’ 
rock ’n’ roll workouts should have 
little trouble finding an audience 
with white-belted nouveau-rock kids 
and their older indie rawk brethren. 


IT’S A DICHOTOMY that’s mirrored 
in the band’s development. Despite 
having an average age of 28, the 
band (which is rounded out by 
drummer Ian Russell, bassist/vocalist 
Brooker Buckingham and guitarist 
Jordan Tettensor) didn’t cut their 
teeth on jaded, beer-sozzled barflies 
at smoky rock clubs; instead they got 
their start rocking out for underage 
kids at Calgary all-ages hall shows. 
“It’s kind of a funny story,” Hop- 
kins says. “Largely, we started out 
with a string of all-ages shows, and we 
were never really too sure of how well 
it was going to go over because we 
were different from what was going 
on at the time. When we finally got a 


Brad Ralph 


couple shows under our belts, we 
were surprised that the kids respond- 
ed really enthusiastically, because for 
us, those shows were really about 
gaining some confidence. We owe a 
lot to that scene, we're really grateful 
because it’s given us that energy.” 
According to Hopkins, after a half- 
decade dry spell, the Calgary rock 'n 
roll scene also seems to be picking up 
again. “The thing with Calgary,” he 
says, “is that, culturally speaking, it 
always seems to have a fad-driven ele 
ment to it. I remember when the Dj 
culture came through with a lot of 
energy and the rock ’n’ roll audience 
dwindled. What’s been happening 
now is that there’s been a pretty 
steady buildup of people making this 
music, and that’s the foundation that 
you really need—people who want to 
play it and the audience that want to 
seek out the music and support it.” @ 


FAKE COPS 

With the Floor and Married to Music « 
Seedy’s (Fri, Feb 13) © Shark Tank (Sat, 
Feb 14: all ages) 
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By SEAN AUSTIN-JOYNER 


From the Jungle to Babylon 


Let’s face it: even in 2004, even in 
casual conversation, the subject of 
interracial dating can hit a few nerves. 
As recently as just before World War Il, 
many politicians lobbied to keep public 
places like restaurants and bars segre- 
gated solely to prevent race mixing. 
Needless to say, interracial marriages 
were illegal in most U.S. states at that 
time. While the lines are blurring rapid- 
ly thanks to multiracial children and 
younger, more liberal mindsets slowly 
gaining power, there's still a definite 
barrier preventing interracial relation- 
ships from becoming truly accepted in 
mainstream society. 

So it's refreshing when filmmakers 
are brave enough to set themselves up 
for disapproval by making films explor- 
ing people’s prejudices. After all, you’d 
be hard-pressed to find someone 
who'd admit to being discriminatory, 
even though studies have shown that 
all people evince some degree of preju- 
diced behaviour. 


One director who's used to shov- 
ing his mug in the spotlight when it 
comes to race issues is Spike Lee. Blast- 
ed for his portrayal of Italian-Ameri- 
cans in Do the Right Thing and 
attacked by women for his creation of 
a sexually liberated female in She’s 
Gotta Have It, Spike went on to offend 
almost everyone while simultaneously 
opening their eyes to the exploitation 
of black people by the entertainment 
industry in Bamboozled (a film I'll be 
talking about next week). So I’m sure 
Spike was completely prepared for 
controversy in 1991 when he made 
Jungle Fever—and not just from the 
white community, but the black com- 
munity as well. And he would’ve 
received that reaction too, had any- 
body seen the movie. 

Jungle Fever’s protagonist is Flipper 
Purify (Wesley Snipes), a married black 
architect whose affair with his Italian 
secretary Angie (Annabella Sciorra) 
leads to the inevitable breakup of his 
marriage and turns him and Angie into 
targets for society’s racial distrust. Not 
only do Flipper’s neighbours, friends 
and a waitress (an early acting turn by 
Queen Latifah) disapprove of the rela- 
tionship, but Angie’s brothers come to 
blows with her and Flipper as well. In 
subplots, Halle Berry (in her movie 
debut) and Samuel L. Jackson play 
characters falling prey to the undertow 
of drug abuse and prostitution. 

Jungle Fever isn't bad, but it’s still 
one of Lee’s more forgettable films. 
Most people can probably belt out Ste- 
vie Wonder’s catchy-as-hell theme 
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Pi. 
song at the drop of a hat, but few can 


describe the movie's plot in any detail. 
Jungle Fever is the race-relationship 


movie everybody knew about but 
nobody saw. The 2001 release Brook- 
lyn Babylon, on the other hand, is 
simply unknown. The two films have 
eerily similar premises, but differ wildly 
in tone and approach. Babylon stars 
Tariq Trotter (a.k.a. Black Thought from 
the hip-hop band the Roots) as 
Solomon, an aspiring Rastafarian musi- 
cian who becomes infatuated with Sara 
(Karen Goberman), a Jewish girl, after 
a chance car accident. Sara eventually 
returns Solomon’s feelings. But their 
neighbourhood, which is already divid- 
ed by cultural differences, doesn’t 
approve. Solomon’s career is placed in 
jeopardy as friends, managers and the 
listening public slowly turn on him. 
Meanwhile, literally on the other side 
of the tracks, Sara’s family resorts to 
nearly militant tactics to prevent the 
relationship from continuing. 

The film closely mimics the ten- 
sions that existed in the Crown Heights 
area of Brooklyn during the early ‘90s, 
when a black youth was hit and killed 


by a car in a Jewish motorcade. In 
retaliation, a group of blacks stabbed 
and killed a rabbinical student from 
Australia. Riots ensued. 

What Brooklyn Babylon fails to pro- 
ject successfully are the similarities 
between Rastafarianism and Judaism. 
Oddly; director Marc Levin alludes to 
those similarities in am essay included 
in the DVD edition of the film, and 
wouldn’t seem to have faced many 
problems exploring them on film. Still 
the movie boests strong performances 
by co-writer 8o0nz Malone and David 
Vadim as Sara’s headstrong and short 
fused brother. The Roots, Lord Jamar 
(Brand Nubian), Slick Rick, Common, 
Frisco Kid, Spragga Benz, Mad Cobra 
and Bounty Killer all make cameos 

Even taken together, these two 
films don’t cover all sides of interracial 
relationships. What they do offer, how- 
ever, are unique angles on two similar 
stories that pose a lot of provocative 
questions which viewers must answer 
for themselves. © 


Musician. Songwriter. Actress. Activist. Celebrity. Provocateur. 
One such artist is Courtney Love. 


AVAILABLE NOW 
mmwanghafoncom wnusiegreamlacs 1%, (SAY IT WITH MUSIC! 


Downtown Edmonton: 10232 106th Street 424-6000 
Edmonton South: 3110 Calgary Trail South 433-6400 
Red Deer: 5239 53rd Avenue 340-0500 
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THE LOVE BELOW 
a) GROBAN, JOSH 
“CLOSER 


4) CROW, SHERYL 
VERY BEST OF 


| 2004 GRAMMY NOMINEES 
$ 6) BLACK EYED PEAS 
ELEPHUNK 


7) DARKNESS 
| PERMISSION TO LAND 


8) CHESNEY, KENNY 


| WHEN THE SUN GOES DOWN © 


9) DIDO 
~ LIFE FOR RENT 


10) MCLACHLAN, SARAH 
AFTERGLOW 


1) RED DWARF: 

SERIES 384 

2) BEATLES 

FIRST U.S. VISIT 

3) OPEN RANGE: 

(20k) 

4) FRIENDS: 

SEASON 6 (4DVD) 

5) GOOD, THE BAD & THE 
UGLY 

6) ALICE IN WONDERLAND 
(SPECIAL EDITION) 

7) ONCE UPON A TIME IN 
MEXICO 

&) PIRATES OF THE 
CARIBBEAN (2DVDs) 


9) GODS MUST BE CRAZY — 


Tél 
10) GILLIGAN'S ISLAND: 


COURTNEY LOVE 

AMERICA’S SWEETHEART 

(VIRGIN) 

a ee 
Move over Christina and Britney—your 
little pissing match is going to have to 
take a backseat to music’s real queen 
of attitude. At least that’s the message 
that comes through loud and clear on 
Courtney Love’s America’s Sweetheart. 

Love has never been a stranger to 
controversy, from her days as the bitchy 
widow of Kurt Cobain who took Univer- 
sal Music to court to her stint as the 
lead singer of Hole—and her new 
“solo” (using this term rather loosely) 
album shows every sign of making 
Janet Jackson’s titty-flash seem like 
much ado about nothing. 

Love rocks out with a rapper's atti- 
tude throughout America’s Sweetheart, 
and, just like a modern rap star, she 
calls out another rapper right off the 
top. “Hey God, you own me one more 
song,” she screams in the lead single, 
“Mono.” “So that | can prove to that 
I'm so much better than him... Him... 
hmm? Eminem!” 
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While the rest of the material veers 
from punk that sounds like Hole’s pre- 
major-label, pre-Kurt days to pop 
songs which would allow Love to chal- 
lenge the likes of Beyoncé and Madon- 
na for face time, there’s no doubt that 
she wants to show the world that she 
has more attitude than ever, from the 
busty pencil portraits that accompany 
the album’s liner notes which see her 
on her knees, fondling her naked 
breasts. It’s all about shock value. 

But as always, doubts about her 
sincerity remain; she works with the 
likes of Linda Perry (who's written for 
Christina Aguilera and Pink) and long- 
time Elton John collaborator Bernie 
Taupin, and yet her studio band 
includes the likes of Pixies bassist Kim 
Deal, garage rock legend Wayne 
Kramer and guitarist Scott McCloud of 
Girls Against Boys and New Wet Kojak 
fame. Is it a case of too many cooks 
spoiling the broth? Not really, but 
there’s a nagging feeling that, like 
most rap albums, the music is really 
the product of the people behind the 
star. We tr fr —STEVEN SANDOR 
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PILOT TO GUNNER 

GET SAVED 

(ARENA ROCK RECORDING 
COMPANY/RYKODISC) 
Se 
A couple of years back, Pilot to Gunner's 
Games at High Speeds made them indie- 
rock darlings and got them grouped 
along with NYC rockin’ neighbours like 
Les Savy Fav and Interpol. But other than 
singer Scott Padden’s drawl, which 
sounds like a punked-up version of XTC’s 
Andy Partridge, there’s very little to link 
the Pilot to Gunner of the past to the 
PTG of the present. The band has given 
up on the lo-fi rock aesthetic; their return 
is marked with slickly-produced guitars. 
PTG are no longer making rock music for 
art’s sake; now they’re playing rock 
music for rock’s sake instead. 

From the grab-you-by-the throat 
guitar lead of the title track to the hand- 
claps which drive the chorus in “The 
Product,” Get Saved proves that PTG is a 
band that would rather play gigs with 
the Foo Fighters than hang with the 
too-cool-for-school NYC indie-rock 
scene. It would be easy to bitch about 
how they’ve sold out, if only the songs 
weren’t so damn irresistible. Hook after 
hook will guarantee that I'll be keeping 
this on my CD tray for the rest of 2004. 
Fe toto —Steven SANDOR 


NEVERTHELESS 

THE MEDIUM IS THE MESSAGE 
(METHOD) 

SSeS 
The best thing about instrumental music 
is how incredibly free it makes your mind 
feel—there’s no distracting lyrics to force 
you to interpret the sounds in one par- 
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ticular way. And The Medium Is the Mes- 
sage, the debut disc from Edmonton’s 
own Nevertheless, sends you on a differ- 
ent trip every time you put it on. Even 
after you've memorized every quick- 
paced drumroll or plucky guitar assault, 
it still takes you somewhere new. 

Nevertheless keeps things serious 
without losing their playful edge. With 
one foot firmly planted in the frugal sim- 
plicity of punk and the other in the tech- 
nical mastery of metal, Nevertheless 
have come up with a powerful, original 
sound. They even convey a valuable 
message without really saying anything. 
You just have to look through the medi- 
um. Yeo te —Pxi. Durerron 


OLD CROW MEDICINE SHOW 
OLD CROW MEDICINE SHOW 
(NETTWERK) 
SE 
It's hard not to be a tad cynical as you 
crack open this wide-release debut from 
OCMS. The American quintet is being 
sold as an all-star group of punks and 
misfits who’ve embraced Appalachian 
folk music; after the surprise success of 
the O Brother Where Art Thou? sound- 
track, it’s easy to wonder if Appalachian 
folk will follow the same path as Celtic 
music, with mediocre band after 
mediocre band latching onto this hip 
“new” old sound in an effort to make 
their tunes sound authentic and warm. 
But OCMS show they aren’t sim- 
ply capitalizing on a sound; five of the 
11 tracks are old-school folk faves, 
from “C.C. Rider” to “Poor Man,” and 
the band is solid enough with the fid- 
dies and acoustic guitars to have you 
imagining that you're listening to a 


10649.124 street 
780.732.1132 
www.listenrecords.net 


zen cd/Ip/rmx/dvd 


scratchy mono 78. 

So even though the band is being 
marketed as punks playing folk, there isn’t 
anything on this record that breaks too 
dramatically with tradition. And when the 
band performs their original work, they 
make some obvious nods to folk greats: 
‘Trials and Troubles,” which features a 
nice guest appearance from Gillian Welch, 
is a bluesy porch song that would go fine 
with beer and lemonade when the tem- 
perature hits 30°C and the humidity is at 
99. Wait—this is Edmonton. Okay, you'll 
have to imagine the hot weather and the 
porch... Heras —STEVEN SANDOR 


ALL NIGHT RADIO 
SPIRIT STEREO FREQUENCY 
(SUB POP) 


it’s one of those nights when you're AIR ing “Surfing on a Rocker” and “Alpha FR 
driving somewhere and all you've got TALKIE WALKIE Beta Gaga,” but there’s a greater empha- ED & ARUN 
is the radio, and soon you've tapped. (VIRGIN/EMI) sis on soothing the listener as opposed to SUNDAY, FEB 15 


into the strangest place on Earth, 
where the songs drifting through the 


static sound alien yet vaguely familiar, 
like some kind of retro alternate reality. 
This is where All Night Radio—ex- 
Beechwood Sparks members Dave 
Scher and Jimi Hey—are coming from 
with Spirit Stereo Frequency. With its lilt- 
ing melodies, booming camp effects, 
crackling edges and psychedelic 
arrangements, it’s certainly an imagina- 
tive production tour de force. 

“You'll Be on Your Own,” for exam- 
ple, rocks out with gentle breaks and 
reverberating vocals, with a sitar-like guitar 
riff dancing over top. By the midpoint, the 
album settles into a restless ennui before 
swirling into the epic closer, “All Night 
Radio,” which throws everything you've 
been hearing into a tripped-out sonic hal- 
lucination. #eke% —Dave JOHNSTON 


= 
Talk about beating a hasty retreat. With 


cg 


their previous album, 10,000 Hz Leg- 
end, the Parisian electronic duo Air— 
Jean-Benoit Dunckel and Nicolas 
Godin—branched into psychedelic 
prog rock and lost a good chunk of 
their fanbase in the process. It was a 
rigid, unforgiving experience com- 
pared to the ethereal glide of their Vir- 
gin debut, Moon Safari. 

But Air's melodic gifts are back on dis- 
play with Talkie Walkie, and you simply 
have to look at a song like “Mike Mills” 
(named after the graphic designer and 
filmmaker responsible for the group’s 
epochal “Sexy Boy” video) to know 
they've reinvested their energies into 
making pretty tunes like they used to. 
Much of Talkie Walkie glides along like a 
dream. There are faint hints of the rockier 
Legend strung throughout, like the chim- 


engaging him, something Air does very 
well. tet —Dave JouNsToN 
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New Bomb Turks, Switchblade Tongues, Butterknife 
Brains (Gearhead) 

The New Bombs Turks release a mixed bag of scattershot 
recordings culled from various sessions over the past five years 
but it’s not as soft upstairs as the title might suggest. Nope! 
Even though this compilation is not the Turks’ best, it’s still a 
weighty dose of fist- and ass-shakin’ rock ‘n’ roll. Sixteen solid 
tracks, good for rabid fans and the uninitiated alike. 


Dub Narcotic Sound Introduction (K) 
Pulling themselves from the brink of accessibility, Dub Nar- 
cotic unleashes another bevy of fuzzed-out white guy skro- 
nk as only Calvin Johnson and company can do. The 
occasional tunelessness can be forgiven since it’s... well... 
Dub Narcotic. If you're not singing along by the 30-second 
mark of the hypnotic “You Fuck Me Up,” then this proba- 


Original Soundtrack, Win a Date With Tad Hamilton! 
(Sony) 

In 40 years, they will be building a golf course over thou- 
sands of discarded copies of this record. 


Brides of Destruction, Here Come the Brides (Sanctuary) 
Nikki Sixx, Traci Guns and two other metal-type dudes try 
to reignite the L.A. glam metal scene. The cover art is an 
airbrushed caricature of the band. Do you think they get 
the irony? Ah, Nikki, | knew it was all over for you when | 
saw you with ripped jeans and a wallet chain. 


James Last, Songs for Lovers (Eagle) 

Just in time for Valentine's Day. Mr. Last takes the likes of 
"Unbreak My Heart,” “The Lady in Red” and “My Cherie 
Amour” and sanitizes them until they‘re almost unrecognizable. 
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STARRING: 
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bly isn’t the skronk you're looking for, loser. Not bad, not good. Sure to be an elevator staple for years. 


(OF THE SONS OF RHYTHM 
ORCHESTRA) 
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Your Heart, My Sleeve (independent) Ann As Tue Dancine Gret: 


Big Head Todd Gat the Monsters Miss TT ALLULAH 
Crimes of Passion (Big/EMI) Freeway 
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Big Head Todd has a few strikes against him before this téte-a-téte even begins. Is there anything more 
hackneyed than a CD cover featuring a scantily clad woman wearing fishnets? Is there? No, there is not. J 
Also, calling your record Crimes of Passion is so clownishly clichéd that it’s hard to read it without smirking. _— +4 La 
Hunter on the other hand has gone the tasteful route with beautiful cover illustrations from Miss Penny Jo ra fSy And the Ne w City Cartel 
and a titular witticism that portends the album’s wistful content. Hunter and company may sound tough, a on the Victrolas. playing 
but after a few tracks, it becomes pretty clear that deep down, they’re a bunch of softies. An album’s all your favorite tunes 
worth of country-tinged acoustic tearjerkers punctuated by the occasional shuffler make for a satisfying lis- 
ten. Todd and the Monsters, meanwhile, match their hack album graphics with some hack faux-blues and 
white guy R&B full of echoes of Robbie Robertson and the Fabulous Thunderbirds. Todd can pen a tune, 
but it’s all buried under too much cheese to be palatable. RESULT: That's a TKO for RH&TSFB. 
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By ALLISON KYDD 


A tiny pianist 


Harris Wang * McDougall United 
Church ¢ Sun, Feb 15 (3pm) Many of 
you may be aware of young pianist Harris 
Wang. Back in November 2002, he 
played to an overflow crowd at a noon- 
hour concert at Grant MacEwan’s Alberta 
College Campus. Muttart Hall was filled to 
capacity—latecomers sat in the aisles or 
were turned away with only the promise 
of a possible later concert at McDougall 
Church to comfort them. In the 15 
months since then (especially after a high- 
profile appearance on The Tonight Show 
With Jay Leno), Wang—now eight years 
old—has been much in demand as a con- 
cert artist and has been distinguished by 
many other awards and honours. 

The long-awaited performance at 
McDougall Church this Sunday is 
Wang's second solo show. “It’s a special 
concert,” says Wang's piano teacher, 
Miriam Mahood, “because it involves a 
partnership between the church and the 
Elsie Cheung Music Academy, and it 
brings a wide range of people together.” 

Wang will play all the Bach two-part 
inventions (“a huge undertaking for any 
artist,” says Mahood), the Bach Concerto 
in D Minor (a well-known virtuosic piano 
concerto), the Bercowich Piano Concerto 
in D (his performance of which made him 
a finalist in the Canadian Music Competi- 
tions last July) and several smaller works. 

While many children find perfor- 
mance the most difficult part of studying 
an instrument, the opportunity to per- 
form makes Wang work harder. The 
image of a child sitting at the huge 
grand piano is certainly appealing, yet | 
can’t help wondering what happens 


when the picture changes, when his feet 
can touch the floor. | suspect that child 
prodigies are extremely vulnerable. | 
recall how Wang in his earlier concert 
played his complete program without a 
break because he was afraid the people 
might all go away. When | asked him 
afterwards what he liked best, he 
replied, “All the people clapping.” A 
short time later, | found him alternately 
suffering the embraces of his fans and 
sprawling on his stomach on the floor 
carefully autographing their programs. 

Mahood, however, has her feet firmly 
planted on the ground. “It can be chal- 
lenging for the piano teacher to [help the 
student] balance stardom with long-term 
educational goals and musical growth and 
development,” she says. “The teacher's 
job is to bring out the maximum potential 
in each student, using one or a combina- 
tion of several different vehicles, such as 
competitions, concerts, private study, the 
exam route, et cetera. The ultimate goal is 
long-term development and a successful 
career, so the real winner is the long-term 
winner. Stardom can get out of control. 

Wang received considerable media 
attention all of last year, but so far the 
youngster seems to be taking it in 
stride. Apparently, when his mother 
phoned his school to tell him he would 
be appearing on The Tonight Show, he 
treated the news as if he were going to 
McDonald's after school. “It must be 
hard for an eight-year-old to keep it all 
in perspective,” Mahood says. 

Talented as he is, Wang must prac- 
tice and avoid bad habits. “Young chil- 
dren like to play fast,” Mahood says. 
“Harris, like any child, struggles with 
the discipline of working things out 
slowly.” In the years she’s worked with 
him, she has seen Wang “become his 
own little person. He likes mixing with 
people, has developed some pride and 
accomplishments, has had an excep- 
tionally nice beginning, but there will 
be challenges ahead.” 

On March 22, Harris Wang will also 
take part in Edmonton: A City Called Home, 
a joint venture of the Cosmopolitan 
Music Society and the Edmonton 2004 
Education Committee, at the Jubilee 
Auditorium. © 
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A thin line between love and skates 


Murder, sex, 
revenge and 
hockey take to the 
ice in Cowards 
Bend the Knee 


By PAUL MATWYCHUK 


moment from Guy Maddin’s silent 
melodrama Cowards Bend the 
Knee. Maybe it’s the scene where the 
character named Guy Maddin (Darcy 
Fehr)—the star rover for the Winnipeg 
Maroons hockey squad—takes his 
girlfriend Veronica to an abortion 
clinic located in the back room of a 
business that an 
intertitle informs us 
operates as a “beau- 
ty salon by day, 
bordello by night!” Maybe it’s the 
moment a few seconds later when 
Meta (Melissa Dionisio), the madam’s 
beautiful daughter, strolls into the 
operating room, licking sugar off her 
fingers—Guy looks up from the oper- 
ating table that Veronica’s been 
strapped to, locks eyes with Meta... 
and promptly runs out of the clinic 
with her, leaving Veronica to suffer 
through her abortion on her own! Or 
maybe it’s the moment in the middle 
of Guy and Meta’s first lovemaking 
session when Meta pulls out a comb 
and practically brings Guy to orgasm 
by running it through his hair. 
Or maybe it’s any of the dozens of 
other bizarre, hilarious and utterly per- 


ie decide on my favourite 


verse images and plot twists that 
Maddin has stuffed into this hour- 
long film, a delirious blend of soap 
opera, ghost story, revenge epic, silent 
melodrama and stag film, all set 
against the backdrop of Depression-era 
small-town hockey. (In the opening 
scene, the character “Guy Maddin” 
receives two headknocks during a sin- 
gle hockey game, and the entire film 
seems to have been written by some- 
one still recovering from a powerful 
concussion.) Cowards Bend the Knee 
was originally conceived as an art 
gallery installation: viewers were sup- 
posed to kneel on the floor and watch 
the film’s 10 six-minute “chapters” 
(bearing lurid titles like “Sperm Play- 
ers” and “Another Wax Tryst”) 
through a series of small peepholes in 
the wall. It’s per- 
haps the most 
uncomfortable 
moviegoing experi- 
ence imaginable (although squeezing 
yourself into those cramped seats in 
the Princess II comes awfully close), 
but Maddin wanted to give audiences 
the feeling that they were watching 
something furtive and forbidden, like 
the grainy black-and-white nudie reels 
they used to show in the back rooms 
of seedy nickelodeons. 

Cowards is the most sexually 
explicit film Maddin has ever made— 
there’s abundant male and female 
nudity, incest, fetishism and even a 
chapter titled “Fisty”—but the most 
pornographic thing about it is the 
relentless, masochistic way he por- 
trays “Guy Maddin” as a weakling, a 
coward, a worm who betrays or fails 


Fuhgeddahoutit 


Adam Sandler forgets 
everything he ever 
knew about comedy 
in 50 First Dates 


By BRIAN GIBSON 


ith SO First Dates, it’s now 
We: that Adam Sandler films 
are to comedy what Halley’s 
Comet is to the earth—there’s a 
funny one about every 75 go-rounds. 
For the briefest 

of instants, some- 
where amid the 
black void of 
Happy Gilmore, The Waterboy and 
Eight Crazy Nights, Sandler's shooting 
streak of hilarity came and went 
with P.T. Anderson’s critically praised 
and popularly ignored Punch-Drunk 
Love. Given the box-office success of 
the recent Anger Management, 
though, it seems that lots of people 
prefer to see Sandler mug for the 
camera in misogynist comedies 


COMEDY 


obsessed with penis length, bashing 
sexually ambiguous people and let- 
ting stunted, dopey males snare his 
ditzy dream babe. 50 First Dates 
offers the same formula, with a 
schmaltzier aftertaste. 

Sandler reteams with Anger Man- 
agement director Peter Segal here, and 
the pair are soon off and running 
with a lazy, offensive gagfest. Henry 
Roth (Sandler), a Hawaii aquarium 
manager and veterinarian, beds visit- 
ing bimbos the night before they 
return to the mainland; he lies and 
leaves quickly the next morning. 
(These women are 
not only stupid 
enough to believe 
his stories about 
being a secret agent and his “Harry 
Testicle” aliases, but at least one is 
desperate enough to sleep with him 
even after he ’fesses up to her. Hey, all 
you sociopathic Average Joe Jackasses 
out there, there’s more hope for you 
than just making out with a hot chick 
on a Fox reality show.) 


SEE NEXT PAGE 


every single woman in his life. 
(Veronica dies soon after Guy runs 
out on her and returns to town as a 
ghost. This apparently happens all 
the time in Winnipeg, since the ghost 
quickly lands a job working alongside 
Guy at the beauty salon. In fact, the 
ghost turns out to be a better employ- 
ee than Guy—she gets promoted 
while Guy is permitted, humiliating- 
ly, to work only on babies.) 


THE FULL PLOT of the movie is even 
more ludicrous than it probably 
sounds already—I haven’t even men- 
tioned Meta’s plan to seduce Guy into 
murdering her mother and her lover 
(the Winnipeg police chief and one of 
Guy’s hockey teammates) by tricking 


x % a ~- 
Darcy Fehr in Cowards Bend the Knee 


him into thinking that her murderous 
father’s hands have been transplanted 
onto the ends of his arms. But as any- 
one who's seen Careful, Archangel or 
Tales From the Gimli Hospital knows, 
ludicrous plotting is a Maddin signa- 
ture. What makes Cowards Bend the 
Knee special—and arguably Maddin’s 
best film yet—is the way that this 
time out, all these crazy images seem 
to be coming from a much more per- 


sonal, painful source. It’s not just that 
Maddin has named his pathetic hero 
after himself; it’s the inescapable feel- 
ing you get from the film’s confes- 
sional tone that the character’s 
failings are Maddin’s failings too 
(Apparently plenty of other touches 
are are autobiographical—Maddin’s 
mother worked in a beauty salon, his 


SEE NEXT PAGE 
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father died when Maddin was still a 
boy and he used to spend a whole lot 
-9f time at the local ice rink.) 

As well, Maddin’s ability to evoke 
the filmmaking style of an earlier era 
has never been sharper; with its milky 
cinematography, tinny score and 
hammy performances by all the 
actors, Cowards looks as though it’s 
been mouldering in a film can in 


oO www. eonfilms.com oO 


sO : erina archive ever 
since 1924. (Maddin’ s fast-paced, 
jagged editing style is what makes it 
seem modern.) Outrageous, hilarious, 
inexplicable, Cowards Bend the Knee is 
one of the most exhilarating 
moviegoing experiences you'll have 
all year. So what are you afraid of? © 
“COWARDS BEND THE KNEE 
Written and directed by Guy Maddin « 
Starring Darcy Fehr and Melissa Dionisio « 
Zeidler Hall, The Citadel * Fri-Mon, Feb 13- 
16 (9pm) * Metro Cinema * 425-9212 
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Fading into oblivion 


Barbershop 2 has a 
shaggy screenplay 
but razor-sharp 
comic acting 


By JOSEF BRAUN 


nd suffering from a pretty hope- 
less case of sequelitis, Barbershop 
2: Back in Business is precisely the 
sort of movie that’s not very good yet 
also difficult to dislike. Tim Story and 
Mark Brown, the director and primary 
writer from the original Barbershop, 
that warm, largely charming and 
effortlessly political crossover hit from 
2002, are both absent this time out 
and their replacements seem content 
to aimlessly pile on narrative without 
any real development or cohesion. Yet 
it still features one of the most likable 
and talented comic ensembles in 
recent memory, and you could do 
worse than spend a couple of hours 
with them. Like a TV situation come- 
dy, Barbershop 2 makes up in cast 
chemistry and audience familiarity 
what it lacks in strong writing and 
freshness. Unfortunately, it’s a hell of a 
lot longer than an episode Good Times. 
Barbershop was basically about 
how Calvin (the subtle, cute and 
always watchable Ice Cube) comes to 
realize that the Chicago South Side 
barbershop he inherited from his 
father is really a lot more than just 
some old familial burden: Calvin’s 
barbershop is a very important place 
not only because black men appar- 
ently need frequent haireuts, but 
because it’s where people (often, but 
not exclusively, black people) can 
gather and feel a sense of community 
and history, say what’s on their mind 
and pass the time in good company. 
Well, Barbershop 2 offers much the 
same lesson, but instead of teaching 
it to Calvin, it’s trying to teach it 
directly to us. Problem is, we’re 
already convinced. 


50 First Dates 


oC ontinued from n previous page- 


Te: overlong, undernourished 
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Henry’s best friend Ula (Rob 
Schneider) is a pot-smoking, surfing, 
clumsy native Hawaiian father of five 
athletic kids, who lives vicariously 
through his buddy’s conquests. 
Henry’s assistant at the Sea Life Park, 
Alexa, is an androgynous eastern 
European. whom he ridicules and gets 
his prize walrus to projectile vomit on. 

When Henry is lovestruck by 
Lucy Whitmore (Drew Barrymore) at 
a local restaurant, she seems to be a 
dream come true, especially since 
she’s an even more perfectly igno- 
tant one-night stand than Henry’s 
previous hook-ups—a car accident 
gave Lucy short-term memory loss, 


’ which means every morning she 


wakes up thinking that it’s October 
13, the day of the crash. (Her father 


Cedric the Entertainer and Ice Cube in Barbershop 2: Back in Business 


A couple of years ago an enor- 
mous Shoppers Drug Mart opened 
up across the street from the terrific 
old Telestar Drug store in Calgary 
where I grew up. It was a real scum- 
bag thing to do, but at least for now, 
Telestar is still hanging in there, its 
revolving rooftop rocket embla- 
zoned with the word DRUG still 
shining in the night. I relay this 


=ICOMEDY 


memory because we all have our 
own stories like it, the squeezing out 
of small business and community 
solidarity by obnoxious gargantuan 
franchises (one need look no further 
than Whyte Avenue for countless 
examples). In the case of Barbershop 
2, it’s a giant Nappy Cutz that’s 
opening across the street, a chain of 
tacky, monstrous salons especially 
for black hair. The community, with 
Calvin at the helm, fights Nappy 
Cutz and the other franchises that 
are to accompany it, but the one- 
dimensional, e-e-evil developers 
have their hands in the pockets of 
the e-e-evil local government and 
they get the go-ahead anyway. 
Barbershop 2 takes its sweet time 


getting this central story going, 
severely weighing itself down with a 
host of dumb flashbacks and 
amourous subplots along the way 
When the film finally ends, only a 
few hours into Nappy Cutz’s first day 
of business, the optimism is utterly 
ridiculous. The story really needs to 
begin where it ends if it wants to find 
any genuine sense of resolution. (And 
if you want to watch a movie that 
covers the same territory with far 
more thoughtfulness, I’d recommend 
John Sayles’s Sunshine State.) 

Nevertheless, I still walked out of 
Barbershop 2 with a smile on my face. 
It’s just that my favourite bits—like 
sexy Eve playing against her attrac- 
tion to rough Ricky, or Queen Lati- 
fah’s sassy cameo as the neighbouring 
beauty parlour owner, or Cedric the 
Entertainer lecturing a guy on the 
train about lactose farts or his outra- 
geous comments about how the D.C. 
sniper is “the Jackie Robinson of 
crime”—make a better greatest-hits 
package than a movie. © 


BARBERSHOP 2: BACK IN BUSINESS 
Directed by Kevin Rodney Sullivan 
Written by Don D. Scott © Starring Ice 
Cube, Cedric the Entertainer and Eve * 
Now playing 


and brother elaborately maintain her 
amnesiac delusion.) 


SOON ENOUGH, then, we graduate 
from vomit and profanity to the car- 
toonish, puerile humour of Sandler- 
ian romantic comedy. Walruses, 
we're told, have very “big winkies,” 
it’s not clear if Alexa prefers “taco” 
or “sausage,” and Henry, after 
increasingly silly attempts to date 
his daily forget-me-not, followed by 
countless first kisses, wants to cop a 
“feelski” of Lucy's “boobies.” (Appar- 
ently, writer Charles Wing missed 
sex ed in high school.) 

It doesn’t help that Lucy’s charac- 
ter is a rip-off of Ellen Degeneres’s 
Dory character from Finding Nemo, or 
that Dory was far more colourful and 
lifelike. Barrymore’s acting here is 
stiffer than an embalmed corpse—all 
the actress has to do is look angelic 
and act genuinely surprised with 


every daily revelation, but the wood- 
en starlet can’t make things seem 
new to her. But among Schneider's 
pot-bellied clowning and Dan 
Aykroyd’s brainless turn as a neurol- 
ogist, Sean Astin stands out as Doug, 
Lucy’s lisping, steroid-taking brother 
who wears ’80s bicycle shorts and 
black-netting tanktops. In a film 
with a forgettable script and a sound- 
track full of ska-pap versions of clas- 
sic Police and Cure tunes that relies 
on cultural amnesia for its appeal, 
I’m hoping that Astin’s relatively 
nuanced and funny performance will 
remain in my mind after I concuss 
myself in hopes of forgetting this 
cheap, slumming comedy. O 


50 FIRST DATES 

Directed by Peter Segal ¢ Written by 
Charles Wing Starring Adam Sandler, 
Drew Barrymore and Rob Schneider ¢ 
Opens Fri, Feb 13 
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Diverting power from 


Canadian cinema 
suffers another 
setback with tiresome 
Republic of Love 


By BRIAN GIBSON 


Canada, we stand on guard for yet 
nother quirky comic drama to 
sweep across the barren theatres of 
our home and native land. Barren not 
just because Canadians have always 
preferred to flock to the latest Holly- 
wood flick instead of homegrown 
product, but because as much patriot 
love as we're commanded to show, we 
can’t fake it for our substandard fea- 
ture films—the glow in Canuck 
cinephiles’ hearts fades. And please, 
for our country’s sake, let's keep our 
neighbours’ screens gloriously free of 
movies like The Republic of Love 
(adapted from the novel by the late 
Carol Shields), where Canadians are 
portrayed as superficially kooky odd- 
balls who, deep down, are as dull as 
Stephen Harper on Valium. 

Tom Avery (Bruce Greenwood) 
was raised as a practice baby by dozens 
of would-be “perfect homemakers” in 
an etiquette class. Now he’s a thrice- 
divorced host of a late-night radio 


show for lonely hearts in Toronto, 
while the only woman in his life is his 
mother (Jackie Burroughs). Tom’s 
soon-to-be soulmate, Fay (Emilia Fox), 
is a folklorist who studies mermaids; 
her greatest burdens are having par- 
ents (Edward Fox and Martha Henry) 
who seem to be perfectly married, and 
her recent breakup with a man she 
realized she didn’t love enough to let 


CANADIAN 


him move in with her. (Whoops—did 
I mention that Tom and Fay live in 
the same apartment building, and 
two of Tom's ex-wives are Fay’s 
friends, but the two have somehow 
not met? By Dickens, what a shock- 
ingly pointless series of coincidences 
in a city of three million.) 

Throw in a pet duck for Fay’s 
father, a mustachioed French hotel 
clerk who seems to have wandered 
into the film from Monty Python and 
the Holy Grail and Tom’s hometown, 
Duck River (the most bogus name 
ever for a Canadian burg?), a place 
full of trailer homes and old people 
who all go to the Saturday Night 
Latin Dance at the local hall... Yep, I 
think the quirk quota’s been filled. 

Such tiresome zaniness and Sein- 
feldian conceits like the amusing sex 
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scene in which Tom beds a woman 
with a foot fetish might be forgiv- 
able if the romantic plot weren't so 
full of empty truisms (“I was smoth- 
ered with our love, I guess.... I just 
couldn’t breathe”) and nonsense 
lines that would stump a Zen monk 
(“Geography is destiny”). 


DIRECTOR DEEPA MEHTA and cine- 
matographer Douglas Koch seem to 
have spent most of their time mak- 
ing Toronto (the book was set in 
Winnipeg) look as clean and bland 
as possible. There’s a burnished 
sheen to all the interior shots of ped- 
ways and glass buildings, and the 
shots in subway cars make the TTC 
seem like a fast, cool, luxury ride. 
From its lustrous apartments to the 
slick cityscapes, The Republic of Love 


Emilia Fox and Bruce Greenwood in The Republic of Love 


looks like a series of Ikea and TD 
commercials directed by David 
Fincher. Plus, the utterly inappropri- 
ate music for this pseudo-1950s 
WASP rom-com is an Indian elec- 
tronica score by Talvin Singh. 

Why the muddled mix of form, 
tone, content, music and setting? 
My fellow Canadians, ours is not to 
reason why, but to puzzle our heads 
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at the continued sorry state of cine- # 
matic affairs in this nation of ours 
And don’t forget your patriotic duty: 
boycott The Republic of Love. @ 


THE REPUBLIC OF LOVE 

Directed by Deepa Mehta ¢ Written by 
Esta Spalding and Deepa Mehta 
Starring Bruce Greenwood and Emilia 
Fox ¢ Opens Fri, Feb 13 
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NEW THIS WEEK 


Ss (al) The Animation Show (M) Beavis and 
Butt-head creator Mike Judge and Oscar- 
kt-tea Winning director Don Hertzfeld curate 
MAS this lively, unpredictable collection of 12 
international animated shorts, six of which 
were nominated for Academy Awards. Zeidler 
Hall, The Citadel; Fri-Mon, Feb 13-16 (7pm) 


‘Cowards Bend the Knee (M) Darcy 

Fehr and Melissa Dionisio star in Care- 
ht ful writer/director Guy Maddin’s 

USS bizarre silent potboiler about a Win- 

nipeg hockey player who is seduced into a 
web of intrigue by the beautiful daughter of 
the owner of a combination beauty salon, 
bordello and abortion clinic. Zeidler Hall, The 
Citadel; Fri-Mon, Feb 13-16 (9pm) 


FAVA Doc Class Screening (M) A pro- 
gram of 14 new short documentaries by 
FAVA members produced under the quid- 
ance of Gil Cardinal and Lorna Thomas. Zei- 
diler Hail, The Citadel; Thu, Feb 12 (7pm) 


50 First Dates (CO, FP) Adam Sandler, 
Drew Barrymore, Sean Astin and Rob 
Schneider star in Anger Management direc- 
tor Peter Segal’s ramantic comedy about a 
veterinarian who attempts to have a rela- 
tionship with a girl whose short-term mem- 
ory loss means he has to get her to fall in 
love with him every single time they meet 


The Gospel of John (CO, FP) Henry lan 
Cusick, Lynsey Baxter and Stuart Bunce star 
in Metroland director Philip Saville’s Biblical 
epic, a self-proclaimed “word-for-word” 
adaptation of the Gospel According to John, 
focussing om Christ's final hours, his crucifix- 
ion and resurrection 


The Republic of Love (P) Bruce Greenwood, 
Emilia Fox, Edward Fox and Martha Henry star 
in Bollywood/Hollywood director Deepa Mehta’s 
film version of Carol Shieids’s novel about the 
relationship between an oft-diyorced radio 
host and a woman whose parents’ seemingly 
rock-solid marriage has caused her to hold her 
lovers to impossibly high expectations 
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Barbershop 2: Back in Business (CO, FP) 
Ice Cube, Cedric the Entertainer, Sean Patrick 
Thomas and Queen Latifah star in How Stella 
Got Her Groove Back director Kevin Rodney 
Sullivan’s sequel to the hit 2002 comedy, in 
which Calvin Palmer's independent haircut- 
ting business struggles to compete against a 
ruthless name-brand barbershop chain. 


The Big Bounce (FP) Owen Wilson, Mor- 
gan Freeman, Gary Sinise and Sara Foster 
star in Miami Blues director George 
Armitage’s comic crime movie about a 
laconic Hawaiian drifter who is seduced by a 
beautiful woman into stealing a fortune 
from her ‘over, a corrupt real estate tycoon. 
Based on the novel by Elmore Leonard. 


ral) Big Fish (CO, FP) Ewan McGregor, 
Albert Finney, Billy Crudup, Jessica 
K-44 Lange and Helena Bonham-Carter star 
USS i, Batman director Tim Burton’s 
whimsical fantasy about a dying man whose 
habit of spinning tall tales about his wild 
adventures as a travelling salesman has 
always infuriated his hard-headed son. 
Based on the novel by Daniel Wallace. 


(a) The Butterfly Effect (CO, FP) Ash- 
ton Kutcher, Amy Smart and Ethan 
bred Suplee star in writer/directors Eric 
PICK Bress and |. Mackye Gruber’s sci-fi 
mindbender about a young man who fig- 
ures out how to travel back in time to his 
childhood, and who must return to the past 
over and over again to repair the disastrous 
effects his voyages have on his future reality. 


Calendar Girls (FP) Helen Mirren and Julie 
Walters star in Saving Grace director Nigel Cole’s 
fish-out-of-clothing comedy, based on a true 
Story, about a group of British women who doff 
their duds for a calendar and a good cause. 


Catch That Kid (CO, FP) Kristen Stewart, 
Corbin Bleu, Jennifer Beals and Sam Robards 
star in World Traveler director Bart Fre- 
undlich’s kiddie adventure movie about a 
12-year-old climbing enthusiast whose 
mountaineering skills come in handy when 
she hatches a wild scheme to finance an 
operation for her paralyzed father by rob- 
bing a high-tech bank 


Cheaper by the Dozen (CO, FP) Steve 
Martin, Bonnie Hunt, Hilary Duff and Piper 
Perabo star in Big Fat Liar director Shawn 
vy's domestic comedy about a spectacu- 
larly fertile small-town football coach with 
12 children whose home life becomes even 
chaotic than usual when he takes a 
b at Chicago’s Northwestern University 


Cold Mountain (CO, FP) Jude Law, 
(a) Nicole Kidman, Renée Zellweger, 
M44 Kathy Baker, Philip Seymour Hoffman 
PICK and Natalie Portman star in The Eng- 

h it director Anthony Minghella’s 
odic film version of Charles Fra- 
vel about a Civil War deserter and 
ing trek back home to the bride he 
ehind in North Carolina 


Ginger Snaps ff: Unleashed (FP) Emily 
Perkins and Tatiana Maslany star in director 


Sat Sun & Mon Matinee 2:30 pm 
°14A¢ (sexual content) 


TUTTEVEUT OEP SEEPErETERST TT ee 


Brett Sullivan’s sequel to the 2001 feminist 
horror film, in which high school outcast 
Brigitte Fitzgerald i is confined to a rehab clinic, 
where she must deal with her guilt over killing 
her lycanthropic sister as well as her own 
impending metamorphosis into a werewolf. 


Giri With a Pearl Earring (CO) Scarlett 
Johansson, Colin Firth and Tom Wilkinson star in 
director Peter Webber's somber period film, set 
in 17th-century Holland, about a young woman 
who is hired on as a servant in the home of 
Johannes Vermeer and winds up inspiring one of 
the master painter's greatest portraits. 


The Last Samurai (CO, FP) Tom Cruise and 
Ken Watanabe star in Glory director Edward 
Zwick’s historical epic about an alcoholic Civil 
War veteran who travels to Japan to train and 
modemize the emperor's troops, but decides 
to switch sides after being exposed to the 
honour code of the samurai warriors the 
emperor is determined to wipe out. 


a) The Lord of the Rings: The 
Return of the King (CO, FP) Elijah 
4-494 Wood, lan McKellen, Viggo 

USS Mortensen and Liv Tyler star in the 
long-awaited concluding chapter of director 
Peter Jackson’s epic film adaptation of J.R.R. 
Tolkien’s trilogy of fantasy novels about a 
band of hobbits, trolls, elves, wizards and 
humans who embark on a quest to destroy 
an evil, all-powerful ring. 


Master and Commander: The Far 

Side of the Worid (CO) Russell 
htt Crowe and Paul Bettany star in Witness 
MIS director Peter Weir's waterlogged 
adventure yarn, based on the novels of 
Patrick O'Brian, in which 19th-century British 
sea captain Jack Aubrey and ship surgeon 
Stephen Maturin brave storms and cannon- 
fire as they pursue a French “super-frigate” 
from Cape Hom to the Galapagos Islands. 


Miracle (CO, FP) Kurt Russell, Patricia Clark- 
son and Noah Emmerich star in Tumble- 
weeds director Gavin O’Connor’s 
inspirational sports picture about Herb 
Brooks, the coach who led the U.S. hockey 
team to a memorable upset victory over the 
Soviets at the 1980 Winter Olympics. 


Mona Lisa Smile (FP) Julia Roberts, Julia 
Stiles, Kirsten Dunst and Maggie Gyllenhaal 
star in Four Weddings and a Funeral director 
Mike Newell's drama, set in 1953 at Welles- 
ley women’s college, about a rebellious 
teacher who makes it her mission to ensure 
her students aspire to be more than 
socialites, hostesses and housewives. 


(a) Monster (CO, FP, GA) Charlize 
Theron and Christina Ricci star in 

ta writer/director Patty Jenkins’s sympa- 
Pick thetic biopic about Aileen Wuornos, 
the troubled woman who in the ‘80s 
became known as “America’s first female 
serial killer,” and her needy relationship with 
her emotionally stunted lesbian lover. 


Mystic River (CO, FP) Sean Penn, 
(a) Kevin Bacon and Tim Robbins star in 


PICK Unforgiven director Clint Eastwood's 
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TO BURSTING 
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puts on Christ’s last d ne mak 
the most faithful Jesus flic er mac 


(oa ar- Mere) 
le, with a script based 
Gospel According to John—or at least, the 


aaten Mel Gibson's The Passion of 
ereas gun-jumping pundits every- 
biased, supposedly anti-Semitic spin it 
e! of John billing their film as 
ord for word” on the 


sion of the gospel that appears in the 


American Bible Society’s Good News Bible. “We couldn't change a single word, not 


even a preposition!” director Philip Saville says in the film’s press notes. 


“Many times 


| would throw up my hands in the air and say this is really too much, particularly when 
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Unconfirmed reports state that God refused a screenwriting credit 
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moody drama, set in working-class Boston, 
about three childhood friends whose trau- 
matic memories of the past are revived when 
one, now a police detective, begins to sus- 
pect another of killing the third’s daughter. 
Based on the novel by Dennis Lehane. 


The Perfect Score (CO, FP) Scarlett 
Johansson, Erika Christensen and Chris 
Evans star in Varsity Blues director Brian Rob- 
bins’s teen comedy about a group of high 
school students who hatch a scheme to get 
perfect scores on their SATs by stealing the 
answers from the Princeton Testing Center. 


Something’s Gotta Give (CO) Jack Nichol- 
son, Diane Keaton, Keanu Reeves and Amanda 
Peet star in What Women Want director Nancy 
Meyers’s romantic comedy about a middle- 
aged rascal who re-evaluates his lifelong prefer- 
ence for dating much younger women when 
he finds himself falling in love with the middle- 
aged mother of his latest trophy girlfriend. 


Teacher’s Pet (FP) The voices of Nathan 
Lane, Shaun Fleming, Kelsey Grammer and 
Megan Mullally are featured in this big- 
screen version of the animated TV series 
about a superintelligent dog who accompa- 
nies his master to school in order to learn 
more about the world. 


ral) The Triplets of Belleville (P) 
Writer/director Sylvain Chomet’s 
K-44 unique, nearly wordless animated 
USS feature about a clubfooted old 
woman who enlists the aid of a 1930s 
vocal trio to rescue her son, a champion 
cyclist who has been kidnapped by a gang 


Rake 


with guests 


of sinister hoodlums. 


ral) 21 Grams (CO) Sean Penn, Naomi 
Watts, Benicio Del Toro and Melissa 
ht-tqd Leo star iri Amores Perros director Ale- 

PICK jandro Gonzalez !farritu’s intense, 
chronologically scrambled drama about 
three people whose lives are bound togeth- 
er by a sudden, inexplicable tragedy. 


Win a Date With Tad Hamilton! (CO) Kate 
Bosworth, Josh Duhamel and Topher Grace star 
in Legally Blonde director George Luketic’s teen 
comedy about the romantic triangle that arises 
between a vain Hollywood idol, the small-town 
checkout girl who meets him through a “win a 
date” contest and her best friend, who's always 
had a secret crush on her. 


You Got Served (CO, FP) Marques Hous- 
ton, Steve Harvey and the band B2K star in 
director Christopher B. Stokes’s hip-hop 
comedy about a pair of friends who must 
win a street dance competition in order to 
finance their dream of opening their very 
own recording studio. 


CO: Cineplex Odeon, 444-5468 
EFS: Edmonton Film Society, 439-5285 
FP: Famous Players 
GA: Garneau Theatre, 433-0728 
L: Leduc Cinema, 986-2728 
M: Metro Cinema, 425-9212 
P: Princess Theatre, 433-0728 
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All showtimes are subject to change at any time. 
Please contact theatre for confirmation. 


8712-109 St, 433-0728 
MONSTER 18A 


Sexual violence, coarse language. Daily 7.00 9:15 
Sat Sun Mon 2.00 


10337-82 Ave, 433-0728 
THE TRIPLETS OF BELLEVILLE PG 
Daily 7.10 9.10 Sat Sun Mon 2.00 
THE REPUBLIC OF LOVE 14A 


Sexual content. Daily 7.00 9.00 Sat Sun 2.30 


9828-101A Ave, 
Citadel Theatre, 425-9212 
THE ANIMATION SHOW 144 
Fri-Mon 7.00 
COWARDS BEND THE KNEE sTc 
Fri-Mon 9.00 
CHUNK/SWEETIE sTc 
Thu 7.00 
GRANDIN THEATRE 
Grandin Mall, Sir Winston Churchill Ave, 
St. Albert, 458-9822. | 

LORD OF THE RINGS: 
THE RETURN OF THE KING 144 
Violence, frightening scenes. Daily 1.30 7.10 
PETER PAN PG 
Daily 12.45 3.10 
ALONG CAME POLLY PG 
Crude content. Daily 7.15 9.15 
THE PERFECT SCORE PG 
Coarse language. Daily 7.00 9.00 
CHEAPER BY THE DOZEN G 
Daily 1.00 3.30 
CATCH THAT KID G 
Daily 1.15 3.15 7.30 9.30 
50 FIRST DATES PG 
Crude content. Daily 1.15 3.15 7.30 9.30 

LEDUC CINEMAS 

4762-50 St, 986-2728 


The showtimes listed are for the date of this 
issue, Thu, February 12 only. Please contact the- 
atre for showtimes. 


CATCH THAT KID G 
Thu 7.10 9.10 
ALONG CAME POLLY PG 
Crude content. 
Thu 7.05 9.10 
THE BUTTERFLY EFFECT 18A 
Disturbing content, violence. Thu 7.20 9.30 
BIG FISH PG 
Not recommended for young children. 
Thu 

WETASKIWIN CINEMAS 

(1) 780-352-3922 


The showtimes listed are for the date of this 
issue, Thu, February 12 only. Please contact the- 
atre for showtimes. 


MIRACLE G 
Thu 6.50 9.30 


CATCH THAT KID G 
Thu 1.15 3.20 


THE BUTTERFLY EFFECT 18A, 
Disturbing content, violence. 
Thu 1,20 3.30 


BIG FISH PG 
Not recommended for young children. 
Thu 1.10 3.40 


CINEPLEX ODEON CINEMAS 


CINEMA GUIDE 


10200-102 Ave, 421-7020 
ALONG CAME POLLY PG 
Crude content. 
Daily 1.10 4.30 7.30 10.20 
LORD OF THE RINGS: 
THE RETURN OF THE KING 14A 
Violence, frightening scenes. 
Daily 8.45 


BIG FISH PG 
Not recommended for young children, 
Daily 1.30 4.20 7.20 10.10 


THE BUTTERFLY EFFECT 18A 
Disturbing content, violence. 
Daily 1.20 4.10 7.40 10.15 


MASTER AND COMMANDER: 

THE FAR SIDE OF THE WORLD 14A 
Violence. Daily 12.20 3.15 6,30 9.35 

CATCH THAT KID G 
Daily 1.40 4.00 6.35 

21 GRAMS 18A 


Fri-Tue Thu 12.40 3.20 6.40 10.00 
Wed 12.40 3.20 10.00 


GIRL WITH A PEARL EARRING PG ; 

Daily 12.50 3.50 7.10 9.40 

MYSTIC RIVER 144 

Coarse language. Daily 12.30 3.30 6.50 9.50 

50 FIRST DATES PG 

Crude content. No passes. Daily 1.00 3.40 7.00 9.30 

WEST MALL 8 

8882-170 St, 444-1829 

LOST IN TRANSLATION 144 

Fri Tue-Thu 7.20 9.40 Sat-Mon 2.20 4.40 7.20 9.40 

HOUSE OF SAND AND FOG 140 


Disturbing content. Fri Tue-Thu 6.45 
Sat-Mon 4.10 6.45 


LOVE ACTUALLY 14A 
Sexual content. Fri Tue-Thu 6.30 9.10 
Sat-Mon 2.30 6.30 9.10 


PETER PAN PG 
Fri Tue-Thu 6,35 9.00 Sat-Sun 1.35 4.15 6.35 9.00 
CHASING LIBERTY PG 
Fri Tue-Thu 7.10 9.35 Sat-Mon 1.50 4.20 7.10 9.35 
PAYCHECK PG 


Violence. Fri Tue-Thu 6.50 9.15 
Sat-Mon 1.40 4.15 6.50 9.15 


CITY OF GOD 18A 
Violence, coarse language throughout. 
Fri Tue-Thu 9.20 Sat-Mon 1.30 9.20 


THE COOLER 18A 
Sexual content, violence. Fri Tue-Thu 7.00 9.30 
Sat-Mon 2.10 4.30 7.00 9.30 


THE PERFECT SCORE s PG 
Coarse language. Fri Tue-Thu 6.40 8.50 
Sat-Mon 2.00 4.25 6.40 8.50 


i 472- 
LORD OF THE RINGS: 
THE RETURN OF THE KING 144 


Violence, frightening scenes. Fri-Mon 12.50 4.50 8.50 
Tue-Thu 4.50 8.50 


CHEAPER BY THE DOZEN G 
Fri-Mon 1.20 3.40 Tue-Thu 3.40 

COLD MOUNTAIN 18A 
Daily 9.00 ~ 

ALONG CAME POLLY PG 


Crude content. Fri-Mon 1.00 3.00 5.10 7.30 9.55 
Tue-Thu 3.00 5.10 7,30 9.55 


THE BUTTERFLY EFFECT 18A 
Disturbing content, violence. Fri-Mon 12.40 3.10 7.00 
9.30 Tue-Thu 3.10 7.00 9.30 


WIN A DATE WITH TAD HAMILTON! PG 
Daily 7.40 10.00 
THE PERFECT SCORE PG 


Coarse language. Fri-Mon 1,50 4.10 6.50 
Tue-Thu 4.10 6.50 


CATCH THAT KID G 
Fri-Mon 12.45 2.50 5.00 7.10 9.20 
Tue-Thu 2.50 5.00 7.10 9.20 


BARBERSHOP 2: BACK IN BUSINESS PG 
Coarse language.-Fri-Mon 1.30 3.50 6.40 9.10 
Tue-Thu 3.50 6.40 9.10 


MIRACLE SG 


Fri-Mon 12.30 3.20 6.45 9.50 
Tue-Thu 3.20 6.45 9.50 


50 FIRST DATES PG 
(Crude content. No passes. 

Fri-Mon 1.10 1.40 3.30 4.00 7.20 7.50 9.40 10.10 
Tue-Thu 3.30 4,00 7.20 7.50 9.40 10.10 


SOUTH EDMONTON COMMON 


1525-99 St, 436-8585 


THE LAST SAMURAI 144A 
Gory scenes. Daily 1.20 5.10 8.40 


SOMETHING'S GOTTA GIVE PG 
Coarse language, sexual content. 
Daily 12.40 3.30 6.40 9.30 


Violence, frightening scenes. 
Daily 12.00 4.00 8.15 


CHEAPER BY THE DOZEN G 
Daily 1,00 3.40 
BIG FISH PG 


Not recommended for young children. 
Daily 12.50 3.50 6.50 9.40 


ALONG CAME POLLY PG 
Crude content. Daily 1.10 4.10 7.10 9.20 

WIN A DATE WITH TAD HAMILTON! PG 
Daily 12.20 2.40 4.50 7.40 10.15 

THE BUTTERFLY EFFECT 18A 


Disturbing content, violence. 
Daily 2,00 5.20 8.00 10.40 


MONSTER 18A 
Sexual violence, coarse language. 
Daily 1.50 4.40 7.20 10.10 


YOU GOT SERVED PG 
Fri-Wed 12.15 3,00 5.30 7.45 10.30 
Thu 12.15 3.00 10.30 


MASTER AND COMMANDER: 

THE FAR SIDE OF THE WORLD 14A 
Violence. Fri-Thu 6.30 9.45 

MIRACLE G 
Daity 12.45 3.45 7.00 9.50 

CATCH THAT KID G 


Fri-Sat Mon-Thu 12.10 2.15 4.30 6.45 9.10 
Sun 12.10 2.15 4330 9.10 


BARBERSHOP 2: BACK IN BUSINESS PG 
Coarse language. Daily 1.40 4.20 7.50 10.20 
50 FIRST DATES PG 


Crude content. No passes. Daily 12.30 1,30 2.30 3.15 
4.15 5.00 5.45 6,30 7.30 8.30 9.00 10.00 10.45 
Star and Strollers Screening: Thu 10am 


WELCOME TO MOOSEPORT PG 
No passes. Sneak preview. Sun 7.00 

1 444-1 
BROTHER BEAR G 
Sat-Mon 1.40 3.45 
THE SCHOOL OF ROCK PG 
Daily 6.40 9.00 
LOONEY TUNES: BACK IN ACTION SG 
Sat-Mon 2.15 4.35 
THE MISSING 144 
Violence. Dally 6.30 9.10 
DR. SEUSS' THE CAT IN THE HAT PG 
Sat-Mon 1.50 4.15 
HONEY PG 
Daily 7.15 9.40 
GOTHIKA 144 


Violence, disturbing content. Fri Tue-Thu 7.30 9.50 
Sat-Mon 2.30 4.45 7.30 9.50 


MONA LISA SMILE PG 
Fri Tue-Thu 6.50 9.30 Sat-Mon 1.30 4.00 6.50 9.30 
THE HAUNTED MANSION PG 


Frightening scenes. Fri Tue-Thu 7.00 9.20 
Sat-Mon 2.00 4.30 7.00 9.20 


GALAXY CINEMAS @ SHERWOOD PARK 


2020 Sherwood Drive, 
416-0150 
LORD OF THE RINGS: THE 
RETURN OF THE KING 14A 
Violence, frightening scenes. Fr 4.15 8.20 
Sat-Mon 12.00 4.15 8.30 Tue-Thu 8.30 


CHEAPER BY THE DOZEN G 
Fri Tue-Thu 6.55 Sat Mon 1.15 6.55 Sun 1.15 
COLD MOUNTAIN 184A 


Fri 3.10 6.30 9.45 
Sat-Mon 12.05 3.10 6.30 9.45 
Tue-Thu 6.30 9.45 


ALONG CAME POLLY PG 
Crude content. Fri 3.40 7.15 9.40 
Sat-Mon 12.40 3.40 7.15 9.40 Tue-Thu 7.15 9.40 


THE BUTTERFLY EFFECT 14A 
Disturbing content, violence. Fri 4.30 7.00 9.35 
Sat-Mon 1.30 4.30 7.00 9.35 Tue-Thu 7.00 9.35 


THE PERFECT SCORE PG 
Coarse language. Fri-Sat Mon 4.05 9.10 Sun 9.55 
Tue-Thu 9.10 


CATCH THAT KID G 
Fri 3.45 6.40 9.00 Sat-Mon 12.45 3.45 6.40 9.00 
Tue-Thu 6.40 9.00 


MIRACLE G 
Fn 3.30 6.45 9.50 Sat-Mon 12.30 3.30 6.45 9.50 
Tue-Thu 6.45 9.50 


50 FIRST DATES PG 
Crude content. No passes. Fri 3.15 4.00 6.50 7.30. 
9.15 9.55 Sat Mon 12.15 1.35 3.15 4.00 6.50 7.30 
9,15 9.55 Sun 12.15 1,35 3.15 4.00 6.50 7.30 9.15 
Tue-Thu 6.50 7.30 9.15 9.55 


MONSTER 18A 
Sexual violence, coarse language, Fri 3.50 7.10 10.00 
Sat-Mon 12.50 3.50 7.10 10.00 Tue-Thu 7.10 10.00 


WWE: NO WAY OUT 
Classification not available. Sun 5.00 


NORTH EDMONTON CINEMAS 


1- ¥ 


THE LAST SAMURAI 148 
Gory violence. Daity 8.45 
SOMETHING'S GOTTA GIVE PG 


Coarse language, sexual content. 
Daily 1.10 3.50 6.50 9.40 


LORD OF THE RINGS: THE RETURN 


OF THE KING 144A 
Violence, frightening scenes. Daily 3.10 7.30 
CHEAPER BY THE DOZEN G 
Daily 12.10 2.30 4.40 

COLD MOUNTAIN 184 
Daily 12.00 3.20 6.40 9.50 

BIG FISH PG 


Not recommended for young children, 
Daily 1.30 4.20 7.20 10.00 


ALONG CAME POLLY PG 
Crude content. Daity 12.40 3.00 5.20 7.50 10.05 

WIN A DATE WITH TAD HAMILTON! PG 
Daily 12.45 
THE BUTTERFLY EFFECT 18A 


Disturbing content, violence. 

Daily 1.50 4.50 7.45 10.25 

MIRACLE G 
Daily 12.50 4.00 7.00 9.55 

BARBERSHOP 2: BACK IN BUSINESS PG 
Coarse language. Daily 8.00 10.20 

50 FIRST DATES PG 
Crude content. No passes. 

Fri-Sun Tue Thu 12.20 1.20 2.20 3.30 4.30 
8.10 9.30 10.30 Mon Wed 12.20 1.202 
4.30 5.30 6.30 8.10 9.30 10.30 

THE GOSPEL OF JOHN PG 
Violence. Daily 2.10 7.05 

CATCH THAT KID S 
Daily 12.30 2.45 5.00 7.15 9.20 

MONSTER 18A 
Sexual violence, coarse language 

Daity 1.00 3.40 7.40 10.10 


CATCH THAT KID G 
Daily 12.30 2.45 5.00 7.25 9.30 
MONSTER 18A 
Sexual violence, coe: uage 


Daily 1.00 3.40 7.40 1¢ 


—SS=z = 


|FAMOUS PLAYERS, 


GATEWAY 8 
29 Ave, Calgary Trail, 436-6977 
MYSTIC RIVER 144 
Coarse language. Fri Sat Sun Mon 12.40 3.40 6.46 
9.35 Tue Wed Thu 6.45 9.35 
COLD MOUNTAIN > 164 


Fri Sat Sun Mon 12.00 < 
Tue Wed Thu 6.40 9.50 


TEACHER'S PET G 
Fri Sat Sun Mon 1.30 4.20 
THE PERFECT SCORE PG 


Coarse language. Fri Sat Sun Mon 1.20 4.15 7.30 
9.55 Tue Wed Thu 7,30 9.55 

MONA LISA SMILE PG 
Fri Sat Sun Mon 12.50 3.50 7.00 9.4¢ 

Tue Wed Thu 7.00 9.40 

CALENDAR GIRLS PG 


Nudity. Fri Sat Sun Mon 1.15 4.10 7.05 9.45 
Tue Wed Thu 7.05 9.45 


THE GOSPEL OF JOHN PG 
Violence. Fri Sat Sun Mon 12.15 4.00 8.00 
Tue Wed Thu 8.00 


GINGER SNAPS Il: UNLEASHED 18A 
Gory scenes, Fri Sat Sun Mon 1.00 3.30 7.25 10.00 
Tue Wed Thu 7.25 10.00 


THE BIG BOUNCE PG 
Coarse lanquage. 7.10 9.30 


SILVERCITY WEST EDMONTON MALL 
WEM, 8882-170 St, 444-2400 


THE LAST SAMURAI 14A 
Gory scenes. Fn Sat Sun Mon Tue Wed 12.05 3.20 
6.50 10.05 Thu 12.05 3.20 10.05 


LORD OF THE RINGS: THE RETURN 


OF THE KING 140 
Violence; frightening scenes. 12.15 4,15 8.30 
CHEAPER BY THE DOZEN G 
12.45pm . 

COLD MOUNTAIN 184 
12.10 3.25 6.40 9.55 


BIG FISH PG 
Not recommended for young childrer 
12.30 3.30 6.45 9.20 


ALONG CAME POLLY PG 
Crude content. 1.25 4.30 7.25 9.35 

THE BUTTERFLY EFFECT 18A 
Disturbing content, violence. 1.15 4.05 7.40 10.15 
MIRACLE G 
1.00 4.00 7.15 10.10 Cinebabies Wed 1pm) 


YOU GOT SERVED PG 
Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue Wed 12.25 2.40 4.55 7.35 9.40 
Thu 12.25 2.40 9.40 


THE BIG BOUNCE PG 
Coarse language. 3.40 7.20 9.50 

BARBERSHOP 2: BACK IN BUSINESS PG 
Coarse anguage. Fri Sat Mon Tue Wed Thu 1.10 4, 1( 
7.05 9.45 Sun 1.10 9.45 


CATCH THAT KID G 
Fri Sat Mon Tue Thu 12. 54 0 9.25 
Sun Wed 12.20 2.3 


50 FIRST DATES PG 
No passes, Crud 

12.00 1.30 2.31 00 7,00 7.30 9.30 10.00 
WELCOME TO MOOSEPORT PG 


Sneak preview, Sun 7.00 


WWE: NO WAY OUT 


Classification not available. Sun 5.0( 
111 Ave, Groat Rd, 455-8726 
LORD OF THE RINGS: THE RETURN 
OF THE KING 144 


Ve frightening scenes. Fri Sat Sun Mon 1 
4.48 5 Tue Wed Thu 7.48 
THE BUTTERFLY EFFECT 18A 
Disturbing content, viol Fri Sat Sun Mi x 
« 6.50 9.20 
18A 
e language. Fri Sat M 


Tue Wed Tr 0 9.30 


sun Mon 1.00 4.x 


JMOvVIES: 12 

baceeess folie any 
[3633.99 STREET 463-5481 
SHOWING AT BOTH CINEMAS 


MONA LISA SMILE PG 
Sat Sun 11.00 Daily 1.25 4.10 7.00 9.45 
Fri Sat late night 12.10 
LOVE DON'T COST A THING 14A 
Sat Sun 11.40 Daily 1.50 4.20 7.10 9.50 
Fri Sat late night 12.05 
THE HAUNTED MANSION La ee 
Frightening scenes. Sat Sun 11.15 Daily 1.45 4.25 
69 late night 11.35 
144 


Fri Sat late night 11.30 
ELF G 


Sat Sun 11.25 


1.30 


Sat Sun 11 
Daily 2.10 4.55 7.25 9.35 
Fri Sat late night 17.45 


STUCK ON YOU PG 
Coarse language. Sat Sun 11.05 
Daily 1.40 4.40 7.15 9.55 Fri Sat late night 12.25 


DR. SEUSS' THE CAT IN THE HAT PG 
Sat Sun 11.10 Daily 1.05 3.00 5.00 7.20 9.30 
Fri Sat late night 14:25 


THE MISSING 14A 
Violence. Fri Tue-Thu 1.25 4,15 6.55 9.45 
Sat Sun Mon 6,55 9.45 


THE MATRIX REVOLUTIONS 14A 
Violence. Sat Sun 10.45 

Daily 1.30 4.05 6,509.40 

Fri Sat late night 12.15 


LOONEY TUNES: BACK IN ACTION G. 
Crude content. Sat Sun Mon 11.50 2.05 4.45 
KILL BILL: VOLUME 1 18A 


Gory violence. Sat Sun 11.35 Daily 7.40 10.05 
Fr Sat late night 12.20 


THE SCHOOL OF ROCK PG 
Sat Sun 11.45 Dally 2.00 4.50 7.35 10.00 
Fri Sat late night 12.15 } 


BROTHER BEAR 6 
Sat Sun 11,20 
Daily 1.153.15 5.15 
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The Animation Show 
is an all-star roundup 


of eye-popping 
visual delights 


By DARREN ZENKO 


ccording to the flyer blurb for The 
nimation Show, “the animated 
hort is sadly undervalued and 
underexposed in American Ginema... all 
too often found [only] in chopped-up 
form on television, or worse, exhibited 
on the Internet.” While the geek in me 
isn’t quite so ready to pooh-pooh the 
‘Net—though it’s certainly chock full of 
crap—it’s true that most people don’t 
get a chance to see shorts (animated or 


Presents 


MIKE JUDGE ano” 
DON HERTZFELDT 


PRESENT 


“A veritable circus of 
: cinematic sparkle” 
LOS ANGELES TIMES 
“A hilarious and a 
§ Occasionally odd group” 
)) -Elvie Mncnosl, NEW YORK TRBES 


ANIMATORS OF : 
FRIDAY to MONDAY a: 7PM NIGHTLY 
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not) in a proper cinema setting. In the 
tradition of travelling animation fests 
like Spike and Mike’s, superstar TV ani- 
mator Mike Judge (King of the Hill, Beav- 
is and Butt-head) and substar cult 
animator Don Hertzfeldt (um... Lily and 
Jim?) set out to rectify this situation 
with The Animation Show, a 90-minute 
anthology of short animation featuring 
the work of no fewer than 13 anima- 
tors (no fewer than six Academy Award 
nominees among them) from eight 
countries and four decades, working in 
an encyclopedia of styles. It’s all gener- 
ally of top-notch quality, but you just 
know that when a bag’s that full, it’s 
going to be mixed. 

The high point of the programme 
is an excerpt from Mars and Beyond, a 
segment of Ward Kimball’s 1957 “sci- 
ence-factual” work for Disney. Postulat- 
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All Metro screenings are held at Zeidler Hail in the Citadel 
Theatre, 9828 - 101 A Ave. For more information, 
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ing a surreal maybe-Mars where life 
might thrive, this short is a vibrant 
organic wonderland glowing with 
colour and populated by an eye-pop- 
ping menagerie of weird creatures, all 
animated with a smooth, organic mus- 
cularity that’s absolute pleasure to 
watch and shames most of the other 
work on the roster (though the deeeeep 
pockets of animation megaweight Dis- 
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ney arguably had a lot to do with this). 


MORE DISNEY COMES (as they say) 
“from the mind of Tim Burton” in 
the form of Vincent, a macabre-lite lit- 
tle story about a boy named Vincent 
who wants to grow up to be that other 
Vincent... Vincent Price. Developed 
in collaboration with longtime- 
accomplice-to-be Rick Heinrichs, Bur- 
ton’s style (which would become The 
Burton Style) mixed 2D and 3D ina 
twisted pseudo-expressionistic world 
of black-and-white “B” horror and 
Poe fantasias, and was groundbreak- 
ing back in the totally rad to the max 
world of 1982. Its impact now is soft- 
ened by the 20 years’ worth of 
remarkably similar work it heralded, 
but it’s still pretty cool. Plus, it’s 
always nice to hear Price’s voice, espe- 


cially when it’s reciting “spooky” 
ABAB doggerel. 

It has been 20 years, though, and 
so we now have computer animation 
all over the place. As was the case 
with the feature-length stunner The 
Triplets of Belleville, digital techniques 
look and feel best when they enhance 
traditional animation rather than dis- 
place it, and computery techniques 
are tastefully deployed in shorts like 
Koji Yamamura’s weird tale Mt. Head 
and the German Das Rad, a charming 
“Folly of Man” riff with a time-travel 
twist. Where 3D computer animation 
is used exclusively, the Oscar-nomi- 
nated results are some of the weakest 
in the collection—the gimmick of 
Ruairi Robinson's overly slick afterlife 
parable 50 Percent Grey has a been- 
there-done-that feel (maybe almost 
inevitable with afterlife fables), while 
Tomek Baginski’s Katedra is a visually 
stunning but ultimately empty ani- 
mated heavy-metal album cover. 

These weak stabs from the 3D 
wing of the art are easily fended off by 
traditional 2D animation and clayma- 
tion that makes up the bulk of the 
Show's roster, though it must be said 
(because I’m a jerk) that the claymated 
Ricardo shorts which dot the pro- 
gramme are some of the lamest, most 
unfunny stuff ever brought to life 
through the magic of stop-motion and 


presented as professional work. But 
enough about that! Let’s focus on win- 
ners like Parking, a typically gleeful lit- 
tle eco-fable from one of the masters 
of animated physical comedy, anima- 
tion-fest staple Bill Plympton, and 
Strange Invaders, the prenatal parental 
nightmare that earned beloved son of 
Winnipeg Cordell Barker an Academy 
Award nomination of his own. 

The show-stealers, though, come 
from the pen (and elsewhat) of co- 
curator Don Hertzfeldt. He provides 
opening and closing bumpers for the 
Show, as well as a mind-bending inter- 
mission, the so-so (but still award-win- 
ning) Billy’s Balloon and his 
Oscar-nominated short Rejected. 
Hegtzfeldt’s work seems simple—is 
simple—but it vibrates with imagina- 
tion, joy and humour, all of it sick... 
and hilarious. Not that animation 
needs to be humorous—that’s one of 
the lingering myths about “cartoons” 
The Animation Show wants to put the 
boots to—but... well, but nothing. | 
just happen to really enjoy funny car- 
toons, okay? Get off my back! © 


THE ANIMATION SHOW 

Directed by Cordell Barker, Ward 
Kimball, Bill Plympton Tim Burton, Koji 
Yamamura and others Zeidler Hall, 
The Citadel ¢ Fri-Mon, Feb 13-16 (7pm) 
* Metro Cinema ¢ 425-9212 


An evening of themed pyramids, 


Mutart Coservatory 
March 6, 2004 


Doors: 7:00pm 


Tickets: 


$30/single 
$50/couple 


(must be purchased together) 


All funds 


go to support 


HIV Edmonton and 
DOT for HAART. 
Limited naanber of tickets available. 


For reservations: 
Call: 780.488.5742 (ext 240) 
Fax: 780.488.3735 


Email: events@hi 


food and entertainment. 
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Portrait of the artist 
as a young tenant 


Vincent van Gogh 
figures Out his destiny 
in subtle, artful 
Vincent in Brixton 

By PAUL MATWYCHUK 


t in Brixton is the story of 
| young Vincent van Gogh and 
his very first love affair—and boy, 
doesn’t that sound like a terrible 
premise for a play! It brings to mind 
the laughable Sir Richard Attenbor- 
ough film In Love and War, with 
Chris O’Donnell playing the young 
Ernest “Ernie” Hemingway as he falls 
in love with a pretty, dewy-eyed 
nurse (Sandra Bullock!) while World 
War I rages about them. 

But Nicholas Wright's script, Jim 
DeFelice’s direction and the central 
performances by Martin Happer as 
the 20-year-old Vincent and Sandra 
Nicholls as Ursula Loyer, the woman 
who becomes his lover, defy expecta- 
tions and conventions at every turn. 
For one thing, Ursula is no dewy- 
eyed, virginal sweetheart but a widow 
more than twice Vincent’s age who 
battles every day to keep her chronic 
depression at bay. And for another, 
Vincent shows few signs of the mad 
artistic passion that would eventually 


consume his life—true, he has a habit 
of falling in love with women at the 
drop of a hat, but for the most part 
he’s just a tall, awkward Dutchman 
who tends to blurt out his thoughts a 
little too bluntly for him to achieve 
much social success. Vincent's job as 
an art dealer for Goupil and Compa- 
ny, selling cheap reproductions of 
famous paintings and various kitschy 
etchings, has taken him to London, 
and the play begins with him arrang- 
ing with Ursula to rent a room in her 
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house. At this point in the story, it’s 
Ursula’s other tenant, a stolid young 
workman named Sam (David MacIn- 
nis) who seems like the artist in the 
house; Vincent doesn’t think much 
of Sam’s drawings, but it’s Sam who's 
amassed a portfolio and it’s Sam who 
wins a scholarship to art college. 


“NOTHING IN THIS HOUSE is what it 
seems,” Sam tells Vincent at the end 
of their first conversation, and as the 
play unfolds in its leisurely way over 
the next couple of hours, Wright and 
DeFelice skillfully lay out two parallel 
plotlines dealing with secret 
romances. Sam turns out to be having 
an affair with Ursula’s beautiful 


daughter Eugenie (Rachel Martens), 
while Vincent, who initially also 
thinks himself infatuated with Euge- 
nie, realizes his true soulmate is Ursu- 
la. He makes this discovery in the 
play's middle scene, a long late-night 
conversation between Vincent and 
Ursula that ends with the heartstop- 
ping, silent image of Ursula sitting on 
a kitchen stool, slowly, painstakingly 
unbuttoning her widow’s dress while 
Vincent watches, nearly too enrap- 
tured even to move. It’s an unusually 
erotic scene—Nicholls has been so 
good at capturing the guardedness in 
Ursula’s dealings with other people 
(especially the helplessly unguarded 
Vincent) that it’s a shock to see her let 
her defences down so completely. 

But the final scene of the play is 
even more powerful. Vincent has 
returned to the Loyer household two 
years after deserting Ursula without so 
much as giving her a proper explana- 
tion; Ursula has retreated nearly com- 
pletely into the cave of her depression, 
while Vincent, starving, essentially 
unemployed, his clothes in tatters, can 
do nothing but rave about his new- 
found passion for preaching the word 
of Christ. He seems like such a hope- 
less, misguided failure that Ursula can 
barely bring herself to look at him— 
this fool was the man she had thought 


Apartment 


A coke deal and a 
friendship both go 
bad in bittersweet 
This Is Our Youth 


By PAUL MATWYCHUK 


Is Our Youth takes place over 
; the course of 48 hours in the New 
York apartment of 21-year-old Den- 
nis Ziegler (Nathan Cuckow, wearing a 
mustache apparently on loan from 
John Oates), which is definitely not a 
fun place to be. First of all, it’s 1982, 
which means the carpet is brown, the 
wallpaper is a sickly yellow-orange and 
the kitchen contains some of the most 
hideous avocado-green cabinets in the 
history of home furnishings. And 
Dennis’s stunted sense of interior dec- 
oration pretty much consists of 
putting a mattress in one corner, set- 
ting up the TV and the stereo nearby 
and sticking a few photos to the wall 
with masking tape. You can spot an 
old pair of underwear and a couple of 
neckties that he’s tossed into a nearby 
corner, more or less near the closet. 
But it’s Dennis’s toxic personality 


Leroes 


that truly makes the place seem inhos- 
pitable. When his best friend Warren 
(Chris Bullough) shows up looking for 
a place to crash after getting kicked 
out of his house by his abusive father, 
Dennis is completely unsympathetic— 
he refers to Warren as an idiot, an 
imbecile and an asshole so repeatedly 
and so offhandedly that it's obvious 
he’s barely aware they’re insults any- 
more. It’s only when Warren reveals 
that he stole $15,000 from his father’s 
bedroom (amusingly, he’s stuffed the 


={THEATRE 


loot into a big red bag labeled “Junior 
Achievement”) that Dennis warms to 
the idea of letting Warren stick 
around. Knowing that they'll have to 
return the cash and repay the money 
Warren’s already spent by the end of 
the weekend, Dennis (a small-time 
drug dealer who fancies hinself quite 
the criminal operator) hatches a plan: 
they'll buy some cocaine, invite a cou- 
ple of girls over, have a party and then 
sell the leftover coke the next moming 
for a tidy little profit, which they'll 
split between them. And even though 
it’s Warren’s money financing the 


entire deal, Dennis bullies him into 
accepting a lesser share of the profits. 
And then, instead of thanking him, he 
gives him a nasty, painful pinch on 
the forearm. 

Dennis is quite a piece of work, 
and it’s kind of relief when he leaves 
the apartment to go buy the cocaine. I 
think Cuckow and director Kevin Sut- 
ley have gone too far in portraying 
the ugly side of Dennis's personality, 
to the point where he frequently 
seems not just aggressive and compet- 
itive but downright psychotic—he 
screams so much he makes Sam Kini- 
son seem like a pretty mellow dude. 
Toned down a bit, we might see the 
dark, irresistible charisma that keeps 
Warren hanging around him. And 
sure enough, Cuckow’s best moments 
are the quiet ones at the end of the 
play when Dennis, still reeling from a 
shocking offstage development, deliv- 
ers a long, rambling, hilariously solip- 
sistic monologue in which he starts 
out talking about how scared he is of 
death but winds up prattling on and 
on about what a fantastic movie 
director he'd be. 

Chris Bullough lends his usual 
gawky charm to Warren, a good- 


hearted, enthusiastic, not particularly 
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Martin Happer and Vanessa Holmes in Vincent in Brixton 


Not even the fact that Vincent 
would, of course, turn out to be an 
artist of genius lessens the pain of 
this extraordinary scene. The agony 
on Nicholls’s face is too acute, too 
immediate for that—it reminds us all 
of what a terrible loss we feel when 
the person we fall most deeply in 
love with disappoints us. 


OBVIOUSLY, Vincent in Brixton is not 
your garden-variety story of a bud- 
ding artist. This is not the Finding 
Forrester version of the artist's life, 
where some charismatic, inspiring 
mentor fills the young Vincent with 
quotable life lessons about “believing 
in himself” and living passionately. 
Instead, Vincent simply absorbs his 
various experiences in Ursula’s home 
(all of which, I should emphasize, are 
Wright's invention) and lets them 
percolate inside him. We can see 
how they lay the groundwork for his 
eventual decision to become a full- 
time artist, but that’s more a general 
impression you form from a host of 
oblique clues and suggestions than 


anything Wright ever comes right 


shrewd-minded kid whose personality 
is still unformed enough for Dennis to 
be able to ride roughshod over him. 
Warren in many ways is still an emo- 
tional prepubescent—he shows up at 
Dennis's dragging a gigantic suitcase 
full of vintage toys, lunchboxes and 
sports memorabilia—and Bullough 
does a nice job of showing how War- 
ren instinctively behaves with the 
unthinking enthusiasm of a kid even 
when sex and drugs are involved. I 
love the moment, for instance, when 
Dennis and Warren are planning their 
big night with the girls and Warren, 
whose drug experience is limited pret- 
ty much to pot, pipes up and says, 
“Let’s do " He's like one of 
those kids who, the moment their 
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out and announces to you. (Colin 
Winslow’s set features a large project- 
ed image of Starry Night that winks in 
and out at the beginning and end of 
each act, like a teasing glimpse of 
future wonders that none of the 
characters can even imagine them- 
selves living to see, let alone having 
contributed to their creation.) 
Happer gives a major performance 
here as Vincent—even at his most 
comic and pathetic, you believe that 
this ardent, graceless young man has 
it in him to become a great painter. 
(And Happer’s un-self-conscious mas- 
tery of the Dutch accent gives his turn 
an added layer of authenticity.) 
Nicholls, as I’ve said, is marvelous as 
well—she makes such an impression 
that she commands the stage even at 
the start of the final scene, sitting 
with her back to the audience and not 
saying a word. Now that’s artistry. © 


VINCENT IN BRIXTON 

Directed by jim DeFelice « Written by 
Nicholas Wright © Starring Martin 
Happer and Sar-dra Nicholls « The Roxy 
(10708-124 St) * 453-2440 © To Feb 22 
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parents leave them alone in the 
house, immediately want to try 
tobogganing off the roof or taking the 
cat’s tail and tying firecrackers to it. 
The play ends, though, with War- 
ren having to sell off nearly his entire 
collection of childhood mementoes 
(and not even getting a good price for 
them) and taking his first few tenta- 
tive steps toward becoming an adult. 
But adulthood seems about as grim 
and lonely a place as Dennis's apart- 


ment—during the play, Warren 


embarks upon his first significant sex- 
ual relationship and then somehow 
‘manages to screw it all up in less than 


24 hours. His momentarily girlfriend 
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The voyeur next time 


Trevor Schmidt spies 
on his amourous 
neighbours in 
.ZIrading Hearts 


By PAUL MATWYCHUK 


days to write Trading Hearts, but 
eight years to bring it to Edmon- 
ton. The script came about the same 
way that so many of Schmidt's 
scripts seem to originate these days: 


[ took Trevor Schmidt only two 


with an old friend asking him if he’d 
do them a favour and write some- 
thing for them. “I was doing a lot of 
directing in Calgary and had kind of 
established myself as a mainstream 
director,” says Nikki Loach, who’s 
known Schmidt ever since they went 
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to high school together. (Schmidt 
even wrote a short play, Snatch, based 
on an argument they once had.) “But 
I got very friendly with a choreogra- 
pher, Brian Hansen, and he was say- 
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show!’ We were going to do a dance 
drama. It was a bit of an experiment 


and I said, ‘Well, first we need some | 


kind of text.’ So we went to Trevor 
and told him what we wanted, and 
he banged out this script in two days 
and gave it to us—and then he went 
and moved to Edmonton!” 

But “script” is a poor word to 
apply to what Schmidt handed over 
to Loach; she describes the initial ver- 
sion of Trading Hearts as looking more 
like an 80-page poem, a meditation 
on love and loss that felt so intimate 
it could have been ripped out of 
Schmidt's private journal. With 
Schmidt out of town, Hansen and 


Loach began work on taking the text | 
apart, rearranging it and adapting it | 


into a dance show. They identified 
three characters: an unnamed pair of 
lovers whose relationship is plagued 


equally by dark secrets and petty | 


everyday misunderstandings and mis- 
communications, and a Voyeur who 
watches them obsessively from his 
apartment across the way and who 
seems to be projecting his own 
thoughts and desires upon them. 


AFTER MEETING with several 
dancers, Hansen and Loach brought 
Anita Miotti on board to play the 
woman, (“She argued a lot and had 
her own ideas,” Loach says, “and so 
we went, ‘Yup—she’s the one for 
us.’”) And even though the finished 
piece hasn’t exactly been a sensa- 
tion—Loach estimates that maybe 
300 people at most have seen it in 
its various incarnations since 1996— 
the three of them keep returning 
fondly to it over and over again. 
This new production at Northern 
Light Theatre, with Schmidt himself 
joining the cast for the first time as 
the Voyeur, may be its best chance 
yet to attract a wide audience. 
“Trevor was scared to take part in 
it,” Loach says. “I think he was very 
nervous about coming in and work- 
ing with dancers. He kept saying, ‘It’s 


so good! I’m going to wreck it!’ But he | 


doesn’t have any reason to be scared 
at all, even though I suppose he is 
joining something that’s already in 
motion and where Anita, Brian and I 
have already established a pretty 
strong bond between the three of us. 
But we’re open to change—I mean, 
it’s his play, so he does kind of have 


the right to go, ‘That’s not what I’m | 


saying here.’ And I think his involve- 
ment has really enriched the play, par- 
ticularly the character of the Voyeur. I 
think our other Voyeurs tended to be 
kind of an afterthought; we were so 
focussed on getting the dance pieces 
down and we didn’t give as much 
thought to who is this person and 


why is he so invested in this couple? | 


And Trevor's really great at that emo- 
tional material—I think in a lot of 
ways he identifies very strongly with 
this character. He’s the kind of guy 
who always walks in and gets invested 
in other people’s business. What can I. 
say? He’s an emotional rollercoaster 
kind of person, and it’s great to have 
that in the rehearsal hall.” © 


TRADING HEARTS 

Directed by Nikki Loach ¢ Written by 
Trevor Schmidt ¢ Starring Brian Hansen, 
Anita Miotti and Trevor Schmidt ¢ The 
Third Space (11516-103 St) ¢ Feb 12- 
22 © 471-1586 
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Kaboom! kontinues 


“Not only can | play the stereo, but | 
can type it as well!” jokes Leonard, the 
lonely, middle-aged gay man—he’s a 
walking cliché and he knows it—who’s 
the central character in Daniel 


Maclvor’s new one-man show Cul-de-, 


sac. He could be speaking for Maclvor 
as well, who plays more than eight 
characters in this show, all of them 
neighbours on the same dead-end 
street, all of them familiar “types.” 
There’s a gabby housewife and her 
uncouth husband; a bored, precocious 
teenaged girl; a retired widower prone 
to rambling anecdotes about “the 
good old days”; a fiftysomething 
matron with pretensions toward cultur- 
al sophistication, and so on. They're all 
awakened in the middle of the night 
by a mysterious sound emanating from 
Leonard’s house, and as the sound 
winds its way through the neighbour- 
hood they each talk about what they 
were doing that night and reflect upon 
their (for the most part sketchy) mem- 
ories of Leonard. Leonard, meanwhile, 
serves as the play’s master of cere- 
monies, maintaining his ironic, self- 
deprecating tone even after it becomes 
apparent that the noise everyone’s 
reacting to is the sound of him dying. 
Cul-de-sac is the kind of play that’s 
so consistently funny and entertaining 
and expertly performed that it scarcely 
matters that its themes don’t quite gel 


“and the various moments don’t add up 


to something larger than themselves. 
It’s a kick to watch how fully Maclvor 
invests himself into each of these char- 
acters, each of whom has their own 
distinctive body language and speak- 
ing rhythm—he nails the affected 
cadences of the pretentious Virginia, 
the resentful “what-ever” tones of 


| teenaged Madison Paige Turner and 


the gentle, tortoiselike tangents of 
crusty old Bick Bickerson. 

Each of these monologues is a 
small jewel of comic writing, impecca- 
bly timed and phrased and full of gen- 
uine affection for their quirky thought 
processes. (In one of the play’s loveliest 
moments, Bick delivers a speech about 
the process of writing and mailing a 
letter that starts out seeming almost 
hilariously tedious, only to impercepti- 
bly change into an unexpectedly mov- 
ing meditation on human connections. 
And then it gets hilarious again!):1 get 
the feeling, in fact, that Maclvor may 
have started out writing Cul-de-sac 
intending to create a neighbourhood 
where everyone is too narrow-minded 
and self-absorbed to notice someone 
dying of loneliness right next to 
them—only to fall in love with every 
single character in the script. Many of 


| Maclvor’s characters do Commit acts of 


unthinking cruelty upon Leonard, but 
he doesn’t seem all that interested in 
judging them harshly for it. 

Instead, the play has only one true 
villain: Eric, a drugged-up hustler who 


appears at the climax of the Play, 

showing off his muscles and doing 
karate kicks at the end of every sen. 

tence. As flamboyantly as Maclyo; 
plays him, though, he’s the show’; 
weakest element—| had trouble buying 
the scenario that Maclvor invents fo; 
him, and it’s unclear how Eric fits into 
the play’s principal themes of transfor 
mation and community. Actually, that’s 
only what Leonard says the play’s main 
themes are; I'd say Cul-de-sac is really 
about Maclivor’s own virtuosity as a 
writer and performer. Many reviewers 
have compared it to Thornton Wilder's 
Our Town—Maclvor might have called 
it My Town. With another performer at 
centre stage, the result might have 
been a self-indulgent ego trip, but 
luckily Maclvor really is a virtuoso, and 
Cul-de-sac is the opposite of a creative 
dead end. 

Cul-de-sac runs until February 15 at 
La Cité francophone (8627-91 Street), 
but the Kaboom! festival continues 
for six days after that with two sepa- 
rate series of staged readings of new 
plays. Like last year, there’ll be two 
nights of Playwrights Garage Read- 
ings (February 17-18), 12 new short 
plays by the members of Workshop 
West's developmental program for 
young playwrights, taught by play 
wright Vern Thiessen. But unlike last 
year, the Springboards New Play Read- 
ing Series, which in the past has been 
held as a distinct event later on in the 
spring, will be brought underneath the 
Kaboom! tent and renamed the 
Springboards/Test Drive Reading 
Series (February 19-21). 

Workshop West artistic director 
Ron Jenkins explains. “Vern Thiessen 
[who's in charge of new play develop- 
ment at the Citadel] had all these 
Citadel play commissions, we had this 
festival, it’s plays we’re both interest- 
ed in, and we just figured, ‘Why not 
do this together?’ It just made sense 
to share our resources and run Spring- 
boards and the Citadel’s Test Drive as 
a single event.” 

While many avid Edmonton the- 
atregoers attend Springboards as a 
way to get a privileged first peek at 
shows that will soon get full produc- 
tions—recent Springboards scripts 
include Beth Graham and Daniela 
Viaskalic’s The Last Train, Ron Cham- 
bers’s 17 Dogs and Thiessen’s own 
Apple—for the playwrights, it’s a valu- 
able, low-stakes environment in which 
to try out still-evolving scripts in front 
of an audience. “Playwrights, | find, 
are generally pretty eager to go into 
this process,” Jenkins says. “And they 
know Springboards attracts intelligent 
audiences who usually see a lot of the- 
atre—they know they’re not just going 
to get a lot of ‘I hated it, it stinks’ 
comments. Besides, plays are meant to 
be played. There’s only so much that 
can happen when it’s just a playwright 
and his desk.” 

This year, the event will put three 
plays in the spotlight: Cathleen Root- 
saert’s Abigail in Twilight (February 19), 
a Carol Shields-y memory piece about 
a woman who finds herself reflecting 
on her past romances on her 50th 
birthday; Trina Davies’s Shatter (Febru- 
ary 20), set in the aftermath of the 
devastating 1917 Halifax explosion; 
and Clem Martini’s Contro/ (February 
21), an intense drama based on the 
2001 Drumheller prison riot. All three 
reacings tobe page peer 
francophone.@ 
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ax your free listings to 426-2889 or e-mail them to list- 
ings@vue.ab.@. Deadline is Friday at 3pm 


ACIDE ET NOIX john L. Haar Theatre, 10045- 
+ 66 St (420-1757) * Choreographed by Danie! Léveillé 
presented by the Brian Webb Dance Company * Feb. 20-21 
gpm) * Tickets available at TIX on the Square 


ARIAS jubilee Auditorium, 11455-87 Ave (428-6839/451- 

3000) * New works created by four choreographers: 

margie Gillis (Canadian contemporary-dance), Lorraine 
hapman (Boston-based), Emily Molnar (Ballet British 
sjumbia soloist), Sabrina Christine Matthews (Alberta 

gallet) * Feb. 20-21 (8pm) * Tickets from $18.10-$58.10 * 
ckets available at Alberta Ballet, TicketMaster 


IGALLERIES/MUSEUMS| 


ALBERTA CRAFT COUNCIL GALLERY 10186-106 St (488- 
6611/4808-5900) * Open Mon-Sat, 10am-Spm, Thu 10am- 
som (closed all hols) « WIND CHILL -40 C OR WINTER WON- 
ALAND: Members mixed media show; until Mar. 27 
piscover Gallery: DIVERSION: Metal artworks by Roaseann 
Janzen and glass artworks by Fern Jordan; until Feb. 21 


ALL SAINTS’ ANGLICAN CATHEDRAL 10035-103 St 
477-0001 /428-6323) * Open: Mon, Wed, Fri 10am-2pm, 
hu-Fri Spm-8pm, Sat noon-4pm, Sun 9:30am-2;30pm * 
ANGUCANISM AND THE WESTERN CHRISTIAN TRADITION, 
INTINUITY AND CHANGE: Textile panels in the Cathedral 
Hall track the history of the Christian Church in Britain since 
the time of the Romans ¢ Until Feb. 12 


ART BEAT GALLERY 26 St. Anne St, St. Albert (459- 
679) * Paintings by gallery artists. Glassworks by jeff 
Holmwood and Susan Gottselig. Prints by Brian Hohner 

and Toti * Until Feb. 22 


ARTSHAB STUDIO GALLERY 3rd Floor, Knol Building, 
1021 7-106 St (423-2966) * Open Thu 5-8pm or by 
xppointment * Artworks by Ryan Brown, Jeff Collins, Aaron 
ederson, Tim Rechner, Paul Roberts, Gabriela Rosende, 

eg Swain, Anna Szul, Eugene Uhuad and quests 


CENTRE D'ARTS VISUELS DE L'ALBERTA 9103-95 Ave 
461-3427) © ARTISTIC EXPRESSION: Paintings by Geo Perg, 
se Thome; watercolours and photos by Isabelle Fréchette; 
crospective of artworks by Lee Bale * Until Feb. 18 


CHRISTL BERGSTROM’S RED GALLERY 9621-82 Ave 
439-8210) * Open Mon-Fri 11am-Spm * A VIEW TO 
\DERSTANDING: Portraits by Christ! Bergstrom; until 


March 


EDMONTON ART GALLERY 2 Sir Winston Churchill Sq 
422-6223) * Open Tue-Wed and Fri 10:30am-Spm; Thu 
10:30am-8pm; Sat, Sun 17am-Spm, Closed Mon * 
MAXWELL BATES: AT THE CROSSROADS OF EXPRESSIONISM: 
eb, 21-Apr. 18; Curators’ Tour: Sat, Feb. 21 (1pm, 2pm) + 
1 OTHER LANDSCAPE; until Feb. 15 * GODZILLA VS. 
KATEBOARDERS; until Feb. 22 * KIM ADAMS AND DAVID 
OFFOS; until Feb. 22 * CRAIG LEBLANC WORK FROM THE 
)PHOMORE JINX; until Feb. 22 ¢ Children’s Gallery: 
PELLBOUND; until Jan. 2005 * ARCHITECTURE AND: 
ESIGN FILM SERIES; Tue, Feb. 17, 24 (7pm) * FAMILY 
AY SUNDAY: Sun, Feb, 16 (12-4pm) * $15 * $12/$10 
student/senior), $5 (children 6-12)/free (member/children 
5 and under) 


ELECTRUM DESIGN STUDIO 12419 Stony Plain Rd (482- 
1402) Open Tue-Fri 10am-Spm; Sat 10am-4pm * TURN- 
NG A NEW PAGE: Woodworks by Mason Eyben * Until 

Feb. 28 


EXTENSION CENTRE GALLERY 2nd Fi University Extension 
Centre, 8303-112 St (492-3034) * Open Mon-Thu 8:30am- 
8pm; Fri 9:30am-4:30pm, Sat 9am-noon * FOOD FOR THE 
OUL Paintings by Rose Litzenburger, graduating student 
exhibition; until Feb. 18; opening reception: Fri, Feb. 13 (6- 


n) 


FAB GALLERY Room 1-1, Fine Arts Building, 112 St, 89 
Ave, U of A Campus (492-2081) * Open Tue-Fri 10am- 
pm; Sat 2pm-Spm * FOLDING OPEN: Printworks by 
anessa Hall-Patch; until Feb. 14 * DESIGNING: Design 
vorks by Milena Radzikowska; until Feb. 14 


FORT DOOR 10308-81 Ave (432-7535) * Open Mon-Wed 
\0am-6pm; Thu-Fri 10am-9pm; Sat 10am-6pm; Sun 12- 

mM * Eskimo soapstone carvings kayak by Charlie Ogyuk. 
st Coast Indian and Eskimo silver and gold jewellery by L 
Wadhams ¢ Until Feb, 29 


FRINGE GALLERY Bsmt 10516 Whyte Ave (432-0240) 
Open Mon-Sat 9:30am-6pm * GROUP OF NINE: Staff show 
* Through February 


GALLERY DE JONGE 27022A Hwy 16A, Spruce Grove 
962-9505) * Open Tue-Sun 11-Spm, anytime by appoint- 
nent * Work by local artists Beth Coulas, Ear! Cummins, 
Henry de Jager and Mary Masters 


GIORDANO GALLERY 10080 jasper Ave (429-5066) * 
lony Calzetta, Lupe Rodrigues, Barbara Ballachey, Tony 
alzetta ¢ Until Mar. 1 


GRANT MacEWAN COLLEGE South Campus, 7319-29 
Ave * ORCHID SHOW: * Feb. 20-22; Fri, Feb. 20:(12-8pm); 
Sat/Sun.(9am-Spm) 


HARCOURT HOUSE 10215-112 St (426-4180) * Open 
Mon-Fri 10am-Spm; Sat 12-4pm * TERRENE: Artworks by 
Jeffrey Burns * Feb. 12-Mar. 20 * opening reception: 
Feb. 12 (7pm) 


JOHNSON GALLERY 7711-85 St (465-6171) * Open: Mon- 
Fri 9am-5:30pm, Sat Jam-Spm * Artworks by various artists 
* Through February 


JOHNSON GALLERY 11817-80 St (479-8424) * Open 
Mon-Fri 9:30am-5:30pm; Sat 9:30am-4pm « Serigraphs by 
Meredith Evans, Illingworth Kerr, Elkie Sommers. Prints by 
Myles MacDonald, Wendy Risdale, Jim Akerman. Pottery by 
Blackmore Studios. African Masks * Through February 


LATITUDE 53 10248-106 St (423-5353) * Main Space: 
PLAY/PAUSE/REWIND: Installation by Briar Craig; Feb. 20-Mar. 
13 © 53 WAYS TO LEAVE YOUR LOVER: Music by Matt 
Masters (Toronto), Dj Bryana, karaoke with Neon, silent auc- 
tion and more; Sat, Feb. 14 (Bpm); $5 (member, adv)/$7 
(non-member, adv)/$10 (door) 


LISTEN RECORDS 10649-124 St (429-16143) * Open: 
Mon-Wed 11am-6pm, Thu-Fri 1 1am-10pm, Sat 11am-6pm, 
Sun noon-Spm * MOUTH WATERING: Paintings by Matthew 
Golden * Until Feb. 28 


MCPAG MULTICULTURAL PUBLIC ART GALLERY 5411- 
$1 St, Stony Plain (963-2777) ¢ Open 10am-4pm © First 
Parkland Potters’ Guild biennial show; utnil Mar. 8 


MUSEE HERITAGE MUSEUM 5 St. Anne Street, St. Albert 
(459-1528) * Open Mon-Sat 10am-Spm; Sun 1-Spm * 
INUKSUK: IF STONES COULD SPEAK: Feb. 14-Apr. 18 


OTTEWELL ART CENTRE 590 Broadmoor Blvd, 
Sherwood Park * WE ART FRIENDS: Artworks by various 
artists ¢ Sat, Feb. 14 (10am-Spm); Sun, Feb. 15 (noon- 
4pm) * Opening reception: Fri, Feb. 13 (7-10pm) 


PROFILES PUBLIC ART GALLERY 19 Perron Street, St 
Albert (460-4310) * Open Tue-Sat 10-Spm; Thu 10am-8pm_ 
* CAPTIVATING COMMODE: Three lavatories created by 
Gemport, Nicole Galellis, Paul Freeman; until Mar. 5 * 
SYSTEME: Artworks by Nicole Galellis, Daryl Rydman, 
Margaret Witschi; until Mar. * ARTVENTURES: All Systems 
Go Part Two: Children 6-12 create mixed media artworks) 
Feb. 21 (1-4pm) 


PROVINCIAL ARCHIVES OF ALBERTA 8555 Roper Rd, 51 
Ave 86 St (427-1750) * ARCHIVES IN YOUR ATTIC: Part of 
National Heritage Week. Demonstrations, videos, and tours 
© Feb. 16 (10am-4:30pm) * Free 


PROVINCIAL MUSEUM OF ALBERTA 12845-102 Ave 
(453-9100) * Open: Sat-Thu-9am-Spm, Fri 9am-9pm * 
TEDDY BEARS ARE BACK; Until Feb. 16 * B/G THINGS 2. 
Featuring large-scale sculptures by the artists of the North 
Edmonton Sculpture Workshop; until Apr. 30 « SYNCRUDE 
(CANADA ABORIGINAL PEOPLES GALLERY: Spans 11,000 years 
and 500 generations, people of the past and present, 
recordings, film, lights, artifacts and more. Permanent 
exhibit * The Natural History Gallery: + BUG ROOM. 
Live invertebrate display. Permanent exhibit « THE BIRD 
GALLERY: Mounted birds. Permanent exhibit « TREASURES OF 
THE EARTH: Geology collection. Permanent exhibit * WILD 
ALBERTA GALLERY: Permanent exhibit * A TO Z AT THE 
MUSEUM: Every Sat (9am-1 1am): family-fun drop-in pro- 
gram 


RED STRAP ART MARKET 10305-97 St (497-2211) 
Featuring folk art by George Tosczak * Opening reception 
Sat, Feb. 14 (5-8pm) 


SCOTT GALLERY 10411-124 St (488-3619) * Open Tue- 
Sat 10am-Spm * POTPOURRI: Landscape and floral water- 
colours by Robert Sinclair * Until Feb. 24 


SEGHERS STUDIO GALLERY 6th Fl, North Tower, 10030. 
107 St, Seventh Street Plaza (425-6885) * Open Tue-Thu 
5:30-9pm or by appointment * Artworks by David Seghers, 
Robert von Eschen, Eric Butterworth, Bianca Khan, Linda 
Maines, Neil McClelland, Jacqulynn Mulyk, Kelvin Beck * 
Through February 


SNAP GALLERY 10137-104 St (423-1492) + Open Tue- 
Sat (12-Spm) * MINE SITES: Photogravure printworks by 
Steve Dixon; Feb. 13-Mar. 13 * Opening reception: Thu, 
Feb. 19 (7-9pm) 


SNOWBIRD GALLERY WEM, 8882-170 St (444-1024) + 
Work by J. Yardley-Jones and Gregg Johnson, acrylics by Jim 
Vest, pottery by Noburo Kubo and jacqueline Stenberg 


SPECTRUM ART GALLERY AND STUDIO 11745 jasper 
Ave (482-6677) * Open daily 10am-6pm * Paintings by 
Christopher Lucas, Patricia Young, Bridgit Turner, Deanna 
Larson and David Phillips 


STUDIO GALLERY 143 Grandin Park Plaza, St. Albert (460- 
5990) * THE COLLECTIVE: Artworks by eight artists © 
Through February 


URBAN GRIND 10124-124 St (995-5438) * M.A.D.D. 
ABOUT PHOTOGRAPHY: Photographs by Crystal Puim * Feb. 
17-Mar. 1 * Opening reception: Mon, Feb. 16 (8-11pm) 


VAAA GALLERY 3rd FI, Harcourt House, 10215-112 St 
(421-1731) © PRAIRIE SCAPES: Landscape paintings and 
drawings by Marg Wenger, Mel Stevenson and James 
Cupido ; Feb. 12-Mar. 20; opening reception: Feb. 12 
(7:30-9:30pm) 


THE WORKS GALLERY Commerce Place, 10150-jasper 
Ave (426-2122 ext. 226) * Artworks by Edmontonians 


12-17 years * Opening reception: Sun, Feb. 15 (24pm) * 


Feb. 15-20 


LITERARY 


AUDREYS BOOKS 10702 Jasper Ave (423-3487) * Tanis 
MacDonald reads from her book of poetry, Fortune. 
Stephen Scobie reads from Alias Bob Dylan Revisited * Thu, 
Feb. 19 (7:30pm) * Free 


CALABASH CAFE 10630-124 St (414-6625) * Every Wed 
(7:30pm): The Poet's Oewvre: readings by Local authors 


LIVE COMEDY 


ARDEN THEATRE 5 St. Anne Street, St. Albert (459-1542) 
* Norman Foote with guests, part of the Family Series « 
Sun, Feb. 15 (lpm and 3:30pm) 


THE COMEDY FACTORY 3414 Gateway Boulevard (469 
4999) Tim Koslo; Feb. 12-14 Roger Chandler: Feb. 19- 
21 


FARGO’S 10307-82 Ave (433-4526) * Improv comedy + 
Every Sun 


RED'S WEM (481-6420) * Hypno Sundays: With hypnotist 
Sailesh * 9:30pm * Free 


STANLEY A. MILNER LIBRARY THEATRE 7 Sir Winston 
Churchill Sq (433-2932/420-1757) * Living, Laughing and 
Loving: Presented by TALES. * Fri, Feb. 20 (7:30pm) « 
$10 (adult)/$25 (family package) * Tickets available at 
door, TIX on the Square 420-1757, TALES. 


WINSPEAR CENTRE (428-1414) * André-Philippe Gagnon 
with Robert Michaels « Tue, Feb, 17 (8pm) * $51 © Tickets 
available at Winspear box office 428-1414 


BLUE/ORANGE The Citadel, Rice Theatre, 9828-101A Ave 
(425-1820) * David Storch directs British playwright Joe 
Penhall’s issue-driven drama about a young psychiatrist bat- 
ting his money-conscious supervisor over the fate of One of 
his patients, a black man whose schizophrenia makes him a 
dangerous candidate for release « Until Feb. 15 ¢ Tickets 
available at Citadel Theatre box office 


THE BOYS FROM SYRACUSE john L. Haar Theatre, 
MacEwan Centre for the Arts, 10045-156 St (497-4408) * 
Presented by Grant MacEwan College (497-4408) + 
Rodgers and Hart's classic 1938 musical farce, based on 
William Shakespeare's The Comedy of Errors, about the 
complications that ensue when two pairs of identical 
twins—two identical masters and two identical slaves, 
none of whom knows of the others’ existence—arrive at 
the same time in the city of Ephesus « Until Feb. 14 


CHIMPROV! Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 Ave (448-0695) « 
Long-form improvisational sketches performed by Rapid Fire 
Theatre’s top improvisers + Every Sat (11pm) except last Sat 
of each month 


DIE-NASTY Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 Ave (448-0695) « 
Jeff Haslam, Stephanie Wolfe, Mark Meer, josh Dean, 
Davina Stewart and Leona Brausen celebrate the 13th sea 
son of Edmonton’s legendary live improvised soap opera by 
spoofing the ‘50s melodramas of Douglas Sirk and Grace 
Metalious * Every Monday (8pm) 


ESPRESSO Kaasa Theatre, jubilee Auditorium (420-1757) « 
Morris Ertman directs Cucia Frangione (who also wrote the 
script) and Todd Thomson in this comedy/drama about 
three women, all from different generations, all members of 
the same dysfunctional Italian family, who come together 
when a car crash threatens to take the life of the man they 
all love ¢ Feb. 21-Mar. 20, Tue-Sat (8pm), Fri-Sun (3pm) * 
$25/$22 (each for groups of 10 or more) © Tickets availat! 
e at TIX on the Square 420-1757 


HARRY AND SALLY'S WEDDING jubilations Dinner 
Theatre, WEM, 882-170 St (484.2424) * Until Apr. 4 * 
Wed, Thu, Sun: $46.95; Fri Sat $56.95; child (12 and under) 
$20.05; senior (Wed only) $31.05 


INHERIT THE WIND Leduc Performing Art Centre, 4308- 
50 St, Leduc (987-0278) * Presented by the Leduc Drama 
Society * Fred Kong directs Jerome Lawrence and Robert E. 
Lee’s theatrical chestnut, a fictionalized version of the cele- 
brated 1925 Scopes “monkey trial” * Feb. 19-21, 26-28 
(8pm) * $8 (Thu)/$10 (Fri, Sat) * Tickets available at Black 
Gold Service Centre, Leduc Public Library 


JESUS CHRIST SUPERSTAR jubilee Auditorium, 11455-87 
Ave (427-2760/451-8000) Eric Kunze and Lawrence 
Clayton star in Tim Rice and Andrew Uoyd Webber's musical 
about the life and death of everyone's favourite tune-belting 
messiah, Jesus Christ * Until Feb. 16 (8pm) * Tickets avail- 
able at TicketMaster 


KABOOM! FESTIVAL La Cité Francophone, 8627 Rue 
Marie-Anne Gaboury (477-5955/420-1750) * Presented by 
Workshop West Theatre * Until Feb. 21 * Workshop West's 
annual festival of new Canadian plays. Featuring: Cul-de-Sac, 
an eerie new play by Daniel Mactvor and Daniel Brooks, the 
creators of House and Monster (until Feb. 15); Playwrights 
Gorage Readings, two evenings of staged readings of short 
plays by this year's graduates of Workshop West's training 
program for emerging playwrights (Feb. 17-18); and 
Springboards, staged readings of hot new Canadian plays 
currently in development (Feb. 19-21) * $18 (aduit)/$15 
(student/senior) * Tickets available at TIX on the Square 


MEASURE FOR MEASURE The Citadel, Maciab Theatre, 
9828-101A Ave (425-1820) * Bob Baker directs David 
Storch in William Shakespeare's 1604 "problem play” 


SEE PAGE 52 


This ts Our Youth 


Continued from page 49 


is Jessica, a tightly-wound FLT. stu- 
dent (nicely played by Shannon Lar- 
son, a veritable ‘80s vision in big hair, 
a gold wrap belt and Dim stockings), 
and Bullough and Larson subtly con- 
vey how these two characters manage 
to talk themselves out of ever seeing 
each other again, even though they 
want exactly the opposite to happen 
This Is Our Youth was written by 


Olivier Award 
Winner for 
BEST NEW 
PLAY 2002 


A brilliant 
portrait 
of the 
artist as 

a young 
man. 

— The Guardian 


Kenneth Lonergan) who knidws how 
brilliant and free you can feel when 
you're young, but who also realizes 
young people are nowhere near as 
brilliant as they think they are. And 
he loves them for it. In other words, 
it’s a play for all ages. O 


THIS IS OUR YOUTH 

Directed by Kevin Sutley ¢ Written by 
Kenneth Lonergan ¢ Starring Chris 
Bullough, Nathan Cuckow and Shannon 
Larson ¢ Azimuth Theatre (11315-106 
Ave) * To Feb 21 * 454-0583 
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about a man whose reputation for impeccable morals 
proves false when he is assigned by the Duke of Vienna to 
govern the city in his absence, and almost immediately 
demands that a virginal nun sleep with him in exchange 
for sparing her brother from a death sentence * Feb. 21- 
“Mar. 21 * Tickets available at Citadel Theatre box office 


‘THE MILL ON THE FLOSS Timms Centre for the Arts, U of A 
Campus, 87 Ave, 112 St (492-2495) * Presented by Studio 
Theatre * Jan Selman directs Helen Edmundson’s stage adap- 
tation of George Bliot’s 1860 novel about a woman whose 
romantic life faces tremendous opposition due to the con- 
straints of Victorian society, circumstance and her loving but 
temperamentally opposed brother * Until Feb. 14 (8pm); 
matinee: Thu, Feb. 12 (12:30pm); no show Sunday * $8-$20 
* Tickets available at Timms Centre box office 


THE NOSEBOWL Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 Ave (448- 
0695) * Eight teams of youthful improvisers from Edmonton 
high schools compete for the coveted Nosebowl Cup in this 
Special Theatresports tournament * Feb. 13-14.7pm) 


THE PIRATE GHOST OF CAPTAIN SMUG Celebrations 
Dinner Theatre, Oasis Entertainment Hotel, 13103 Fort Rd 


(448-9339) * Thé chew Of the pifate Ship Scling 8 SIA? 
search of buried treasure in this adventure, 
packed with music, and mermaids * Feb. 13- 
May 9, Wed-Sat (6:15pm), Sun (5:15pm) © Tickets range 
from $34.95-$49.95/$20 (children 12 and under) 


PROPHETESS Jekyll and Hyde Pub and Restaurant, 10610- 
100 Ave (427-1757) Presented by Sound and Fury Theatre « 
‘Scott Sharplin directs Vanessa Sabourin in this unusual theatri- 


greatest villainess” * Until Feb. 15; Tue-Sat (8pm) * Pay- 
What-You-Can Sundays (8pm) * $14 (adult)/$12 
(student/senior) * Tickets available at TIX on the Square 


ROCKIN’ VEGAS Mayfield Dinner Theatre, Dinner 
Theatre, Mayfield Inn, 16615-109 Ave (483-4051) * A high- 
energy musical revue celebrating the music of Frank Sinatra, 
Elvis Presley, Liberace, Neil Diamond, Wayne Newton and 
other performers associated with Las Vegas * Until Feb. 22 
* Tickets available at Mayfield Dinner Theatre box office * 
New Year's Eve: $135 (includes dinner and show) 


STAGE STRUCK! Walterdale Playhouse, 10322-83 Ave 
(433-4659/420-1757) * Azimuth Theatre’s-Chris-Craddoc! 
adjudicates this annual provincial one-act play competition, 
featuring productions by Alectre Theatre, Janat Company 
and Wilde Geese Productions * Feb, 13-14 (7:30pm) * $8 
(adult)/$6 (student/senior) * Tickets available at TIX on the 


Square *' Tickets also available at the door 

STONES IN HIS POCKETS The Citadel, Shoctor Theatre, 
9828-101A Ave (425-1820) * James MacDonald directs 
John Ullyatt and John Kirkpatrick in Marie Jones’s inventive, 
award-winning comedy about a pair of Irishmen who 
receive a brutal lesson in the callousness of the movie 
industry when they land jobs as extras in a Hollywood 
mega-production that has chosen their sleepy, 

village as its principal location * Until Feb. 15 © Tickets 
available at Citadel Theatre box office 


SURVIVAL: THE IMPROVISATION GAME The Third 
Space, 11516-103 St (424-6304) © Live, competitive 
improvisational comedy with “an element of danger” * 
Feb. 27 © $5 « Tickets available at the door 


THEATRESPORTS Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 Ave 
(448-0695) * Presented by Rapid Fire Theatre » Teams 
of improvisers create sketches on the spot based on audi- 
ence suggestions, and have the results evaluated by a 
team of heartless judges * Every Fri (11pm) * Tickets 
available by phone b 


THIS IS OUR YOUTH Azimuth Theatre, 11315-106 Ave 
(454-0583/420-1757) © Presented by Kill Your Television 
Theatre * Kevin Sutley directs Chris Bullough, Nathan 
Cuckow and Shannon Larson in Kenneth Lonergan’s com- 
edy/drama, set in 1982, about three teenage refugees 
from New York’s Upper West Side struggling to face up to 


their impending adulthood while dealing drugs and look- 
ing for quick cash over the course of an eventful couple of 
days away from their parents * Until Feb. 21, (Tue-Sat 
8pm, Sun 2pm) * Two-for-one-Tuesdays: Feb. 17; Pay- 
What-You-Can-Matinees: Feb. 14, 21 © $16 (adult)/$12 
(student/Equity)/$20 (opening night gala)/$12 (preview) * 
Tickets available at TIX on the Square, door 


TOO DARN HOT! Southminster-Steinhauer United 
Church, 10740-19 Ave (475-8053) * Presented by 
Edmonton Musical Theatre * A high-energy revue of 
Broadway show tunes.* Sun, Feb. 22 (3:30pm) * $10 
Tickets available at door or by phone at 4758053 


TRADING HEARTS Third Space, 11516-103 St (471- 
1586/420-1757) * Presented by Northern Light Theatre « 
Nikki Loach directs Brian Hansen, Anita Miotti and play- 
wright Trevor Schmidt in this elliptical dance drama about 
a man and a woman whose relationship, full of misunder- 
standings and unstated emotions, is silently watched by a 
solitary stranger in the house next door * Feb. 12-22, 
2004 (Tue-Sat: 8pm; Sun: 2pm) * $18 (adult)/$14 (stu- 
dent/senior); opening night gala: $25 (includes reception 
with cast after the performance); Tue: pay-what-you-can; 
Sun matinees: two-for-one * Tickets available at Northern 
Light Theatre, TIX on the Square 


THE UNDERPANTS Catalyst Theatre, 8529-103 St (420- 
1757) * Presented by QuickChange Productions * Chris 
McGregor directs Troy O’Donnell, Garett Ross and Scott 


Walters in Steve Martin’s adaptation of Carl Stemheim’s 
1910 farce about a puritanical bureaucrat who fears his 
standing in the community will be ruined when his wife’, 
underpants fall to the ground during a parade for the king . 
Feb. 18-Mar. 7, Tue-Sun (8pm), Sat (2pm) © $15/$17/5;, 
(Tue)/Pay-What-You-Can (opening night, Wed, Feb. 18) « 
Tickets available at TIX on the Square 420-1757 

‘THE VILE GOVERNESS AND OTHER PSYCHODRAMAS 
Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 Ave (433-3399, voice box 2/42. 
1756) * Leona Brausen, Briana Buckmaster, Marianne 


and an all-new tale of love, i and gambling, A Widows 
Crimes * Feb. 19-Mar. 6, Tue-Sat (8pm), Sat matinees (2p) » 
$18 (adult)/$15 (students/senior/Equity); Tue evening and Sa, 
matinee: Pay-What-You-Can; Fri, Feb. 20: Two-For-One + 
Tickets available at TIX on the Square 420-1757 


VINCENT IN BRIXTON The Roxy, 10708-124 St (453. 
2440) * Presented by Theatre Network * Jim Defelice 
directs Martin Happer and Sandra Nicholls in Nicholas 
Wright's Tony-nominated play about the young Vincent 
van Gogh, who discovers his own passion and artistic 
genius while living as a lodger at a dreary British fooming 
house run by a depressed, middle-aged landlady * Until 
Feb. 22 » Tickets available at Roxy Theatre box office 


Fax your free listings to 426-2889 or e-mail them 
to listings@vue.ab.ca. Deadline Is Friday at 3pm 


CLUBS/LECTURES 


BEYOND MIND SCIENCE INTO MYSTICISM The 
Unchurch Life Enrichment Centre, 4936-87 St (462-4491) 
* Every Sun (11am): Presented by Jaclyn Darby 


BUDDHIST MEDITATION Gameau United Place, 11148- 
85 Ave (412-1006) www.meditationalberta.org * Every 
Thu (7-9pm): Meditation group 


EDMONTON’S PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT 
DEPARTMENT + Continental inn, 16625-Stony Plain Rd 
(496-6177); meeting to discuss the proposed amendment to 
‘the 100 Avenue Planning Study and change to the Zoning 
Bylaw, Ward 1.° Thu, Feb. 12 (7pm) 

* Jasper Place Legion, 10220-156 St (496-6177); meeting 
to discuss theproposed amendment to the Britannia 
Youngstown Neighbourhood Planning Study and amend- 
ment to the Edmonton Zoning Bylaw, Ward 1; Wed, Feb. 18 


PERICLES OF ATHENS: INCORRUPTIBLE ICON OR 
UNSCRUPULOUS DEMAGOGUE? Henry Marshall Tory 
Building, Rm TBW-2, U of A Campus (488-3968) « 
Lecture by Frances Pownall, presented by the Edmonton 
Mediterranean Institute « Thu, Feb. 12 (7:30pm) 


SURREALISM AND THE ART OF LIVING Stanley Milner 
Library Centennial Room, lower level (496-7070) * 


Discussion of Surrealism and its relationship to everyday life 
presented by Dr. Steven Harris * Wed, Feb. 25 (7pm) * Free 
T.A.LE.S. EDMONTON (433-2932) * Storytelling 
Invitation: every 2nd Fri (8pm) * The oral tradition of sto- 
rytelling (be a listener or a storyteller) 


THE TIBETAN BUDDHIST MEDITATION SOCIETY, 
GADEN SAMTEN LING 11403-101 St (479-0014) + 
Learn about Tibetan Buddhism and meditation with 
Kushok Dhamchoe of Namayal Monastery in India * 
Every Tues (7-9pm): beginners * Every Wed (7-9pm) and 
Sun (11am-1pm); advanced 

UPWARD BOUND TOASTMASTERS Baker Centre, 10th 
Fl, 10025-106 St (477-2613) * Every Wed (7pm): Weekly 
meeting about public speaking, and how to improve your 
communication and leadership skills 

U.S. COTIZEN VOTER INFORMATION Windsor Park 
Community League Hall, 11840-87 Ave (432-7660) 
www.democratsabroad.org * Open house forum * Sun, 
Feb. 15 (24pm) 

WASKAHEGAN TRAIL ASSOCIATION Capilano Mall, 
McDonalds, 55 St, 101 Ave (469-7948) * Free quided 
hike/ski, approx. 12 km at Blackfoot; 10am 


QUEER LISTINGS 


AX10S (454-8449) * A support group, local chapter of 
the international organization of Eastern Orthodox and 


Eastern Rite Catholic Gay and Lesbian Christians 


BOOTS AND SADDLES 10242-106 St (423-5014) Large 
tavern with pool tables, restaurant, shows. Members only 


BUDDYS NITE CLUB 117258 jasper Ave (488-6636) « 
Open 9-3 * Dancing, strip contests, go-go boys * Every 
Mon: Free pool. Djs Arrow Chaser, Jeffy Pop, Code Red * 
No membership. needed 


DIGNITY EDMONTON (482-6845) Support community 
for lesbigay Catholics and friends 


DOWN UNDER 12224 jasper Ave (482-7960) * Steambath 


EDMONTON RAINBOW BUSINESS ASSOCIATION 
(422-6207) * An organization for gay men and lesbians in 
business and their non-gay friends to share business 
knowledge, learn, make friends and network in a positive, 
proud space where being yourself is the norm 


GAY MEN’S OUTREACH CREW (GMOC) 45, 9912-106 
St (488-0564) * Peer education initiative for gay/bisexual 
men that works toward preventing the spread of HIV by 
improving self-esteem 


HIV NETWORK OF EDMONTON SOCIETY 105, 10550- 
102 St (488-5742) * Programs and support services for 
people affected and infected by HIV/AIDS and related ill- 
nesses. Counselling, referrals, support groups, harm reduc- 
tion, education, advocacy and public awareness campaigns 
ICARE 702A, 10242-105 St (448-1768) * wwvuicareal- 
berta.org * The Interfaith Centre for AIDS/HIV Resources 
and Education (formerly Interfaith Association on AIDS) 
provides spiritual support and connections for those 
affected by HIV/AIDS 


MLLUSIONS SOCIAL CLUB GLCCE, Suite 45, 9912-106 St 
* Meetings every second Thursday each month 


INSIDE/OUT U of A Campus * Monthly meetings for 
campus-based organization for lesbian, gay, bisexual, 


transgender and queer (LGBTQ) faculty, graduate stu- 
dent, academic, straight allies and support staff of the U 
of A to network and socialize in a supportive environment 
(fall and winter terms). Contact Kris Wells (kwells@ualber- 
ta.ca) or Marjorie Wonham (mwonham@ualberta.ca) for 
info * www.ualberta.ca/~cied/eps/AgapeVerdana.htm 


LAMBDA CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY CHURCH Garneau 
United Church, 11148-84 Ave (474-0753) © Every Sun 
(7pm): Worship services, Serving the gay, lesbian, bisexu- 
al and transgendered community 


LIVING POSITIVE www.connect.ab.ca/livepos (488-5768) 
* Edmonton Persons Living with HIV Society. Peer-facilitat- 
ed support groups, peer counselling * Daily drop-in 


LUTHERANS CONCERNED www.icna.org (426-0905) * 
A spiritual community which gathers monthly for sharing, 
friendship, individual support and a safe space for our 
own spiritual questions 


MAKING WAVES SWIMMING CLUB 
www.geocities.com/makingwaves_edm * Recreational 
and competitive swimming with coaching, beginners 
encouraged to participate. Socializing after practices * 
Practices every Mon and Thu 

METROPOLITAN COMMUNITY CHURCH OF EDMON- 
TON (429-2321) * Weekly non-denominational church 
services 


PFLAG GLCCE, Suite 45, 9912-106 St (462-5958) « 
Meetings every third Tuesday of the month at 7:30pm * 
Support/education for parents, families and friends of jes- 
bians/gays/bisexuals/transgenders 


POLICE LIAISON COMMITTEE (421-2277/1-877-882- 
2011, ext. 2038) * Edmonton Police Service and the gay 
and lesbian community 


PRIME TIMERS (426-7019) * Meetings every second 
Sunday of the month at 3pm. A social group for 


gay/bisexual men over 40 and their friends 


THE ROOST 10345-104 St (426-3150) * Open Sun-Th, 
8pm-3am, Fri-Sat Bpm-4am * TUE: Hot Butt Contest 
(8pm-midnight) with Dj Janny * WED: Amateur strip wit 
Weena Luy, Sticky Vicky, DJ Alvaro * THU: Rotating 
shows; Ladonna’s review, Sticky’s open stage and the 
Weakest Link game second and last Thursday with Dj 
Jazzy* FRI: Upstairs—Euro Blitz: New European music 
with D) Outtawak, D} jazzy and male stripper 
Downstairs-female stripper * SAT: Every Sat like new 
years: Upstairs—Monthly theme parties with Dj Jazzy, 
new music with Dj Dan and Mike Downstairs—Retro 
music * SUN: Betty Ford Hangover Clinic Show Beer Bash 
every long weekend with Dj Jazzy * Tue-Thu $1 (mem- 
ber)/$4 (non-member); Fri-Sat $4 (member)/$6 (non- 
member); Sun $2 


SECRETS BAR AND GRILL 10249-107 St (990-1818) « 
Lesbian and gay bar/restaurant 


TRANSSEXUAL/TRANSGENDER SUPPORT GROUP 
egret@hotmail.com * Meetings every fourth Tuesday of 
the month * Information and mutual support for trans- 
gendered people in an open, friendly and safe environ- 
ment. Open to transsexuals, transvestites, cross-dressers, 
drag queens/kings 


WOODYS 11723 jasper Ave (488-6557) * Open Sun-Thu 
1-12; Fri Sat 1-3 * Gay nightclub. Every Sun-Tue (7- 
12am): karaoke with Tizzy. Every Wed: game show. Every 
Fri; free pool. Every weekend: open stage, dance with Dj 
Arrow Chaser ¢ No membership needed 


YOUTH UNDERSTANDING YOUTH Gay and Lesbian 
Community Centre of Edmonton (GLCCE), 45, 9912-106 
St (488-3234) * www.yuyouth.tripod.com/yuy * Every Sat 
(7-9pm) « A facilitated social/support group for lesbian, 
gay, bisexual, transgendered, straight and questioning 
youth under the age of 25 


astrology 


By ROB BREZSNY 


Happy Valentine Daze, Aries! Here’s an 
important bulletin from poet Emily Dickin- 
son: “Until you have been in love, you"tan- 
not become yourself.” I'd like you to try 
that revolutionary idea on for size, Aries. Do 
this experiment. For a given period—say, 
the coming week or the next 10 years—act 
as if the only way you can ever find out who 
you really are is to lose yourself in sublime 
yearning for a worthy partner. Assume, for 
the sake of argument, that one of the best 
strategies for becoming the unique master- 
piece you were born to be is to help a per- 
son you love become the unique 
masterpiece he or she was meant to be. 


Happy Valentine Daze, Taurus! The God- 
dess of Love, Aphrodite Herself, has asked 
me to remind you that you have always 
been in love. You will always be in love. In 
fact, it is impossible for you not to be in 
love. You’d be unable to get out of bed 


ach moming unless there were someone 


or something that roused your heart and 
stirred your imagination. So please just 
admit that you are alive because of love; 
that you are made of love. Now compile a 
list of the 10 things you love most, and 
devote some time in each of the next seven 


days to expressing your appreciation. 


PEIGEMINI —seres- smn 
iy a 


Happy Valentine Daze, Gemini! After care- 
ful meditation about what advice would be 
most likely to energize your love life, I’ve 
decided to suggest that you say your 
prayers while having sex with a saint in a 
sacred place. If you can’t manage all that at 
once, at least try praying while doing the 
wild thing, or fooling around with a saint, 
or making out in a church or temple, or 
talking dirty to God. One way or another, 
Gemini, you should blend earthly pleasures 
and spiritual aspirations. Here’s a quote to 
write on your mirror or your forearm: “I 
never knew how to worship until | knew 
how to love.” —Henry Ward Beecher. 


Happy Valentine Daze, Cancerian! After 
strenuous meditation about what advice 
would be most likely to heat up and deep- 
en your love life, I've decided you need a 
stiff challenge. That’s why I'm inviting you 
to have an epic showdown with your fears 
about love. What keeps you from stripping 
away your outmoded inhibitions and 
brazenly exploring the mysteries of attrac- 
tion? What doubts prevent you from 
enjoying regular soul-to-soul gazes with 
your ancient future? Wouldn’t you love to 
shed your psychic armour and summon 
the chutzpah to whisper in someone's ear, 
“I'm not afraid to ask for everything.” 


Happy Valentine Daze, Leo! After careful 
meditation about what advice might galva- 
nize your love life, I've decided to share a 
thought from Jewish mystic Lawrence Kush- 
ner. “Everyone carries with them at least 
one piece to someone else’s puzzle,” he 


wrote in his book Honey From the Rock. In 
other words, you have in your possession 
certain clues to your loved ones’ destinies— 
secrets they haven’t discovered themselves. 
And in my astrological opinion, it’s the right 
time and place to hand over those clues— 
to make a gift of the puzzle pieces that are 
most needed by the people you care about. 
So search your depths for insights you've 
never communicated. Tell truths you 
haven't found a way to express before now. 
More than you know, you have the power 
to mobilize your companions’ dreams. 


Happy Valentine Daze, Virgo! After careful 
meditation about what advice might purify 
and supercharge your love life, I'm making 
this suggestion: for one week, concentrate 
all your passion and ingenuity on learning 
to love yourself better. Write at least one 
love letter and one love poem to yourself. 
Treat yourself to pleasures that relax your 
intelligence and open your wild heart. Gaze 
in the mirror and whisper a flood of sweet 
nothings. Give yourself thoughtful, surpris- 
ing gifts. And finally, propose marriage to 
yourself and perform a wedding ceremony 
in which you promise to cherish and hon- 
our yourself until the end of time. 


TMIUBRA emer 


Happy Valentine Daze, Libra! I’m hereby 
declaring a love emergency. Right now you 
need love more than you need food and 
drink. More than that: you need to crave 
love with an almost crazed lyrical ferocity... 
with a reverent, burning hunger that some 
traditional astrologers would say Libras 
aren’t capable of. At this pivotal moment, 
you’ve got to find a way to claim Erica 
Jong‘s subversive words as your own: “Love 
is everything it’s cracked up to be. It really 
is worth fighting for, being brave for, risk- 
ing everything for. And the trouble is, if you 


don’t risk everything, you risk even more.” 


Happy Valentine Daze, Scorpio! Is it really 
love? That's always a good meditation sub- 
ject for you passion addicts. Here are some 
guidelines. (1) “Love asks you beautiful, 
unanswerable questions.” —Carl Sandburg 
(2) “Love brings to life whatever is dead 
around us.” —Franz Rosenzweig (3) “Love 
consists in this, that two solitudes protect 
and touch and greet each other.” —Rainer 
Maria Rilke (4) “Love is the only game 
where two can play and both win.” —Erma 
Freesman (5) “Falling in love is a lot like 
dying. You never get to do it enough to 
become good at it.” —my Scorpio friend 
Elise. (6) “Love is like a well in the wilder- 
ness where time watches over the wander- 
ing lightning.” —Pablo Neruda 


SAGITTARIUS we 


Happy Valentine Daze, Sagittarius! After 
careful meditation about what advice might 
beautify and elevate your love life, I’ve 
decided to offer you these insights. (1) “We 
are not the same person this year as last; 
nor are those we love. It is a happy chance 
if we, changing, continue to love a changed 
person.” —W. Somerset Maugham (2) 
“People often start by falling in love, and 
they go on for years without realizing that 
love must change into some other love 
which is unlike the original.” —iris Murdoch 
(3) “Love doesn’t just sit there like a stone; it 
has to be made, like bread, remade all the 
time, made new.” —Ursula K. LeGuin (4) “A 
successful marriage is an edifice that must 
be rebuilt every day.” —Andre Maurois 


Happy Valentine Daze, Capricorn! After 
careful meditation about what advice 
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might fertilize your love life, I've decided 
to alert you to two practical principles. The 
first comes to you courtesy of philosopher 
Rollo May: “We receive love roughly in 
proportion to our capacity to love.” In 
other words: To be adored more, adore 
more. Your second utilitarian theorem was 
immortalized by the character Dicky Fox in 
the movie Jerry Maguire. “If you don’t love 
everybody,” he said, “you can’t sell any- 
body.” In other words, your most effective 
strategy for getting what you want is to 
feel tender affection for the whole world. 


Happy Valentine Daze, Aquarius! After care- 
ful meditation about how | might help you 
perfect your love life, I've decided that all 
you need is my authorization to be more 
mercurial and improvisational. So here's a 
Turkish proverb for you to try on for size: 
“To prepare for love, learn to run through 
snow, leaving no footprints.” Next, see 
how much fun you can stir up by taking to 
heart this Italian proverb: “Love rules with- 
out rules.” Finally, Aquarius, experiment 
with this advice from motivational author 
Sark: “Love imperfectly. Be a love idiot. Let 
yourself forget any love ideal.” 


}Gp|PISCES 


Happy Valentine Daze, Pisces! After care- 
ful meditation about what advice might 
enrich your love life, I’ve decided you 
need a more joyously rowdy and ram- 
bunctious approach to togetherness. 
Consider the possibility of making love 
with funny hats on while watching The 
Simpsons, or shaving each other in the 
bathtub while singing tunes from Broad- 
way musicals, or getting naked at the 
breakfast table and trying to throw Chee- 
rios in each other’s mouths while an 
instructional CD in how to speak Esperan- 
to plays in the background. @ 


Continued from previous page 


FOR CANCER * Phase One Centre Fountain 
Stage, WEM (455-7181); The Stationary Bike Ride: 
Members of Edmonton's Cops For Cancer ironman Team 
ride for 9 days; Feb. 13-21 (Jam-9pm) * Fantasyland 
Hotel Ballroom, WEM (455-7181); Auction and Dance; 
silent auction and cocktails (5:30pm), dinner (7pm), live 
auction to follow; music with the Big Breakfast Boogie 
sand; Feb. 21; $60/$500 (table for 10) * Fundraiser for 
Cops for Cancer 


FRUIT GROWERS FESTIVAL Devonian Botanic Garden, 
skm north of Devon on Hwy 60 (987-3054) « Featuring 
local growers, displays, lectures and information * Sun, 

feb. 14 (10am-4pm) * Regular admission rates apply 


KIDS LOVE THE STRAP! Red Strap Art Market, 10305- 
97 St (497-2211) * Celebrate Valentine’s Day, free work- 
chops for kids, face painting, live entertainment * Feb. 

14 (12-3pm) 

LEAP INTO LENT WITH MARDI GRAS Newman 
Theological College, 15611 St. Albert Trail (447-2993) « 


a 


| 


Featuring costume and prizes, mask-making competition, 
Mardi Gras snacks * Fri, Feb. 13 (7pm) * $5 (adult), chil- 
dren free 


KARAOKE 


AVENUE PIZZA 8519-112 St (432-0536) * Every Thu 
(9:30pm) 

B-STREET 11818-111 Ave (414-0545) * Every Wed-Sun 
(9pm): with Brad Scott 


BILLY BOB’S Continental Inn, 16625 Stony Plain Rd 
(484-7751) « Every Thu (9pm): Music Trivia with 
Escapade Entertainment *. Every Fri/Sat (9:30pm): with 
Escapade Entertainment 

BLUE QUILL 326 Saddleback Rd (434-3124) * Every 
Fri/Sat (10pm) 

BORDERLINE PUB 3226-82 St (462-1888) « Every Thu- 
Sat (9:30pm) 

CAMELOT SPORTS BAR 10231-95 St (425-4298) « 
Every Sun (8pm): Hosted by Jeannie 

CLAREVIEW PUB Victoria Trail, 132 Ave (414-1111) * 
Every Tue (9:30pm-2am) 


CLIFF CLAYVIN'S 9710-105 St (424-1614) Every 
Fri/Sat (10pm) 


DOYLE’S PUB 2619-151 Ave (473-1961) * Every #ri/Sat 
(9:30pm) with Dee Dee 


DRUID 11606 jasper Ave (454-9928) Every Wed 


FRANCO'S 14059 Victoria Trail (467-4636) * Every Thu: 
Sat (9pm): with Woody 


GAS PUMP 10166-114 St (488-4841) © Every Tue/Wed 


HILLVIEW PUB 311 Woodvale Rd. W, Millwoods (462- 
0468) ¢ Every. Fri/Sat (9:30-1am) 


INGLEWOOD PUB 12402-118 Ave (451-1390) * Every 
Fri-Sat (9:30pm) 


JIMMY RAY’S 15211-111 Ave (486-3390) « Every Sat 
(9pm) 


KELLY’S 11540 jasper Ave (451-8825) * Every Sun/Wed 
(9pm) 


L.B.’S 23 Akins Dr, St. Albert (460-9100) * Every 
Tue/Thu (9pm) 


LEGENDS 6104-162 St (481-2786) * Every Wed (9pm) 


MARK’S BACK PUB 13403 Fort Rd (406-5152) * Every 
Fri/Sat (9pm): with Shawn the Bomb 


MICHAEL'S 11730 Jasper Ave (482-4767) * Every Mon 
with Jammin’ Jamie 


ORLANDO’S 1 15163-121 St (457-1195) * Every Sun 
(9pm)/Wed (10pm) 


if you want to place your Classified ad in 
Vue Weekly please phone Carol at 426-1996. 
Deadline is noon the Tuesday 
before publication. 


accordians 


Student size: Hohner, 120 bass, black, $500; 
adult size; Titano, parade, black, $1500. 
Both in original cases. 455-4635 for info 


apartment for rent 


One bdrm. $400; bach. $380 incl heat, 
power & water. Good hus route. No pets. 
Immed. 471-6734. 


Fig sthe-.aa'ia-¥ie(-.ae) g 


Antique Oak elf He Unique artifact 
Jesigned to fold for railway transport. $1500.00 
455-7816 for details. 


Pair solid wood doors with amber inserts 
80”x60", $225; also small amber windows, 
$25 ea. Ph 455-7816 for info 


business opportunities 


Got GO}l. 
Drink and grow rich. 
Call 619-6393. 


BOOSTER JUICE 
Turn key, great location in Londonderry Mall 
food court. Serious Inq only. 920-4930. 


dance instru n 


Salsa Dance Classes, Orange Hall, 84 Ave, 103 St. 
Starts Mar. 6. All levels plus solo Salsa. Have 
fun, meet people. Learn a new skill. 471-0846. 


Have you wanted to pursue a career as a Dr's 
Assistant, couldn’t afford it, didn’t have the time? 
Get a quality education, 6wks, a fraction of 
the cost. A+ Medical Recepton Course. 

Ph Kara 471-6456. 


LIVE YOUR DREAM! 

Film acting full-time course 
Starts March 29, 2004 
Vancouver Academy of Dramatic Arts 
www.vadastudios.com 
toll free 1-866-231-VADA 


Get the BEST Film & TV Training! L.A. Dir., Tom 
Logan, here in Edmonton, Mar. 26, 27 & 28, 
2004, to teach TEEN and ADULT Acting classes. 
lo register call Mary-Lou (780)460-4607 or 975- 
7022. Check out his website 
www.tomlogan.com Or ACTRAcalgary.com 


employment 


Tired of working for others? 
your own boss. 
Serious income, P/T & F/T. Call 486-1357. 


CHANGE YOUR LIFE! TRAVEL TEACH ENGLISH 
We train you to teach. 1000's of jobs around 
the world. Next in-class or ONLINE by 
correspondence. Jobs guaranteed. 

" 10762-82 Ave. 
Call for Free info pack 1-888-270-2941 


pets for sale 


WORLD CLASS English Springer Spaniels, FTCH 
lines, health & disposition guar. Reg’ 
House reared, 1st shots, wormed, $550/ea. 
Ph 929-2953. 


Are you an over 18 yr old male survivor of child- 
hood sexual abuse? Have you had at least one 
past session of individual counselling? If you 
would like to take part in this short study contact 
Sherry at 454-9380 or at sr6@ualberta.ca 


real estate 


Reduced! 
Must sell. Tea House. St. Albert location. 
Call 722-9968. 


STOP FORECLOSURE! Behind on payments? 
Don't let the bank ruin your credit! 
100% confidential. Call now 456-0143 


Dickinsfield: 1000 sq ft condo in 4plex, 4appls, 
quiet area, good neighbour, close to school, ~ 
pital, mall, $77,000. 475-0252. 


OLD STRATHCONA WAREHOUSE 
6500 Sq Ft for lease 
$3.50 per sq ft base 
May 1st 433-9333 Doug. 


Walk to the U of A 


This quaint little older 2-story house 
has loads of character and charm. 
Upgrades include windows, lino 
and carpets as well as a 


double car garage 
Near U of A and River Valley. 
Priced at $178,800. 


Looking for Radical, soldout to Jesus Christ musi- 
cians who would like to be in a cutting edge 
already established ministry. 439-5532 


Artist and pao rapher studio space for rent. 
$8.00 / sf /-yr. Great downtown location, The 
Great West Saddlery Buildin, 

Call Shirley at 426-49 


10137-104 St. 
ext. 230. 


Make money freelance writing. Believe it. There 
are writers making over $100,000 a yr. You 
could be one of them Workshop: Feb. 21/22. 
Call Melanie (Toll Free) 877-288-9402, 


Workshops in alternative Polaroid Techniques, 
Casting for one Painting in Egg Tempra. 
Harcourt House Arts Centre. $30-5 er Work- 


shop, supplies included. Ph 426-4180 or har- 
court@telusplanet.net for info. 


FILM ACTING WEEKEND INTENSIVE 
Successfully transform your stage craft to camera 
technique with acclaimed Vancouver filmcoach 

Mark Brandon. Master the two most critical 
elements that compel film directors to choose 


one actor over another. Previous acting 
experience or training required. Feb. 28 & 29, 
Saturday and Sunday, 10-Spm. Tranasalta Arts 
Barn, PCL Studio Theatre. Price: $189. 
Info: Marie Zvdek (780) 450-4595 


Learn to Voice Cartoons, Commercials, 
writing, Web design and more 
Various workshops available 
www.sharkbytes-studios.convworkshops.htm 
Call 944-1686 


Place your Classified ad in Vue Weekly. 
Phone 426-1996 for more info. 


$ $$$ 
INCOME 


ORTUNITY 


of Evenings 


PNatrelt) eicemiarelnalelerlts 
required for 
relpnreerolprelmyvels 
* Guaranteed Wages 
oe lemicliilin 
Call 482-768 


ORLANDO'S. Ib 235 O951.27,Si 451.7799)" Every 
Wed/Thu (9pm) 
OVERLAND RESTAURANT 12960 St. Albert Tr (454 


0667) * Every Fri/Sat (9pm): with Big Time 
Entertainment 


ROSARIO’S PUB 11715-108 Ave (447-4727) © Daily 
(9pm) 

ROSEBOWL PIZZA 10111-117 st (482-5152) * Every 
Wed/Sat (9pm) 


ROSIE'S BAR AND GRILL DOWNTOWN 10604-1071 St 
(423-3499) © Every Tue-Sat (9pm-lam with Ruth 


ROSIE'S BAR AND GRILL HIGHSTREET 10315-124 St 
(482-1600) * Daily (9:30pm) 


ROSIE'S BAR AND GRILL OLD STRATHCONA 10475 
80 Ave (439-7211) © Thu, Fri, Sat.(9.30pm-1.30am) 


SHERLOCK HOLMES 10341-82 Ave (433-9676) * Every 
Sun (9pm): with Scott 


STRATHEARN PUB 9514-87 st (465-5478) * Every 
Wed/Fri (9pm) 


TODAY'S 5224-86 St (465-6223) * Every Fri/Sat (9pm- 
lam); every Tue (8pm-midnight) 
WOODY’S 11725 jasper Ave, upstairs (488-6636) * 


Every Sun/Tue (7pm-midnight): with Terrance; every 
Mon/Wed (7pm-midnight): with Annie 


Available for weddings and other special occa 
sions. Call for information package and demo 
CD. Ernst Birss - Phone 482-3741, 

e-m: ebirss@telusplanet.ne! 


MODAL MUSIC INC. 
466-3116 


Music Instruction for guitar, bass, drums 
and percussion 
Private instruction: focus on individual! 
Professional, caring instructors 
with music degrees, 
quality music instruction since 1981 


musicians wanted 


Sound Entertainment is looking to add tribute 
bands, classic rock, country, top 40 and original 
acts to its roster for bookings. Rend demo pack- 

age to 67 Belleville Ave, Spruce Grove, AB, 


T7X 1H9. Ph (780) 962-9669 


SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL FOOD BANK 


Azimuth Theatre seeks a motivated 
career administrator to be the newest 
General Manager of Azimuth Theatre. 
Azimuth is a multi-level organization, 
providing social action performance to 
youth, innovative new works for adults, as 
well as managing one of Edmonton's 
busiest performance facilities. The 
successful applicant will have training 
and experience in professional theatre 
administration, a strong interest in 
supporting new Canadian Theatre, 
creative and aggressive funding strategies, 
skills (Word, Excell and Quickbooks) as 
well as a familiarity with local, provincial 
and national arts funders. This is a 
permanent, full time position with salary 
and benefits. 


Interested applicants should send a 
letter and resume to Azimuth Theatre, 
11315 106 Ave, Edmonton AB, TSH OR6. 


Applications will be accepted until Mar 15 


©)... 


ast 


tile 


ARTS BARNS 10330-84 Ave (420-1757) © Latin 
Valentine_s Day Dance: America Rosa, D] Moreno, 

Dj Spice + Sat, Feb, 14, 7:30pm (intermediate dance 
lessons), 8:30pm (beginners dance lessons); $15 
(adv)/$25 (door) + Tickets available at TIX on the 
Square 420-1757 

HELLENIC-CANADIAN COMMUNITY HALL 10450-116 
St (479 2038/420-1757) * Those Dancin’ Feet 
Edmonton Vocal Minority, with a dance performance by 


Womonspace * Sat, Feb. 14, 7pm (door)/7:30 (perfor 
mance) © $15/$10 (low income) © Tickets available at 
TIX on the Square 420-1757 

LATITUDE 53 10248-106 St (423-5353) * 53 Ways tc 


eave Your L Music by Matt onto), [ 

Bryana, karaoke with Neon, silent art auc 
14 (8pm); $5 (member, adv)/$7 (non-member, adv)/$10 
(door) 


on * Sat, Feb 


GUILTY MARTINI SOUTH 10338-81 Ave + A Valentine's 
Salsa * Fri, Feb. 13, 9pm (door) * $5 (adv.)/$8 (door) 
SHAW CONFERENCE CENTRE 4all A, 9797 jasper Ave 
(492-2116) « Valentines Day Dance: Presented by the 
University of Alberta Dance Club « Sat, Feb. 14 (7:30pm 
Jam) * $10 (UADC members'/$15 (non-members 


musicians wanted 


Edmonton 2004 Independent Music Expo is an 
opportunity to sell & promote 


jour products to 
15 @ Red's 
7462 Don Joyce 


over 1,500 music fans. Sat 
Reserve table space now. 489 


To plac e your ad in Vue Weekly Classifieds 
Phone 426-1996 for more information 


ut elite 
Macalley Studios the home of live recording 
5 great sounding rooms, excellent sight lines, 


total isolatio: 


Call 420-6680 or 975-0545. 


¢ some silly rules? If so, then 
th Self Excommunicatior 
Therapy? Available at Grenwood or Audrey's or 
online: s-ex-t.com 
“You can't fire me, | quit!” 


FREE LIFE SKILLS COURSE 


If you have a disability, a desire to 
enrich your personal life, and can 
commit to attending 3 hours a day 
for 6 weeks, this course could be 
for you! Develop and improve 
your skills in the following areas: 


empowe 


* Self Awareness 


¢ Positive attitude towards 
learning, work, and health. 


* Time and Stress management. 


*Being accountable and 
responsible. 


* Ability to make changes 

*Self esteem and assertiveness 
Giving and receiving feedback 
*Effective Communication 
skills. 


Call Now! 
Space is limited! 


414 - §863 
Chrysalis 87 


DO YOU HAVE AN ITEM TO SELL? 


CAR, FURNITURE, HOUSE, CONDO, SPORTING EQUIPMENT? 
If you buy a 2" x 2" ad in VUE WEEKLY 
Classifieds for 2 weeks at $50 per week, 
we will run your ad until the item sells!!! 
No matter how long it takes. 


(some conditions a) 


CALL CAROL ROBINSON AT 780-426-1996 FOR DETAILS 


help wanted 


National Firm has F/T 
if inees_¢ Paid training provided. 
* Earn 35, 000/year, Reliable vehicle and 
license a must. Apply @ 10619-109 St or Call 
Phil or Tari 421-7007. 


teach English Overseas: 


TESOL Certified 5 days in-class 
Or Online Or By Correspondence. 


ings for 
FREE Info Pack: 


1-888-270-294 
FREE Info Seminars: 
uesdays @7 Pm, 10762-82 Ave 
Upcoming Classes: 
Feb.18-22, Mar. 17-21 


Travel the World.. 
Earn Great Money 


Orivers wanted: $15+/hr., Wednesdays (night) 
and Thursdays (daytime), permanent/part-tme. 
Must have mini-van or truck. Looking for 
reliable and nsible n. 


lease call 907-0570. 
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alt 
Sex 


ee : column 


By ANDREA NEMERSON 


The air down there 


Dear Andrea: 

Your answer to “Blue Bottle” (who was 
concerned about the dangers of using an 
open-ended bottle as a sex toy) missed 
an important caveat. Forcing air into the 
vagina can cause serious consequences- 
not from uterine prolapse, but from 
venous air embolism (tinyurl.com/ypjy6). 
A dozen or more fatalities are known 
(most in pregnant women), plus at least 
one case involving miscarriage and per- 
manent brain damage. Many more, no 
doubt, have gone unreported. 

I refer you to Venous air embolism 
following orogenital sex during preg- 
nancy (tinyurl.com/2pywo), Air embolism 
death of a pregnant woman secondary 
to orogenital sex (tinyurl.com/2snbk) and 
Fatal air embolism during female auto- 
erotic practice (tinyurl.com/2uhhz). 

Be careful out there. 

Love, Childbirth Educator 


Dear Ed: 
The air embolism thing is a well-known 
sex ed bugbear. | did consider men- 
tioning it, but (the extraordinary 
unlikeliness issue aside) it just didn’t 
seem relevant at the time. It apparently 
requires a separate, nothing-to-do- 
with-Coke-bottle-dildos column of its 
own, though, so here you go. 

| should point out that two of your 
cites report the same case of “insuffla- 
tion” during oral sex, the e-medicine 
article on air embolism in general 


i@describes assorted invasive surgical 


procedures gone wrong and the final 
one involves... a Carrot. 

Seriously. “We report a case of air 
embolism in a 40-year-old non-preg- 
nant woman subsequent to vaginal 
insertion of a foreign body (carrot) for 
an autoerotic purpose. The mechanism 
is roughly similar to syringing, the for- 
eign body acting like a piston to dis- 
place a sufficient amount of air.” 

This case, tragic as it is, bears an 
unfortunate moral: “Avoid inserted for- 
eign bodies acting like a piston”—in 
other words, “No fucking.” As imple- 
menting this rule would fatally damage 


(wptelations between the sexes and cause 


the eventual extinction of the human 
race, not to mention put me out of 
business, ! just can’t get behind it. Sorry. 

There is nothing to be done with the 
sad story of the lady and the carrot, I'm 


*Real Estate *Market 
Professional Services 


eCheap Stuff ¢Music eServices 
*Personais «Phone Services 


TLEELELEL OTL Leet afeaid. ne wilhave to be telégated’to 


same file as all those people who died 
suddenly from drinking a glass of water, 
eating an apple or taking a walk. Grant- 
ed, it is easier to avoid internal pistoning 
action than, say, walking, but even if it’s 
true that many such fatalities go unre- 
ported, a campaign against pumping 
things in and out of vaginas... well, 
“quixotic” is a nicer way to put it than 
“hopeless and crazy.” 

Let’s move on to “vaginal insuffla- 
tion.” | have heard—hell, everyone’s 
heard—of women dying from having air 
pushed forcefully into their vaginas. Luck- 
ily, very few women enjoy having air 
pushed forcefully into their vaginas, so 
the point was somewhat moot before we 
got there. Insufflation does happen occa- 
sionally—mostly, | assume, following 
some hapless partner’s misapprehension 
of the term “blowjob.” The one bona 
fide case I've ever encountered semi-per- 
sonally was related to me by a physician 
acquaintance. His young patient showed 
up at the ER with abdominal bloating 
and terrible sharp stabbing pains. They 
were about to admit her when she sud- 
denly—noisily, mortifyingly—deflated. 
Didn't die. Just wanted to. 

No question: if you’re pregnant (or 
postpartum or, like Carrot Lady, have an 
IUD), you should avoid having air blown 
forcefully into your vagina. Attempting 
home abortion with a syringe is likewise 
not recommended. For the non-preg- 
nant, | can’t see any reason for anyone to 
play with a compressor hose, but | will 


go so far as to agree that no one should | 


do so. We're on the same page there. 
Love, Andrea 


Everywhere with helicopter 


Dear Andrea: 


My wife heard about a position called | 


helicopter, but we have no idea what it 
is. Could you enlighten us? 
Love, Whirly Bird 


Dear Bird: 


Isn’t that the one where you insert a | 


remote-controlled toy helicopter into 
your wife and turn it on? Don’t do 


that. I’ve heard it could force air into 


her uterus and cause an embolism. 

Seriously, though, the truth is that | 
never know anything about the 
Parisian Poodle or the Enraged Toucan 
or whatever; they all sound like ill- 
advised yoga positions to me. Accord- 
ing to some poorly-translated Japanese 
porn site, though, the helicopter posi- 
tion has the woman face down and ass 
up, the man in a precarious push-up 
position with his legs over her back, 
and both partners facing away from 

each other. Go nuts. 

Love, Andrea © 
Andrea Nemerson writes and teaches in 
San Francisco. You can e-mail her 


question at andrea@altsexcolumn.com. | 


1 ‘Phone 426-1 996 trom 9am-Spm Monday to Friday 


1 Email: office@vue.ab.ca 

1 Office:10303-108 St Edmonton 

, *Deadline: Tuesday at Noon 

, °Print your copy legibly on lines provided at right. 

, °Up to 45 characters per line. 

, “Every letter, space or mark counts as 1 character. 
*Allow one space following punctuation. 


artist to artist 


FREE FREE* FREE* FREE* FREE 
ARTIST/NON PROFIT CLASSIFIEDS 
Need a volunteer? fee ed acting foupce fr 
Want someone to jam with? Place up to 20 
words FREE, iding the ad is non-profit. Ads 
of more than 20 words will be subject to regular 
price or cruel editing. Free ads run for four 
weeks depending on available space. For more 
info please phone Glenys at 426-1996/fax 426- 
2889/e-m office@vue.ab.ca or drop it off at 
10303-108 St. Deadline is noon the Tuesday 
before publication. 


artist to artist 


Call for submissions: 1-year Artist in Residence 
at Harcourt House Arts Centre. n to 
Canadian visual artists. Artist receives studio, 
supply allowance, exhibition. Deadline May 31. 
into: 426-4180, harcourt@telusplanet.net 


in SCREENWRITERS circle. First Tue of ea. 
month at 7pm, Call 429-1671 or visit FAVA.ca 


The Works Art & Design Festival is now taking 
applications for “ its High School 
Phot Competition”. Students can get the 
application form at our website: www.the- 
works.ab.ca and click on “what's new”, e-m: 
<theworks@telusplanet.net> or ph 426-2122. 


Call for Submissions: The Alberta Council of 
Women's Shelters is planning to publish a col- 
lection of writing from Alberta women. Info: The 
Alberta Council of Women's Shelters, 456-7000. 
line is Mar. 30, 2004, 


Dead 


433-0138 


10848 - 82 Avenue, Edmonton 


GAY MALE SEX! 
Chat live or meet local gay men. 
Try us for free! (780) 413-7144. 


Enter code 2310 


FEMALES NEEDED!!! 

Make $799 US per month with a spy cam 
in your bedroom. Voyeur website is currently 
looking for young attractive girls. 

Call Jamie for more info. 
1-800-474-8401 


Hiring young attractive girls for internet website. 
Make <1 '400-$4,000 a month. 18 yrs and older. 
Call for more info at 780-233-2828. 


THREE LINES 
FOR $10 


artist to artist 


If you can hold a.pencil, you can draw a 
STORYBOARD. Learn how with an industry 
veteran. Call 429-1671 or visit FAVA.ca 


Work on-site and make sales. 
Studio/Gallery/Retail at Red Strap Art Market, 
10305-97 St, 497-2211. 


Call for submissions! peers of Edmonton 
Edmonton Art Gallery's 100 Years / 100 Pictures 
exhibition, Deadline: Apr. 16. Info: 422-6223. 


The Alberta Society of Artists Call for 
Membership. Submission deadline: Mar. 1, 
2004. Application form and info: Ph 426-0072 
www.artists-society.ab.ca 


WANTED: Opportunity to develop small-run 
SCREENPRINTING skills in production and 
design. Also looking for equipmentsupplies/stu- 
dio. Ryan 428-0038 


pao Bera Go Gallery ape Exhibition 
rogram: roposals from artists. 
ie Ph Heidi Rither 460-4310, e-m: 
ahfheidi@telus.net Deadline: Sat, Mar. 13 (4pm) 


Free weekly support groups for those sufferin, 
from anxiety or panic attacks. Call 436-2736 for 
locations and times. 


YOUTH AGES 13-17 
Join Diversity in Youth monthly meetings, Build 
resume experience, friends, learn more about 
yourself and others! Call/e-mail Janina 474- 
8445/youthprograms@interbaun.com 


Are you experiencing difficulty in your life? We 
all face crises at one time or another during our 
eve ee are ee, PS ees, Line is 
open jours a every day. If you neeed to 
talk, we're here to listen. Call The Support 
Network at 482-0198. 


musicians wanted 


Concert tour of Asia for World Vision, requires 
musicians, original songs, choreographer and 
more. Contribute your talents to this worthwhile 
project. Sean 416-2624. 


Veteran Guit/Voc for pt ez-listen project: folk, 
folk rock, light rock and pop; Fred at 466-8141. 


Drummer wanted for original band. Must have 
wicked double-kick and professional attitude. 
Serious inquiries only. 441-5903. 


Free Online Music Classifieds! 
Find what you need, www.TalentintheRaw.com 


Wl} te lojagi—lelal—) 
New Right Now! 


0 FRICNOSHIP & ROMANCE 
Ferns onr al” pe 
oraznicctions 
44-TALKS 448-2557 


Lay Lang distones chorges may apply 
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musicians wanted 


The Works Art & Design Festival is looking fo, 
Musicians and bands interested in gigs o ; : 

Works Street Stage during. this year 
June 25-July 7. Ph Chloe @ 426-2122 ext 22; 


Youthful female singer to volunteer vocals jn, 
house band. Soul, Mo-town, disco, new R&B 
fax bio to Don at 489-7467. 


—— 
Plai seeks master basser. See us ® Sidetrac, 
Jan 3; Feb. 6 plainsay.com Tym 436-3815, 


_————uMmMi i i. 
Lead guitar player with lead/harmony vocals 
required for pot P/T colintry-claccic Pack 
band. Vocals, good gear and Ree attitude 3 

must. Call after Spm 474-4502. 


ee 
Established country/rock band looking for | 
Buitarist with vocals. Call 780-52.8212°"° 


Three-piece rock band looking for experienced 
30+ male vocalist/frontman 477-3708 


Lead guitar player with vocals required for e<) 
busy, P/T, country - classic rock band. Vocals 
harmony, good gear, attitude a must. Ph 474 

4502 after Spm. 


Established country/rock band looking for lead 
guitarist with ocak Call 780-5228212 


Wanted: Steel guitar player, violinist for coun. 
/rock/blues band fe performances/C D- 
recording. Fronted by f. singer. Motivated, reli- 


able, age not important. Ph Arnold 445-0114 


Wanted: Talented rhythm guitarist for 
country/rock/blues band for live performances 
and CD ieeorning: Fronted by female singer 
Must be motivated, reliable, age not important 
Ph Arnold at 445-0114. 


Wanted: Keyboardist for country/rock/blues {o; 
live performance, CD recone, fronted by 
female singer. Must be motivated, reliable, age 
not important. Ph Arnold at 445-0114. 


Seeking F voices (age 14-30) perform/recording 
yee (O Canada-new arrangement) 


6706 or enquiries@musicale.ca 


Harcourt House Arts Centre seek volunteers for 
committee work, openings, board members, 
Bare sitting, exhibition installation, mail-outs. 
Ph 426-4180, e-m: harcourt@telusplanet.net 


HEY EDDIE! by GRIQDAL: 


Always free for women! — 


melaatelaicelak-m oleae lhiemearle 


BR wae necomecrons| 780-669-2323. 


Bruises QUEST PERSONALS” access code: 6496 
Enter haere e3 2315 poe Go ee Olties(e(= Edmonton rer) | Sa 
75 min Instant Membership: 1-900-677-4444 $25/call 1 -888-482-8282 


Bill a membership to your phone! 
Call 1-900-451-2853, 75 minutes for $24.95! QP assumes no liability when using this service. 18+, FM 2004, Certain restrictions may apply to all promotions. 


Gra De Vine 
= NOW ERSONALS 


LMA 210000 CALLERS DAILY 


right ACTOSS Women Always FREE: 
418-3636 


nada / FREE 2 Hour Trial tor MEN: 
Ca 418-4646 
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Norah’s latest CD 

“Feels Like Home” is the 
much anticipated follow up to 
2002's “Come Away with Me”. 
“I’m glad that people liked 
the last album. It was where 
I was at the time, musically. 
This is where | am now. 


) That’s what a recording is 
137 for me, like a snapshot. 


also from Norah: _ 


— 


ps 
We had so much fun making 
this record.” 


= Like Home. 


HARRY CONNICK, JR 


Me Furtado 


_ Includes the hit 
“Powerless 
(Say What 
You Want)” 
4)°% 
Downtown Edrnonton: 10222 105th Street 424-6000 * Edmonton South: 3110 Calgary Teil South 434-6400 « Red Deot- 5239 53rd Avenue 340-0500 7 : 
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